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THE EXCURSION. 


THE EXCURSION. 


BOOK V. 


* 
* 


CH AR 1 


F Miſs Villiers was elated with the ſud- 
den return of her noble lover, a return 
which ſhe, with great appearance of proba- 
bility, attributed to the exceſs of his affec- 
tion, and his inability to live longer abſent 

from her; ſhe was ſtill more ſo on receiving 
8 from 


4 © THE ExcuRrsIOn. Book V. 
from him the next morning a letter, in 
which, after ſome general profeſſions of the 
moſt ardent paſſion, he intreated permiſſion 
to attend her in Berner's-ſtreet any evening 
ſhe would appoint, when he could have the 
pleaſure of entertaining her, without, wit-. 
neſſes, on a ſubject of the utmoſt conſe- 
quence to the future happineſs of his life, 
and, he flattered himſelf, of hers, 


She read the letter a thouſand times; ſhe 
kiſſed the beloved name by which it was 
ſubſcribed: her heart beat with emotions 


equally new and delightful. 


She had hoped, but till this charming mo- 

ment ſhe could not with any propriety be 
ſaid to have believed, the reality of that hap- 
pineſs which now appeared to await her. 


Pbe fat dowü to write? It wir che Urn 
letter in which ſhe had ever entered into ſo 


intereſting a — Lord Melvile was 
fir 


Chap. I. 


firſt man ſhe had ever ſuffered to ſpeak to 
her of love, the firſt man ſhe had ever re- 
n even with approbation, - 


Shea was emed ; ſhe took up the 
pen; ſhe proceeded; ſhe found the letter 
too tender; her delicacy was alarmed; ſhe 
wrote another, ſhe found it too cold, 


Diſſatisfied with every ſentiment which 
occurred, the determined on ſending only a 
card, to fix an eyening when ſhe might have 
the pleaſure of ſeeing him. 


But, what evening? Wag the queſtion; 


5 
5 


and a —— not 912 anſweted. 


Though ſhe oats have wiſhed a conver- 
ſation on which ſo much depended, in re- 
ſped to her future days, to have taken place 
immediately, yet modeſty (for ſhe was ſupe- 
rior to art), and that baſhful timidity inſe- 


N from youth and ſenſibility like hers, . 


* 
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influenced her to poſtpone Lord Melvile's 
n riſe en Thurſday.” © 2 

Phe dittefors wrote him, not an 1 
to bis letter, but a ſhort card; inviting him 
to tea, and, if he had no other engagement, 
to n on ene evening. A 


1: "my 


. by * 
— # © 3 hy | # 4 
C H A P. II. 


- % 4 


Trent perfen ignoratiee of the 
A world, add the moſt unſuſpecting tem- 
in candid minds, but in 


per exiſting, wil 
no other, a ine for Miſs" Villiers's ex- 
teme imprudence in inviting Lord Melvile 


to a tete a. tete ſupper; and that, in conſe- 
quence of a declaration which was far from 
Nee to its een IT 


WIR | > 4 f | The 


Chap. II. 1 EXCURSION. 7 


— 


The exuberance of her joy had once 
more hurried her beyond the bounds of trat 
indiſpenſable, that cardinal virtue, Difcre- 
tion; a virtue without which all others loſe 
their exterior luſtre, and which is the only 
adequate guardian of female honour. _ 


I be world will judge, and it has a right 
to judge, by probable appeararices; and 
though innocence may eſcape the ſnare it 
has laid for itſelf in forming an indlſcreet 
appointment, yet reputation will be the 1 in- 
e vitable lacrifice.. | 
The dignity and purity of Maria's $ mind 
left her without an idea of danger from ſuch 
an interview; and even, if a doubt had 
ariſen, her unbounded eſteem for, and con- 
ſidence in, the object of her . would 
enen W. 11 28989 
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YE" OR of the redtitude of Lord Mel. 
vile's intentions, the leaſt .ſhadow of ſuſpi- 
. ion would, in her own opinion, have ren- 
dered her unworthy his generous, his diſin- 
tereſted tenderneſs, 


Her imagination repreſented to her in the 

_ livelieſt colours his tranſport at placing the 

_ © woman he loved in a ſituation ſo worthy of 
her. 


1 She would have almoſt envied ſuch ex- 
ceſs of felicity to any being but Lord Mel- 
vile. £ ; ey 


CES 
CHAP. m W 


P's lordſhip ſaw the hol affair 
through a medium extremely dif- 
ferent, 

Maria's 


* 


Naias invitation-left kim not a doubt of 
ſucceſs in his deſign ;- deſign” he had been 


forming with great caolneſs and deliberation - 


ever ſince he left his father's ſeat i in York- 


ſhire, 


{44 


He therefore fat down, to conſider how 


he ſhould regulate the future houſehold, 
and ſtate the neceſſary expences, of our he- 
roine, whom from this moment he regarded 
as a part of his equipage. 

His warriage, the preliminaries of which 
were ſettled, though he had not yet ſeen his 
intended bride, and which was to be con- 
cluded ſoon after his father's return to town, 
made it impoſſible for him to think of m_ 
her to Groſyenor-ſtreet, 


It was therefore neceſſary ſhe ſhould haye 
a houſe, and an eſtabliſhment al her on.” . 


B 3 Namely 
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* 
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7 by 7 


| Naturally liberal in Mei part of ks: ex- 
pence, he was profuſe, and with a ſtrong 
mixture of oftengation, 3 in bie pleaſures, 


* 


" As no man of the world marries with any 
view but that of paying off the old debts of 
his paternal eſtate, in ordet to be able to 
contract new. ones in his turn, a miſtreſs is 
an almoſt indiſpenſable part of a matrimo- 
nial arrangement in high life; unleſs, Which 
is a plan attended with ſome hazard, affairs 


of gallantry with women in high life thould 


be preferred. 


The declared miſtreſs of a man of his 
rank ought to appear o_ eelati. . 


The declared miſtreſs. i it Was determined 


ſhe ſhould be. Ab 11 


As vanity was the predominant paſſion of 
his ſoul, he could not reſiſt the triumph his 
imagination promiſed him, in producing (as 


911 5 
= . „ 7 ” 4 4 
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ſoon as decency after his marriage would 
permit) ſo much beauty, as his property, 
40 the world, __ | | 


1 


Indeed, his was his moſt powerful motive 
For making choice of our heroine, his in- 
clination being much ſtronger for Dorig- 
non; but Dorignon was not handſome 

ed to do honour to his choice. 


He had however e er Treaſon. for the 
preference | he gave to Miss Villiers. 


The viracity. of. Dorignon's temper ren-- 
dered her. the moſt improper miſtreſs 
breathing for a. man who- intended to 
marry. 


There would have been no anſwering for 
the manner. in which ſhe might have. ex- 
preſſed her iraſcible feelings, .if-ſhe had met 
ber honourable rival in public. 
P Mais, a nas moutong. 
Ie, B:6- 


12 .THE: EXCVR $10N. Bock V. 


The fortune of the deſtined Lady Mel- 
vile, and the conſequent ſettlements to be 
made by his father on himſelf, would ren- 
der bis fituation affluent, and juſtify a little 
extraordinary expence in ſo important an 
e as a — | a 


Miss Villiers 8 perſon, her air, bn con- 
verſation, her deportment, her tout enſem- 
ble, conveyed ſo ſtrikingly the idea of a 
woman of condition; ſhe was ſo formed to 
become an elegant ſtyle of life; her preſent 
appearance (if we ſet aſide her being in a 
lodging) was ſo correſpondent to that idea, 
that he could not think of offering her ge com- 
mon terms. 


Convinced, as he was determined to be, 
that ſhe was an adventurer, and that her 
views correſponded with his own; yet he 
felt a kind of reſpect, when with her, for 
ach he could not account. 

My D 8 It 
. 2 


__ 4 1 23 91 ad 13 
Rand Yo nano 


1 was not bundedent te wille bim dead 
from his purſuit, but it determined him t6 
make ſuch an ample proviſion for her à8 
ſhould demonſtrate to the world the gene- 
rofity of his diſpoſition, and, at the ſame 
time, give the oſtenſible goddeſs of his ido- 
latry that exterior ſplendor! which aims at 
confounding ranks and characters, and pur- 
ting humble virtue out of countenance. 


*F * 


. 
« : 
. — £ 


A made welder, whoſe name I _ 
wy « Virtuous women walk on foot? 
which muſt not be underſtood to inſinuate, 
that only vicious women go in carriages 
and can certainly mean no more than this, 
that, if a woman is not born to a coach, ſhe 
will never acquire one by her virtue, 


— * 


From which premiſes we draw a conclu- 
ſion; a concluſion which may not perhaps 
be univerſally ſubſcribed to, that a coach 


is not, as ſome people ſuppoſe, a neceſſary 


CQNCO= _ 


* 


- 24 run nn Box. Book V. 
concomitant of human happineſs; ſince 
heaven could neyer intend its creatures 
ſhould be leſs happy in proportion as they 
deſerved to be more ſo . 


8784 A ov: 3 $4.95 3% A 


uy n other words, e N. never 1 
dain, that poverty ſhould be neceſſarily the 
— of virtue; or, that Virtuous 
Vomen n walk on foot.” | 

xo 2; propos I have 5 e at the 
various ideas annexed to this ref; pectable 
word, virtue; a word which in ancient 
Nome meant public ſpirit; in modern Rome 
means a taſte in the ſine arts; in England, 
at leaſt in the female vocabulary, means 
.chaſtity ; and in France has little. or no 
meaning at all. | 
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'H ERE are lovers who mink have 
thought it a tedious interval between 
the preſent hour and Thurſday-evening-*” 


Not ſo Lord Melvile: the opera to- night, 
and Bach's concert to-morrow—he did not 
well know how to ſpare Thurſday—if | the 


had luckily fixed on TIO he had no EN» 
gagement. 


ks. 3 Vil 

Some true-born Englithman, ſome ge- 
nuine ſon of nature; who has not ſoftened 
his manners, and hardened his heart, by a 
French education, may perhaps wonder at 
the ſang froid, and ſtoical deliberation, with 
which Lord Melvile purſued a miſtreſs, 
whom: he notwithſtanding intended to 80 
port at an extravagant expence. 


g | He 


9 


16 THE /EX'CURSLION.. Book V. 
He will be ſurprized that he ſhould 
coolly fit don and: calculate this expence 
with the preciſion of a clerk in a merchant's 
coutiting-houſe'; and be fo methodically 
diſcreet in an ir which wenn founded in 
indiſoretion. f | 


He will ſet no bounds to his aſtoniſhment 
when he- is told, that this young man, who 
is not deficient either in underſtanding or 
good · nature, chuſes to incur the guilt of 
ſeduction without even the excuſe of paſſion 
to alleviate his crime. 15 

But a man of bon ton is a man of a 
not of paſſiop; he is inyulnerable to the 

ſhafts of beauty ; and is vicious from prin- 
e not inclination. 


of Love, his adoration is directed. 


* 


* . g 
672 ot 
. 
* 


Chap. IV. Tur zxcu rs Fox. 17 


Not meerly a man of reaſon, he is a man 
of ſnow: or, to expreſs it better in the 
beautiful lines * one of my fair country- 
women: * 77 | amm 


«« Cold as the ſhows of Rhodope r 
« And with the chilling waves of Hebrus "OY 5 
So cold the heart where vanity prefides, 

© Andmeanſelf-lovethe boſom-feelings guides. 


8 


CHAP. "0 


Moment, genele reader, te us tp 

"27 Blaſt's. 

Ten dowagers — her "RY the 
merits of the cauſe were fully ſtated ; and 
after debates which might have done bo- 


The Bleeding Rock, a Legendary Tale; written In 
the true ſpirit of poetry, by Miſs Ban More. 


4 nour - 


nour to the ſenatorial abilities of A— and 
B— themſelves ; debates whence miniſters 
and; patriots might equally have culled the 
- faireſt lowers of elocution ; Miſs Villiers was 
found. guilty of having, by her indiſcretion, 
'forfeited her title to be one of the world, 
and was, in conſequence, adjudged to be 
degraded from the place ſhe at preſent oc- 
cupied in the immaculate coterie into which 
Lady Hardy had fo kindly introduced her. 


The dreadful ſentence of baniſhment 
from what theſe venerable matrons ſtyled 
good company;. was denounced. in form by 
Lady Blaſt; who, after fignifying the de- 
.cree in writing to Miſs Villiers's protectreſs, 
Lady Hardy, — to diſſolye the aſ- 
_ 


The benenalent fſterhood, Wes "a 
Tied. down their chocolate, diſperſed differ- 
ent ways to publiſh the award of the court, 
and, to do their poſſible, that from this in- 


lapt, nobody ſhould let Miſs Villiers in. 
CHAP. 


Chap. VI. T wr '2xcurS1ON. 19 


a lj CHAP. vi. 


ABSORBED 1 in his fairy hes and 
| inſenſible to every object but Lord 
Mel vile, and her unn Maria nn 
in air. 17 | | g g | 


The criſis ſo ardently wiſhed was at hand; 
ſhe was arrived at the meg Rn of 
l if (4s ah 7 5 
emp 

A thouſand * Amen of had, 
the deluſive offspring of credulity and ex- 
pectation, chaced each other, in her imagi- 
nation, like the ever. varying tints of the 


%” 64 


dawn. 2 : | * ' V ; 4a 


| The door opened: ſhe ſtarted from her 
reverie, on On OR > Ham 
mond. & 


PHE, BXCURSION. Bock V. 


The amiable old man advanced; 2 new 
ſource of pleaſure-opened-ow her mind; he 
could only come to bring her an anſwer in 
wee her tragedy. Ie " 47 


Ara . $6 A 429 1272 04 ap Gitns 


27 Certain ob ſucreſt in this incereNting point, 
the did not obſerve the traces of en, 
ment on bis countenance. 


— * 


— * 


1 his narrative, which we- e 
to the peruſal of all young votaries of the 
Dramatic Muſe, will appear to moſt advan- 
tage in a 8 * | 


* b ahi tors fd $i 2: 


este i. 127 at „ ee 


1% Ni obedienee to your commands, ma- 
--1:: dam, I ſent your itagedy to the 
= + acting manager the very day I had the 
'$ * honour of attending you before. 

4 E : 1 «1 accom- 


Chap- VII. X E 5X CURSLON. Bs 


6 J accompanied the packet with a letter, 


* requeſting him to read the play, which 
<< was written by a friend for whoſe ſucceſs 


„was as anxious as I ſhould. be for my 


ec own, with attention; 3 and to give me his 
* deciſive anſwer this mornings when Ii in- 


46 tended to have the pleaſure < of calling 0 on 


* . 
« % t * Td 


'M bim to receive it. 16 7 


I vent accordingly at dende he hour 
e which I ſuppoſed would be moſt conve- 


66 dient to him. 92 (15% git 11 of 1 8 


e. 5317 { 34% 2971 2 ein * 


18 BW: 


— 


6 As he loves to * dn: good terms 


« with all authors of teputation Who have 
the complaiſance not to write for the 
<6theatre,:as he las meaſures to keep with 
cc me on account of ſome of my connrerions, 


and as he knows enough of my temper to 
25 e aſſured it is not calgulated farſgttand- 


ce, I. Was, won 
up m hame. 


{TIS 


Pp BRAID A ſent 


Do ans ans oh 


22 HE EXT RSTORN. Bock V. 


l found him ſurroumded by a train of 
anxious expectants, for ſome of whom I 
felt che gn arr eb | 


4 . ; * 2 C 
. 53% * "+ 


1 Aung ſt the reſt I ſaw— but I kolben 
© his ceſpettable name: an involuntary ſigh 
„ eſcaped me; I could ſcarce avoid ex- 
« claiming aloud, Alas! to what is genius 


<&« reduced! 


4 The train which compoſed this great 
« man's levee all retired on my entrance; 
et when the following: converſation took 
« place; a converſation Which will convince 
cc you I over- rated my little intereſt, in ſup- 
aeg T could ſecure d a can. 


M 50 fr, I am happy amy ching 


„ procures me the pleaſure of ſeeing you 


ny 
avs < 


talking 1 you only laſt week” '— 


« I am 


Chap. VII. THE EXCURSFON, 23 


_— | am much obliged to you, fir, but the 
« 2 on which ee de 


— "5 


"> Wby=——_——_ ur of 
« your friend's —You look amazingly well, 
« mydear ſir In ſhort—this play -I ſhould 


« be charmed to oblige you but ee 
* terribly overſtocked”— n 20101jp0 


B n 
- e 4 
* Fg ” . . — ee \ 


« ] am not to 18 that you have many 
u applications, and therefore determined to 
te wart on you in time ou have read the 
play, 1 take gr panes ine gr 4 oa tay 1» 


A _y 9 | © ut 3 
8 14 


« 8 —po— not abſolutly 
« read. ir—Such a multiplicity. of affairs 
« Juſt ſkimmed the ſurface -! 2 


« Will You ke any. chocolate, 1. * 
« friend os 


% | . | t * 
— A « © Q * » h ; 
| _ 1 82 * "x t 
ww | 4 % 
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1 THEEXCURS1TON. Book V. 


4 1 have only this moment breakfaſted, 
6 ir — But to our play.“ 


* True— this play the writing ſeems 


not bad—ſomething tender—ſomething* 
like ſentiment - but not an atom of the 
vis cumicu. TTY Eames 3d-) 


- d - 
Wy 1 1 ! 


on In a tragedy, my "by fir 2” 


ex mate proteſt I had 8 
„ Was thinking of Mr. What-d'ye-call- 
« um's comedy, which he left with! me laſt? 


« Tucſday. 


— 


But why tragedy? why not write co- 


* medyꝰ There are real forrows enough ſh 


«life without going to ſeek them att 3 
«theatre— Tragedy dots not pleaſe as it 
& uſed to do, 1 aſſure you, fir, Ford e 


ws + 1-00 ; 6c Your 


8 


Chap. VII. 1E ENG RLM 25: 


ec Vou ſee I ſcarce ever play tragedy 
« now? The public taſte is quite changed 
within theſe three or four years? 


« Yet Braganza— 


- 4 . 
s & © 117 P * + . a 1 7 
a . i 4 


Wands” - tacky kit, I confeſs —ſomething well 

«in the laſt ſcene—But as I was ſaying, 
e fir—your friend's play—there are good 
lines But the fable—the manners — 
the conduct people imagine —if authors 
« would be directed but they are an in- 
* corrigible race. 


ce Ah! Mr. Hammond! we have no wri- 
.* ters now---there was a time your Shakeſ- 
© peares and old Bens-If your friend would 
* call on me, I could propoſe a piece for 


him to alter, which perhaps“ 
-— erer e 


Vor. II. _ «© My 


i 
1 ' 
| 
=_ | 
a | 
1 
_ 


-— — — 2 — — —— 2 _ 
ee dt 2 „„ DN_—_ 
; he 2 n * . 4 "IS * * i . 
— i a 
| * 


„ 


1. ee R's 10 R. Book W. 


nn My eig fir, - does not extend 
„beyond the tgedy in queſtion; there. 
** fore due. will Tie, you: N return to 
hat.“ bu 
2191788 3550 * 2 . : 


"ee Be 1⁰ 1 10 ear fir, as to reach me 
te the gentleman's play: it lies pager: * 


* xight-hand PUP Lf 1 an 


Ae Wie: +47 + p< 5 v - B+ 381 TY 


ne Wok the py, "_ was ſtill 
jn the cover in which T had ſent it, 
and it was eaſy ey mt never been 


« opened. 


3 
* 


— 


. He nee) over the leaves with an air 
« of the moſt ſtoical e 
* ceeded : 4 4 


* 


20 There is a kind of a - ſort of a 
ſmattering of genius in this tion, 


- which 


1 


ChapeVIL AE ο nen. 27 
< which convinces me the writer, with pro- 


<< per, advice, might come to et in 
« time. A 


« Bat theſe authors and afrer all, what 
c do they do? They bring the meat indeed, 
* but who inſtructs them how to cook; it? 
«© Who points out the proper ſeaſoning for 
«the dramatic ragoit? Who furniſhes the 
* ſavoury ingredients to make the diſh! pa- 
* latable? Who brings the Attic falt?—the 
Cayenne pepper?—the—the—a—Tis 
<< amazing the pains I am forced to take 
+ with theſe people, in order to give reliſh 
c to their inſipid productions 


I have no doubt of all this, ſir; but 
the morning is wearing away. 


« You have many avocations, and 1 
would not take up your time; I have only 
ne word to add to what I have ſaid: I 
. e ave too late for the preſent ſel- 
$0614 C 2 6 fon 


4 
1 5 
g 
* * 
. 3 — 


ws, THEEXCURSION.; Book V. 


-< {on ; but you will oblige me infinitely if 
* you will make room for ann n 
ame * | S323 


Mee The next abe e dear e 
,L it is abſolutely impoſſib ble II have now 
*8/Gxaind<twenty new trapedies on my pro- 
*:ife-liſt—beſides; I have not read it ?— 
% That is—if— if —a— your friend will 
«ſend it me in July if 1 approve it in 
4% july, I will endeavour let me ſee -u hat 
« year is this? —0, I remember — tis ſe- 
ce yenty-five—Yes—if iT think it will do, I 
ee wilkendeavour to bring it out in the win- 


*< ter of —the winter of eighty-· t ]ͤ op. 


„ That is, if my partner if Mr. —— 
ce ſhould have made no engagement, un- 
* known to me, for that year, which may 
Fe 1 it out of iS evra er tl gg 
1 An e ders . 

4 1 wiſhed bins wood 3 


* and have — wo your tragedy. 
4 have 
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6e] have related the converſation literally, 
« on which you are to make your own re- 
« flections: whatever may be your future 
te determination, you will find me 3 
ready to execute your commands. 


* 6 g 0 . 
| ” ; - 
0 * 
h 
* 4 9 6 
ns © . 


CHAP. var. 


'T HE lively red i in the cheek of Maria 
went and returned a thouſand times 
in the courſe of this narration ; her heart 
beat thick with contrary paſſions; fear, a 
faint ray of hope, uncertainty, difappoint- 
ment, indignation, took their turns; the 
latter at length prevailed, and enabled her 
to bear this unexpected ſtroke with becom- 
mg ſpirit. 


G3 


She 


— 7 = — 
* 
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she repreſſed the tear which was ready 
to ſtart, the tear of blended reſentment and 
diſtreſs. 


* 


She determined to make no further ap- 
plication to the theatres till ſhe ſhould glit- 
ter in the gay circle as Lady Melvile ; and. 
the moment that event, which could not be 
far diſtant, ſhould take place, to make a pre- 
ſent of her piece to the other houſe; let- 
ting the manager who had treated her ſo 


contemptuouſly know, whoſe play it was be 


had not condeſcended to read. 


Elated with this idea, ſhe: thanked Mr. 
Hammond for the unpleaſing ſtep he had 
taken in the hope of ſerving her; and re- 
placed the unfortunate tragedy in her bu- 
Teau, with an air of tranquillity which ef. 


fectually deceived him. 


] He 
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Ne was now convinced of what he had 
beſore, from her apparent anxiety, a littte 
doubted, that fame was the only object ſhe. 
had in view, and that no inconvenience 
would ariſe from her waiting. a more fa- 
vourable moment. | 


Perfectly at eaſe in this point, he pro- 
ceeded to give her his opinion on the gene- 
ral ſubject of writing for the theatre; a 
purſuit in which her ſex, her delicacy of 
mind, her rectitude of heart, her honeſt 
pride, and perhaps her genius, were all 
ſtrongly againſt her ſucceſs, 


He adviſed her to keep her piece - not 
nine years, but till more liberal maxims ef 
government ſhould take place in the impor- 
tant empire of the theatre; an empire on 
the faithful adminiſtration of which de- 
pended, not only national taſte, but in. a 
great degree national virtue. 

C 4 | «& The: 
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„ The incoherent jumble of words with- 
« out ideas, which I have been repeating to 
you, madam,” purſued he, © is, I am 
* told, the general anſwer to dramatic wri- 
ters, who are intended to be diſguſted by 
this unworthy treatment, which the ma- 
* nagers honour with the name of policy, 
from thinking of any future applica- 
© tions. 


« That vulgar, ' unenlightened, minds 
&« ſhould act with this wretched imitation | 
© of craft (for even craft is here too re- 
ſpectable an appellation), I ſhould natu- 
rally expect; but that a man of excellent 
% onderſtanding, of the moſt diſtinguiſhed 
« talents, the idol of the public; with as 
* much fame as his moſt ardent wiſhes can 
* aſpire to, and more riches than he knows 
* how -to- enjoy; ſhould deſcend ro ſuch 
& contemptible arts, with no nobler a view 


chan that of zobBing the Dramatic Muſe, 
& to 
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«to whom he owes that fame and thoſe 
«riches, of her little ſhare of the reward, is 


4a truth almoſt too improbable to be be- 


ce je ved. 


&© Would it not have been wiſer, as well 
& as more manly, to have ſaid, in the clear- 
& eſt and moſt unambiguous terms,” 


© Sir, we have no occaſion for new pieces 
* while there are only two Engliſh theatres 
« ina city ſo extenſive and opulent as Lon- 
« don; a city which, in the time of Eliza- 
« beth, when the frequenters of the theatre 
ere not a tenth part of the preſent, ſup- 
ported ſeventeen. 


« We will therefore never receiye apy 


© new production but when we are com- 
e pelled to it by recommendations which 
« we dare not refuſe: nor will I read the 
e tragedy you bring, leſt its merit thould 
* make me aſhamed to reject i it.“ 


C 5 N de This 


c 
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+. 6 This would have been indeed the lan- 
&« guage of a thankleſs ſon of the drama 
WY the Janguage of a man having no object 
e in view but his own emolument Und want- 
« ing gratitude to that publick, and to that 
4 beautiful art, to which he was ſo much 
4c indebted; but it would have been the 
ce language of a man, and a man poſſeſſed of 
L ſufficient courage to avow his en 
4 of action. „ N 


* TS... 
- . 
„ 


Indulge me a moment longer. The 
« perſon, of whom I have been ſpeaking, 
« deſerves, in his profeſſion, all the praiſe 
« we can beſtow : he has thrown new lights 
« on the ſcience of action, and has, per- 
e haps, reached the ſummit of theatrical 


6 perfection. 


« ] ſay; perhaps, becauſe there is no limit- 
«ing the Powers of the human mind, or 


* 2 where 1 it will ſtop. i 
+> „% Tf 
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It is poſſible he may be excelled, 
though that he may be equal led is rather 
* to be wiſhed than expected, whenever (if 
« that time ever comes) his retiring ſhall 
t leave the field open to that emulation 
„ which both his merit and his management 
6s have contributed to extinguiſh, 


J repeat, that, as an actor, the publick 
have ſcarce more to wiſh than to ſee him 
« equalled ; as an author, he is not devoid 
«of merit; as a manager, he has, I am 
«© afraid, ever ſeen the dawn of excellence, 
© both in thoſe who aſpired to write for, or 
© to tread, the theatre, with a reluctant ' 
© eye; and has made it too much his ob- 
« ject, if common ſenſe, aided by impartial 
& gbſervation, is not deceived, . To blaſt * 
* each riſing literary bloſſom, and plant 
E thorns round the pillow of genius *.“ 

| On. 3 
F Wie * the above Chapter was written, bue 


before it was committed to the preſs, chis great theatri- 
gh CY cal 
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On a favourite theme the garrulous old 
man would have expatiated much longer, 
had he not obſerved an air of impatience in 
Miſs Villiers, who was not inclinedto attend 
to reaſoning, on a ſubje& where both her 
paſſions and her intereſt were ſo much con- 
cerned, He therefore took leave, and pro- 
miſed to call on her again in a Gay or two. 


cal luminary diſappeared from his orbit. As the writer 

honours his talents, chough ſhe diſapproves his illiberał 

maxims of gorernment, ſhe has unatfected pleaſure in 

predictive, that the various excellencies of his perfor- 

mance will be remembered with delight, when the er- 

rors of his management, though fatal to literature, ſhall 
be conſigned to oblivion. 

She wiſhes him a ealm and honourable retreat under 
the ſhade of his own laurels: laurels which Candour, 
will exult in twinjng round his brow, and Nein to 

have been fairly won. 

- May ſhe be here indulged in a wiſh, which he almoſt 
-ventures to call a prediction, that the dramatic Muſe 
may again raiſe-her head; and new Shakeſpeares, new 
Sophocleſes, new Garricks, ariſe, under the auſpices 
of a manager who has ſufficient genius to be above 
envy, and ſufficient liberality of min to be incapable 
of avarice ? 


2 | "4 CHAP 
1 : » + 2 * 


* 
. 
K 
" \/- 


Chap. IX. THE EXCURSION: 37 


, 65 e ee 


RATEFUL as Miſs Villiers really 
was for Mr. Hammond's very friendly 
interpoſition in favour of her tragedy, ſhe 


was not Pet fatisfied with his made of | 


N 11 


application. „ 


Fe had Jevendel too much on himſelf; | 


and on his ſuppoſed incerell with ae e 


manager. 


— « 


He had, beſi des, even from his own ac- 
count, con ver ſed with this gentleman in a 


ſtyle far removed from the perſuaſive, and 


not a little tending towards the d atorial. 


} * 


much to blame. . 


J 


> It) 1 
Alfter all, the manager might not be 0 
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Mr. Hammond had neglected adverting- 
to two circumſtances, which appeared to her. 
of infinitely more importance to her ſucceſs. 
than the protection of fifty peeraly © old fel 
lows like himſelf. 


The circumſtances he had thus 1 
ouſly omitted to mention, would naturally 
have had great weight with a man of ge- 
nius, who as ſuch could not fail of being a 
man of delicate and refined gallantry, and 
à zealous partizan of female excellence. 


e ; 

He ſhould have urged, that the piece in 
queſtion was. the production of a woman 
Ihe might, without the imputation of flat- 
tery, have added, of a young and amiable. 
woman, of family and unblemiſhed charac - 
ter), and that the part of the heroine was 
exquiſitely adapted to diſplay in full light 
the brilliant powers of the actreſs who filled 
the firlt characters at his theatre. 


She had hinted both theſe particulars to 


Me. Hammond the firſt time he had at- 
tended 
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tended her on this buſineſs; but a ſarcaſti- 
cal ſmile of diſapprobation had f 
her entering further 1 into the ſub), ect. Als 
Abe ih is, e declined ufgz te 
guments, becauſe he thought them both 
extremely unfavourable to the cauſe... 


She was not quite clear ſhe had ated 
wiſely in conſulting his Mr. Hammond; he 
might be a very good kind of man, but 
apparently ignorant of the world; nor did 
ſhe find that he was a man anybody knew. 


He was ſplenetic, fretful ; and ſhe could 
not help believing, from the ſevere ſtyle in 
which he ſpoke of theatrical direction in ge- 
neral, that he had, in the early part of his 
life, been a candidate, and an unſucceſsful | 
one, for the dramatic laurel: | 9 TY 

In this, however, ſhe was miſtaken „ as 
ſhe was in imagining ſhe _ the world 

better 


HAY 
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better than a man who had paſſed all his 
life, and that life not a ſhort one, in the firſt 


company of which it is compoſed. 


He had not indeed the honour of being 
of a certain ſet; but there were coteries ra- 
ther more eſtimable, where his merit re- 
ceived the moſt flattering diſtinctions. 


But to return to- Miſs Villiers. 


She now wiſhed ardently ſhe had pur- 
fucd her firſt plan, of writing to, or ſeeing, 
the manager herſelf; ſhe was certain ſhe 
ſhould have ſucceeded better; nor ſhould 
ſhe, in that caſe, have been without hopes 
of prevailing on this great actor to perform 


the character in her piece which ſhe had 


written on purpoſe for him. 


It was however too late to take this ſtep, 
and therefore regret was folly. 


She 


1 n 
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She had judged ill in truſting this impor- 
tant affair to a ſtranger, but no matter— © _ 8 
Lady Melvile's play would undoubtedly be 
received, though Miſs Villiers's had not even 
been read. 


She could not recollect this laſt humi- 
liating circumſtance without feeling her re- 
ſentment againſt the manager revive. 


The blaſh of anger had not left her 
cheek, when Lord MEER, unexpedtedly, 
entered the room. 


His Lordfhip, who had been riding in 
Hyde Park, had there met the forely Lady 
B—, who had inſiſted ſo earneſtly, before 
twenty of the moſt faſhionable people in 
town, on his meeting her at Almack's on 
Thurfday evening, that he muſt have loſt 
all reputation as a gallant man had he re- 
fuſed, 

Not 


- - — — 
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Not that he had the leaſt inclination for 
Lady B—, or ſhe for him: on the contrary, 
ſhe was ſtrongly ſuſpected of giving the pre- 
ference to her Lord; but ſhe was amazingly 
the ton, and — to be diſtinguiſhed 
by her was of the utmoſt conſequence. 


What was to be done in this perplexing 
ſituation? To have poſtponed an aſſigna- 
tion, would have been as great a ſoleciſm in 
gallantry as to have . refuſed; Lady B—'s 


challenge: to anticipate. it, would have a 


much better air. 


He ſettled it with himſelf, to call on Miſs. 


Villiers before he went home; to diſſemble 
a little impatience, and to prevail. on, her, if 


poſſible, to change the time ſhe had, fixed 
for their tete-a- tete, and permit him to. ſup 
with her the approaching evening, after the 


OPEC Lad. 


He 
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He addreſſed her with that perſuaſive 
eaſy grace ſo natural to him on all occaſions, 
and ſo extremely uſeful on moſt, and found 
very little difficulty in carrying his point. 


Her preſent ſituation, ſetting her love 
aſide, made procraſtination extremely incon- 
venient to her: ſhe had failed in one of her 
great purſuits; it was therefore indiſpenſa- 
bly requiſite ſhe ſhould be clearly informed 
what ſhe had to expet as to the other ; and 
an eclairciſſement, though her modeſty 
would. have deferred it, could not arrive too 
ſoon, | 


Lord Melvile returned home to drefs ; 
and Maria ſent for Mrs. Mertick up ſtairs, 
to order her ſupper. 


She explained herſelf no farther than by 
ſaying, ſhe ſhould have a friend to ſup with 
her, and deſiring to have the table ſer out 
with elegance, 

Mrs. 
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Mrs. Merrick ſuppoſed the expected gueſt 
to be Lady Hardy, who had more than once 
ſupped with our heroine before; but had 
too much reſpect for her young lady (ſo 
ſhe always called Miſs Villiers) to aſk the 
queſtion. 


She withdrew, to make the neceſſary ar- 
rangements for the evening; and Miſs Vil- 
liers retired to her drefling-room, to prepare 
for the moſt important hour of her life; 
an hour, on the events of which depended 
the good or ill of her whole future days; 
an hour, which was to decide whether ſhe 
was deſtined to be the moſt wretched, or 
the moſt happy, of womankind. 


Sanguine as ſhe naturally was, the diſap- 
pointment of the morning had a little * 
her preſumption. 


She 
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She had been, in idea, quite as certain of 
ſucceſs in the one point as in the other; and 


yet ſhe had failed, 


But then—there was a very eſſential dif- 
ference—She was a ſtranger to the manager, 
and it was therefore eaſy to miſtake his cha- 
rater and turn of thinking. 


She had ſuppoſed (and ſhe might per- 
haps, if any manager had elevation of mind 
ſufficient to try the experiment, be juſtified 
in this ſeemingly Utopian idea), that the di- 
rector of a theatre muſt at the ſame time taſte 
the moſt refined pleaſure, and reap the moſt 
permanent advantage, in encouraging ge- 
nius and gratifying the publick, by giving 
pieces of ſuperior excellence, without re- 
gard to any conſideration but that excellence 
itſelf, 


On 
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On this ſuppoſition, after Mr. Ham- 
mond's very favourable judgement of her 
tragedy, ſhe had looked on it as certain it 
would be received. 


She had therefore only formed illuſive ex- 
pectations by the commoneſt error in the 
world; that of reaſoning right on principles 
which, unhappily, were wrong. 


In reſpect to Lord Melvile the caſe was 
very different; ſhe was almoſt as well ac- 
quainted with his heart as with her own. 
Could that countenance deceive—But 
away with ſuſpicion—Lord Melvile's mind 
was as faultleſs as his form. 


His ſoul was an emanation of the divini- 
ty: a lively image of the fir/t good, firſt per- 
feet, and firſt fair. | 


Beſides, 
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Beſides, on this intereſting occaſion, her 
own opinion, or rather her own heart, Was 
to direct her conduct. 


Mr. Hammond, with his chilling, ſuſpi- 
cious, ſuperannuated policy, had, / thank 
heaven:! nothing to do in this affair, 


Her hair-drefſer interrupted this train of 
reflections: he was deſired to exert his ut- 
moſt ſkill; he obeyed, bur ſhe was far from 
being ſatisfied : he had never dreſſed her ſo: 
well, yet never found it 1 impoſſible to 
pleaſe. I 


* 
7 
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His work finiſhed, he obſerved, with a 
very reſpectful bow, that her ladyſhip had 
had the goodneſs. to order her bill; he. 
ſhould not have taken the liberty. to remind 
her of this, had he not been in great diſ- 
treſs to make up a payment the next morn- 


ing. 


Both 
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Both her own temper, and the education 

given her by Col. Dormer, had inſpired her 
with the laudable pride of diſdaining to be 
in debt. 


Fhe therefore paid him, however incon- 
venient, and found ſhe had only twenty 
pounds remaining. 


She had till an hundred and twenty to 
pay, the greater part of which ſhe every 
moment expected to be aſked for. 


She repented having been ſo precipitate 
in calling in her bills. 


Yet it was neceſſary to form ſome-judge- 
ment of her ſituation in reſpect to money 
and who could have ſuppoſed her tragedy 
would not have been received? 


Alas! 
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Alas! the ideal ſource of wealth, on 
which ſhe had fo Red relied, was no 
more! 


She did not 7 to Link-chonld Lord 


Melvile deceive her—But it was a degree 
of ſacrilege even to ſuppoſe it poſſible— 


At all events ſhe determined on a truce 
with care for the approaching evening. 


So diGntereſted a lover deſerved that the 
ſhould meet him dreſt in ſmiles. 


The day paſt on; my rior will judge 


of her anxiety. 


She dined; that is, ſhe ſat down to table 
—ſhe drank tca—the hours paſt heavily 
along. 


Vol. II. D She 


— 
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* She traverſed her apartment, ſhe changed 
hey feat a thouſand times the attempted x to 
read—-the.] book "might have been Greek— oh 

Ten o'clock came; he had bronfiſed not 
to ſtay the whole opera—the watchman went 
the half .hour—ſhe had never known half 
an hour ſo long—eleven—ſhe looked pee- 
viſhly at her watch—at a quarter paſt eleven, 
Lord =_ made his a 15 by dap - 

A choufabd apologies—the croud—his 
| carriage could not get up he had met with 
ladies in diſtreſs in the paſſage, and could 
not refuſe his aſſiſtance Nothing was ever 
10 un luck Sbe might Juge What mut 
have been his 1 e N C1 


ne n her with a une t af 
com his father's villa in Kent, praiſed her 
drets, and told her all the little anecdotes 


* 


of che opera. ON 
IS She 


* 


Chap IX. TE XU SVEN, 8 


She talked 100, 48 ſobn üs that mixture 
of anxiety and diffidence, which had taken 
poſſeflion of her o Lord Melvile': s entrance, | 
nou give * nee * ay | ar; 
dhe Akio 800 1661 ſhe taked! 


Could he be otherwiſe chan charmed !— 
ſhe ralked of him. IR 


I 3141 


She praiſed his dreſs; every Ks 
wore was ſo exquiſitely fancied. | 


> i 
4 


Ne was in all ſo ſuperior to WY men! 


She Aattered, without herſelf perceiving 
it, his taſte, his underſtanding, his polue- 
neſs, his knowledge of the world, his re- 
dae connoiſſeurſhip in the elegant arts. 


He Was. enchanted—yith the ſubject a 
leaſt. | 


1308 90 
0 
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ſupper. 25 . 
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He liſtened to ber wich the moſt gentle 
complacency, found ſhe had infinite wit, 
though ſhe had not yet faid one word which 


merited ſuch an appellation; and applauded 


himſelf for having once made a choice for 


which he ſhould not haye occaſion to baſh. 


He repaid 9 in kind the incenſe the 10 


liberally beſtowed ; the converſation was 
conſequently, pretty dull, and, as it could 
entertain only themſelves, may be omitted 
wirhout any loſs to the reader. 


This mild, inoffenfive chit-chat filled up 
the interval, a very ſhort one, between his. 
lordſhip's arrival, and the appearance 'of 


- 20 bo. 


They fat down; Lord Melvile ate ama- 
zingly, found every thing excellent, aſked 


if her cook was French, and was with dif- 


ficulty convinced of the contrary. 
or, 12 


Mrs. 
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Mrs. Merrick kad realty this evefing 

 furpaſſed herſelf; and ſhe was by no means 

unlettered in the faſhionable f n of good 
eating. 7 9 1 68. ti Ba nett 


. * « 4 7 12 


MIſs A n inebriated eh the pleaſi ing 
hope of finding Lord Melvile the man of 
honour ſbe had always believed him, and 
happy at ſeeing him appear pleaſed with 
her entertaintnent, forgot the eren 


criſis of her _ was arrived. k 
141 100 J. 


WY * ˖ that SEM lie maſt r 
bably 14 its 12 5 from the hour Ther 


was on the wing; and found her anxiety, 
before the ſapper was. ended, give Way to 
modeſt confidence and eonvivial Ow 

She recovered that chearful caſe, "hes 
fomerhi ing above ſerenity, which is ſo abſo- 
an — to render our, ſocial | mgr 


C „ 
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ments pleaſing ; and gave Way, res, 
to aw the natural vary of her t. 
Abe Yewirebing N of ber 7 1 
ofidefs of her manner; that lovely femini- 
ty ſo conſpicuouſly wanting in his Dorig- 
non; her ſprightly ſallies, chaſtiſed by de- 
ticacy and good- breeding; commanded Lord 
Melvile's admiration through all his /ang 
froid, and threw a new luſtre round the at- 
traQtive graces of her perſon. 


 Poiſoned as his taſte unhappily was by 
the boundleſs licence of vicious converſa- 
Won, he yet found a thouſand unexpected 
charms in b Wir of our heroine, EE 4s 


3 7 4 Y 
= 


ne even (Sm der amuſing, of which 
Gl this moment he had not conceived Ie 
"HI idea. 


Nes 


is 1981 ba "STRATE : 2 5 
e bis felClowe: was gratiffed to its ut- 


6ſt extent by * Ry aſſiduous attention 
Li | to 
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to pleaſe, by her ſmiles of undiſſembled af- 
fection (for ſne really loved him), ie found 
its account almoſt as much in her perfec- 
tions as in his own and he therefprę pou- 
templated them with-almoſt equal fatisfuc- 
ont e eie, 8 N 1 Foo F vr 

He had, he was convinced, notlijag : 95 
ſeas from avowing his deſign, | therefore. Wil 
not avow it? He even fancied ſhe, expected | 
a propoſal of the Sp. which, be. intended 
rt 


Has tenderneſs for kim was too . 
to be miſtaken. «3 ant 1594 55 195 
$9091!) 4 

Yet, Reins as it may ſeem to ne of 
our readers, that very tenderneſs, hich 
merited the utmoſt delicacy on big part: 
her unaffected  modeſty*; the elegance ot 
der manners; her apparent innocence 
(whether real or aſſumed he was not at, pre- 
tent. able to determine); all rogerher awsd 
Dy * kin 
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him into a temporary ſilence on the e 


which had erna his n 


| He talked bf love; 5 it is true; but it was 
in ſuch general terms as could not have 
alarmed the moſt ſcrupulous, the moſt ap- 
prekenſive virtue; in ſuch terms as con- 
firmed Maria inthe unhappy deluſion which 
nad betrayed her into the imprudent part 
ſne was unfortunately acting. 


e 


CHA ©. x. 


HEY had appel the converſation 
Was beginning to grow intereſting. 


Lord Melvile, 85 a W We proteſta« 
tions of the moſt ſincere = had 
gone fo far as to declare that the happineſs _ 
of his future life depended entirely on paſ- 
ſing it with her. r 

He 
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He had proceeded, in expreſſions which 
were rather equivocal, to offer her carte 
ebe in reſpect to ſettlements. . 


ho i her idea of the word ſenlemeg dif- 
ſered very eſſentially from his lordſhip's, 
ſhe looked on their marriage as concluded, 
and could with difficulty reſtrain the tranſ- 
ports of her heart. 1 


She bluſhed, looked abaſhed, dropped a 
tear of mixed tenderneſs and gratitude, and 


was for ſome time unable to ſpeak. 


Sbe at laſt aſſumed ſufficient courage to 
tell him, though with heſitation, that ſhe 

had the moſt lively ſenſe of his lord 
generofity and nobleneſs of ſentiment ; but 
that ſhe loved him for himſelf alone, and 

3 ind; fferent to — other confidera- 
on. 


— 24 1 
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As he looked on theſe as words of courſe, 
which meant nothing, he eee her tobe 
more 63 e 51 621 | 


E107 Di] DSI Thee 1 


Sbe was going to jeſt Hike to Col. 
Dormer | for an anſwer, when the door 
opened, and a very genteel man, about 
cache five, in regimentals, enteted the 
room, with an air of the moſt perfect eaſe 
and unconcern, humming a part of one of 
the favourite ſongs in err | 


He ſtopped ſhort, appeared confuſed, 
looked round with aſtoniſhment, and, ad- 
drefling Maria with the moſt reſpectful air, 
attempted to apologize for ap intruſion 
which he had not intended. 


7 


4 Can you. forgive me, madam? I found 
& the ſtreet-door open, and miſtook f it for 
„ my own apartment, n is in the next 
A houſe. - 


«Iam 


ſurprize. 


was very improbable, to ſay no more. 


chap-X. 7468 END 1.059 . 


Lam aſhamed of my indiſcretion, dur 
you have nothing to fear from ĩt. 75 


95315 Ie O D100 


He hurried down, after he had faid this, 


1 


without waiting for an anſwer. ITS 


+ rp gin 
9 # + A® 


Neither Miſs. Villiers. nor Lord Melee 
could ſpeak; they were both petrified, With. 


01997: 
ifs ty; 


His jordſhip's was, however, a a furprize 
mixed with nn and chagrin. 


| He knew not how to ove credit to the 
ſtranger's ſtory of miſtaking the houſe; it 


7717 


Y 


1217 


He might be a lover, and a FTE 
one; or, at leaſt, one who had. been fa» 


voured, and was ſtill. in | the lift of ber: 


| biend „ 


SL! 
ti, 


D & 


6 13? 


— — = 
—  ———— — 


- — —œ 
4 et a EE .0I 
; A Cx — 2 — — —_— 
= —_ — =_ oy 
— C . 
— — R * — — — — 2 — 


——— 


d % THE: EXCURSION. Bock V. 


His familiar manner of entering the 
room, his unembarraſſed addreſs to Maria, 
his retiring without waiting an anſwer, gave 
Lord; Melvile, who had been taught to 
think ill of the human heart, ſuſpicions Kill 
more injurious to both. 


Ts even fancied, and how creative is 


fancy! that he had ſeen mutual glances of 
Intelligence. Rok : 


He thoug ht it more than poſſible me was 
in danger of becoming a dupe to the moft 
infamous artifice; and that Maria, in her 
ſeeming attachment to him, had been only 
acting an alfumtd character, in order to PO 
ceivc. n 


His vanity combated, but could not con- 


Poet, chis * 7 moifying” idea, ohn 


3 


| Unable to recover his pd ae or 
to reſolye in what manner to take this ex- 
1 traordinary 


Chaps. Tram E Teu Aston. Gt 
traordinary adventure, he found it impoſſi- 


ble, and indeed he thought it nene — 
nen the yang ; 121% 1 4 
£4 11 Gl 


- Mi Villiers, a was ain more aten 
lud without having merited to be t fl 
ſo, had an air of perplexity and ſelf-cf 
demnation, which added OY. to Lord 
RENT een Tit 


71 
4 1664 


l was RY more at a loſs him his 
lordſhip, how to behave in ſo. uncommon a 
dee * 


"93 211 © 


| The convalon he felt c on _ ſtranger's 
entering the room, gave her the firſt idea of 
her own imprudence in allowing Lord Melt 
vile's midnight viſit. | 


The &rangar's — 11 1 


though apparently reſpectful, ſhewed too 
— 50 5 n een the 
Parte; 0" 191 5 e 


Vit 


She 
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ks, of 


19 „ 


— Wag me was ddtvinained: to 
de more guarded for the future; * en- 
treated Lord e to retire. 
892 Nite 09! | Dann . 
She was not bene apbetheitfion.in as w 
the winner of his eſteem. 6 {gel 
$541! it 0 ov 49519 bs hn Sore 0 
She dreaded loſing his good opinion; Hs 
that very indiſcretion of which her too great 
anxiery to —_ him N been the ſole 


eee J 51 6 5 x6 TI FR04 Trl 74 


. 


- The Jelicacy inſeparable. how 15 8 
tion taught her to de the more careful of 
hee own honour decauſe it was bon to be 


his. 3 


*ſhort, without knowing well how to 
develop her ideas, ſhe found them crowd 
upon her too faſt for expreſſion; nor in- 
deed were they ſuch as ſhe would have 
choſen indiſcriminately to communicate. 
ka) The 
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The: continuity of che ſcene being brolten 
by this unexpected event, and both feeling 
an embarraſſment which made it very diflts, 
cult to recover the thread of their diſcourſes 
each found a thouſand plauſible reaſons: for 
ſeparating, and dleferring the ſubject, on 
which: they were EY to another 
de- nt el ai effekt 
A 05 ba o DHA voyages 

His bedhips led — 
ths art which he had taken ſo much pains 
to acquire, got ſo entirely the better of his 
diſpleaſure, that he left her without her en- 
tertaining the ſlighteſt ſuſpicion that he at- 
tri huted to her any en in een 
adventure. die 2170 


He was really extremely at a Toſs, as well 
how to determine on this important point, 
as how to form a jun idea of her S 
— | 


He 
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He heſitated whether to pronounce her 
the moſt artleſs, arne PAC en of 
L n fl: 


1000 be very aby, in which we wiſh 
he had more imitators, looked on his father 
as his firmeſt friend, and the perſon moſt 
intereſted in his happineſs, he with great 
prudence reſolved to ſuſpend the preſent 
negotiation till Lord Claremont's return to 
town; to give his lordſhip, without diſguiſe 
or pall lation, a circumſtantial relation of the 
Whole tranſaction, ſo far as it had already 
gone; and to aſk his advice whether he 
ought, in common diſcretion; to reſume, or 
to relinquiſh, his purſuit of our heroine, 
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CHAP. 4. 
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7h EN Miſs vine coſe' in the morn- 
ing, ſhe found Mrs. Merrick in her 
dining toom wiithg' her coming, in order 
ro attend herſelf, 0 ſhe —_— did, dur- 


ing | fait. 2 i 191 on! 1979 91 
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lach, for it is ee ER Od 


hit 
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The grave au as; this. ode woman 


alarmed ber 3: the onqutred; uin me mot 
kindneſs * u mr if wood was Grand ; 


cc Very well, 7 waar you, . a aa 


But üs 


40 But has. Mrs. Mertick? You genes 
00 ally, r (mile Ft 2 2 


8 : * 


. 18 1 « 


« I am a little uneaſy”— 
2 "ol Is oc — any wing 1 can rex 
6 move . | > 


a $1 TY 7 
1 a £4 2 944 4 


076e Sure enough you can, my dear young 


5 Alt 


Alter iy apologies, and, as "many. "pro 
teftarions that 5 15 wa of rime in Ber life 
ſhe ever thought her in the wrong, the took 
the liberty, which her long and faithful at- 
tachment 


Chapel Taz zxommzs lon; ( 
tachment to the family of Miſs Villiers ren- 
dergcb juſtifiaple, of romonſirating genily on 
che indiſpreet party of che night before, and 
its probable ill conſequences to * 
dae, and of er her — of 


» * 
bo * ö 9 0 
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| She placed the i 8 of this ſup- 
per in ſo ſtrong a light, that Maria, who 
had the utmoſt inidulgenewfor het, ih order 
to remove her anxiety, confeſſed to her, but 
under the ſtricteſt injunctions of ſecrecy, 
that ſhe was in a very ſhort time to Be mar- 
n per e dei IO 


1 : NF 7 if = « e 
12 & To * © vile 
5 150 * 14 1 f . 14 p iS 5 Fy L R 


105 Added. 2 Lord Mebvile? 5 — 
for this ſeemingly ill- timed ville, was to 
conſult her, without interruptions on the- 
neceffary ſettlements to be made on this 


intereſting occaſion; and that. he .choſe the 
evening as the moſt certain time to find her 


Weh ee. „ +. 
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Treat a 263% 206 FRANSIA 
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eee 
fron ber iſplen lie ; adhs hei W 0 
not late her, igtioränt as ſhe was of The 
only cireumſtance which could render he 
excuſable, for thinking the party indif- 


crect. 10 aer u only 2 * e 
lt tis 211% 2 950%} 0 9 
Sbe howeter cold hety ſhe pied ein 


fuch à proof of her unlimited confidence, 
that, Whate yer viſits ſne might in future have 
accaſion to receive from Lord-Melviley ſhe 
ſhould reſt ſatisfied with the propriety of 
her conduct; which ever had been, and ever 
ſhould be, regulated by the molt þ pee 
rules of virtue and honour, gre 


een” 


0 — 7 20 L 12 ** 


de plocatha to inform "ee that the 
mould i in a poſt or two, which Was really 
ber; intention, rite to entreat ( Col: 99 


to come to 'town, in order to arrange th e 
preliminaries of this marrlage with Lord 


Claremont. N 
De! . Mrs. 


Chap L Twas NOR ION. 71 


Mrs. Mertick, ho — there was 
no alliance to Which her young lady had not 
a right to pretend; who knew her d incapa- 
ble of even the ſhadow of falſehood; and 
who had, from-his beauty to, which women, 
are always partial, and his affability fer 
which all the w. rd have the ſame prepo 4 
ſeſſion,” a ſtrong inclination to think. highly 
of Lord Melvile; Was Almoſt out of her 
ſenſes with pleaſure, on e this * 
MY eee 25 890 


Jago 53 6 TE 


She nde Miſs Villen a ial hai 
gratulatory curtſies, wiſhed her joy alto 
as often, promiſed het the moſt: loviolable 
ſecrecy, and haſtened down to communi- 
cate this good news, having firſt exacted a 
ſolemn engagement that it ſhould go no fur? 
ther, to her brother, a very honeſt tradeſ- 
man in the neighbourhood, who Win 
to be then in the houſe. 


- C: 8 „ 
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Do — 
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— 


She looked on this as no breach of confi- 
dence'in reſpect to Miſs Villiers; becauſe, 
in the firſt place, it did not go out of the 
family; and becauſe, in the ſecond, ſhe 
knew her brother to be an adept in the art 
of keeping ſecrets, haying been, in his 
youth, for. ſeveral years, the favourite do- 
meſtic of one of the clerks in one of the 
moſt i important of the public offices, 


915997 


She was a woman of honour, Wy wall 
not have betrayed hen young lady, for the 
world; 3, but ſhe knew the ſecret was as ſafe 
with ber brother as with herſelf ; f for which 
ſuppoſition every reader, who is not unrea · 


ſonable indeed, will certainly give her 
credit. 


2 — 
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T H E whe paſſed eavily on with our. 
N the next three days. 


She bend bonleng of Lord Melvile; 164 
would not venture to make a viſit, leſt be 
ſhould ae cal during her abſence. 


as the 1 moments of. 3 are not 
the pleaſanteſt that can be conceived, ſhe 
determined, as ſhe was ſitting at breakfaſt 
the fourth day, to go that evening to a rout, 
for which ſhe had received A card three: 4 
weeks before. 


' Tus tit JOIE 10 11 | . 
She reſolved however not to play, be- 
cauſe ſhe had ſcarce money ſufficient for one 
ſtake ; but ſhe could no longer ſupport her, 
own ſociety ; and ſome ſort of diſſipation 
Vor. II. E Was 


2 ru nenn oN, Dook VI,” 


+ 
was become abſolutely neceſſary to relieve 
-An; anxiety, rendered more exquiſite by the 
natural dm eee her tem- 


PTocit 1911 

op eu Arn 

She was dreffing ker this purpoſe, l 
Fan French milliner, who had juſt been at 
Lady Blaſt's, where ſhe . bad heard ſome 
circumſtances not too favourable to our he- 
roine, burſt abruptly into the room, and, 
with an air and manner to which Miſs Vil- 
liers had not been accuſtomed, demanded 


inſtant payment of her bill. 


10 pay het FE the Lender n remains a 
ber own finances was impoſſible not to pay 
her was diſtraction. 


In this tumult of her mind, hurried away 
by honeſt pride and indignation, The took a 
ſep! which that very pride would at any 
n moment nk 1 prevented. 


—— 


* jirs 
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ene 23K eee Ie 
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be ta and wrote a note to 51900 
Hardy, in which, after apologizing for tre 
paſſing on her friendſhip, of which ſhe had 


already received ſo many ſtriking propts; ſhe 


entreated her ladyſhip, till ſhe could order 
à remittance from the country, to lend her 
an hundred pounds, for Which ſhe pag 1 
nn and immediate occaſion. 


She added, that, being eifecly 5 Ace 
quainted with the nobleneſs of her ladys 
ſhip's ſentiments, ſhe knew ſhe was laying 
her under a. diſtinguiſhed obligation by 
making a requeſt which gave ber an oppor- 


tunity of evincing the fincerity of ber re- 


gard, and of thoſe obliging offers of ſervice 
lo often "ae 


She obſerved further, that this 2 
was the ſtrongeſt mark ſhe could give of her 
eſteem far her Jadyſhip's amiable virtues; 
and concluded by reminding her, that, 

E 2 amongſt 


58 Fit #X&vns16x, Bock VI, 
amongſt real friends, the greateſt delicacy, 
in points of this nature, conliſted in having 
no ys at *. I 

At this moment when Lady Hardy re- 
ceived this ſentimental epiſtle, ſhe was deli- 
berating with herſelf whether to ſupport 

Mifs Villiers, and enter a caveat againſt 

Lady Blaſt's whole proceeding; or abſo- 

lutely to give up her acquaintance, and ac- 
quieſce in the ſentence of the venerable 
court of downgers. | 


£4 * IT . 
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In other words, ſhe was balancing in her 
on mind the arguments for and againſt our 
Heroine's ever becoming Lady Melvile. 


This letter removed every ſhadow of 
doubt, and operated like magic in making 


the weer ſcale Vet mw 
- 1181]: 41s Li) 4 


She called up Miſs Villiers new 155 


man, was h to be the bearer of the 
| letter, 


Chap. II. TEE. ERS 1. * 
letter, and who, my reader may remembers 
had been recommended by herſelf... - 


1 Pray, Harry, i is your lady out of 5 
© ſenſes!” : 


- Harry bowed, and mnie 5 f il re 


« J mould ſoon be in 142 way NF} 
« if I was to lend my money to every; little 


6+, nt 


4 eee 4550 Wnüds T4, 0 
vas 12 Aid 

Harry looked grave— ns 0 1 > B81 
$5.:vke%b 3d at colg3%. dem Gi c! FI 


We. Do not be uneaſy, Harry: 1 Sill get 
« you a better place, or 12 take you 
« * 


4 WEnn * _ » & & N 


In the mean time, 155 will extremely | 
G oblige me, if you will tell me all you-know 
of this girl, by whom J have been ſhame- 
" "ny taken- in.“ a 


E 3 A con- 


JN ThE E'NEVR'S . N 


en 
A ee te, in + "thi dich of 
which Harry related the anecdote of the 
fepper, without fubtracting the: e minuteſt 


| circumſtunee. 


„Me Guildhed ü narrivive by informing 
her tadyſhip, that though he had no doubt 
of Mifs Vilherss having been kept by Lord 
Melvite, yet he was inclined to believe the 
affait was entirely over, and that his lord - 
ſhip had very prudently left her to make her 
reſlections on an adventure wich which he 
Had had 1 much reaſon to be diſpleaſed, 


©. 14 1779 vp: , © #4 0! "I # 
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He add, as ended his lords 
hip was jealous of the ſtrange gentleman, 
and r eee nat —_ alen f 
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She 
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She came to demand a categarical anſwer | 
to her letter-containing Miſs Villiers's ſen- 
tence, and. could not have PAI 
fortunate moment. 7 „ eee 

1597 Hardy ordered Harry to tay; che 
hiſtory of our unfortunate heroine was re- 
commenced, with which Lady Blaſt was ſo 
mfinitely delighted, that the agreed to take 
Harry, who ſhe obſerved ane be a 
very intelligent, honeſt, pretty, young fellow, 
into her ſervice, as ſoon as he could get his 
enge; and to give him one third more 
wages than he had 11 for with _y 
Villiers. I WER BA a 


After a. ann confultation./ It * 
that ages wing and ebe 
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HE lig aber of the ſervant left 
Miſs Villiers without a doubt of 


having ſucceeded. in her application to her 


1 "EB TTY "16 AY 1. A 4 338334 19 119471 4 
* * » 


© Harry at length appeared, and informed 
der, that Lady Hardy was abroad, and was 
not expected home till midnight. 


* hough hes. — * zu hex, friend was 


vot abated, yet her diſappointment at this 


information was extreme. a 


ot 32 


© She aſked Harry peeviſhly why, if Lady 
Hardy was out, he had made ſo long a ſtay; 


he made an .impertinent anſwer; ſhe told 
| him, with a haughty air, be was from that 


moment diſcharged her ſervice; he re- 


ed. the reply valiant, « That he did 


439, " 


bg 2 4 0 not 
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« not care how ſoon; the bell Wag, rung 


for John, who was ordered to pay him; the 
little wages due, and to diſcharge h him. WY 


SS SPSLS 


This extraordinary ſcene did- not add to 
the civility of the French milliner. EY? | 


2 


She" Waswedke her, Een th Rn 
lively terms, and Miſs Villiers was. reduced 
to the mortifying neceſſity, of deſiring her to 
call for her money the next morning; to 
which, with a good deal of murmuring, ſhe 
conſented. 

The next morning ? Abd how was the 
next morning to furniſh her with the means 
of keeping this indiſcreet promiſe ? 


Lady 18 thouſand has migh 
happen What thouſand ? Her uncle—b 
could ſhe procure It. from her uncle thenezt - 


morning? Beſides, whoever is acquainte 


with the human heart, and remembers how 
b E 5 '1 2.45, + 


— — Pry — — 0 — = = 
* & '& - 


— 
* 0 ” 
* 0 "y , r 9 F v Tak \ [7 "OR : "I N «a N q * 12 - * 
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the wrung from him bis reluctant conſent to 
this} Journey, will know her uncle would be 


5134 


"She v was however convinced the ſhonld 
get the money in time, though it was im- 
erm to divine der, | 


#5; wy 


A Mougllt wala this nne ki 


ſtill twenty pounds cerned; the owed the 


milliner fifty ; thirty was not much to Win 
—ſhe was determined to try 


* 


This was 3 705 ible reſource; he deſired 


no more; her fanguine temper clevated it 


to a certain _ 


.She might even gain a much — ſum: 
ſhe might be enabled to pay all ſhe owed : 
the had ſeen people win a vaſt deal more at 
guinea quadrille, at whick, the dctermined | 


0 engage. 


She 


| Chap. JIE. 1A nn 199. 3 


4 8841 ' 


L's Haro 
| Shedreſt, and. mens 5. ek: — 
aſſembly. | 310, 1 4871 13; os h 1 6 * 


1 1 lady of: the 3 Ee by 
the malevolent. miſrepreſentations of La 
Hardy and Lady Bla, the former of * 
had juſt been apologiaing for having ever 
introduced this ſitule aduem uren (o due 
{tiled her), to her acquaintancę, received 


her with a cold conſtrained civility, whicke 
a mind leſs e * bers would bare 
een. in a moment. 


Sith anfolbetiing; : A: little vain, aud x 
juſtly conſcious of having a right to thoſe: 
unmeaning,. yet agreeable, attentions which: 
conſtitute the bond of. mixed ſociety, ſhe 
— not an idea of their being omitted i _ 

her regard; the” omiſſion: therefore muſt 
have been: glaring | Ire if- ſhe had. ob 
nn A 107 7 "ted. 
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Nor was Mrs. Harwocd, who' was a 
6 woman of great good-nature, capable of 
| ſhocking any perſon who was her gueſt; 

4 and, though 'ſhe determined, in what the 
4 ſuppoſed juſtice'to herſelf,” never to give 
Miſs Villiers another invitation, yet ſhe hu- 
manely reſolved to drop her acquaintance: 
in the quieteſt and moſt eee man- 


ner poffible. D820 15 ; 1: 


Buddg blog K! 

ws Maria paffed through the KW rj 
ſhe ſaw ſeveral ladies at whoſe houſes ſhe: 
had viſited with Lady Hardy; one or two 
half returned her curtſy ; but the greater 
part looked full in her face, without; be- 
traying the ſmalleſt a 1 wn 
ever ſeen her before. 


She was aſtoniſhed how to aceount for 
this general want of memory in the ladies, 
when, turning her head, ſhe obſerved Lady. 
Hardy and Lady Blaſt in cloſe copſultation, 
4204 >, 2 in 


Chap. III. TR £xcURSION. Byg! 
in a part of the room which ſhe could not 
avoid paſſing rent min to enter the 
next. i bling benob asd Rom 


9 15 » £ ys | | 
. 2111 *T $43 9107 1 288 ha 2117 Bine 


1 Hardy held 3 a paper in her band, 
which ſhe was reading in a low voice to. 
Lady Blaſt, and which ſeemed to afford infi- 
nite ia to this ane Pair. 
12½ eisen 27 a5 Hs; 

On eee them, Miſs Villiers, to, 
her great aſtoniſhment, diſcovered the paper, 
which had ſo much amuſed them, to be her 
own letter to Lady Hardy, 8 her to 


1 her an ee e 


"2 


She now, fon the firſt * be Lady 
Hardy in the light ſhe merited; and, trem- 
bling with ſurprize and reſentment, was 


going to expreſs her ſenſe of this infamous - 


treatment with the ſpirit it deſeryed, ken 
both ladies turned full upon her, burſt into 
a loud laugh, and, bruſhing rudely by 10 
retired into the! inner apartment. | 


* - * 
of 
Th 1 
N | 8 
- 


2 w THE | EXCURSION, ny 


1 bis AN ons cnmbich 3 We, * 
moſt abandoned effrontery could have ſup- 
ported them, was more than the lovely 
victim of . eee eee bear. 

- She tad, ee ae ene ats 
preſs the almoſt ſtarting tear, to ſtruggle 
with the riſing paſſion which agitated her 
whole frame, and to affume an appearance 
of tranquillity which ill · fuited the tumul- 
taous emotions of her heart. 


She felt the infult ſtrongly, but the felt 
it with dignity. She approached Mrs. 
Harwood, and, with an air which was within 
an atom of haughtineſs, related the affront 
the had received, and from whom. 


She added, that ſhe had entered Mrs. 
Harwood's houſe, relying on that protection 
from outrage which politeneſs and hoſpita- 
lity demanded,. and to which both her birth- 
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and character gave her a right; that this 
right had been violated by two perſons 
whoſe preſence, after ſuch behaviour, diſ- 
honoured every circle in which they ap- 
peared, and that ſhe muſt that moment 
either give up her ITE or theirs. 


Mrs. Harwood's heart was for our 3 
roine; but her fears enrolled her in the 
contrary an. 


She dreaded thoſe envenomed tongues, 
from which no innocence was ſecure; and 
had the unpardonable weakneſs, inſtead of 
ſupporting her own honour, which was 
wounded by this ſhameful treatment of one 
who, as her gueſt, had a right to her pro- 
tection, to tell Miſs Villiers, though in the 
ſofteſt terms poſlible, that ſhe was miſtreſs 
of her own conduct, but not of hers. 


Maria faw, and pitied, her pufillanimity 3 
and, without 1 any anſwer, retired 
with 


—— 


— 
— 


—— 


— 


- 
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with an-air of majeſtic diſdain, which almoſt 


nn mn itfelf 1 into 0 60 
* Setuinict: * — heart ſrelling 
with honeſt indignation. 


he fat down; ſhe reflected on the aw 


merited inſult ſhe had received; and on its 


probable confequences ; ' ſhe ow: _ m. 


tion in its true colours. 


She had expended the money ſhe brought 


ö to town, ſhe had incurred debts which ſhe 
knew not how EE 0£00i70u3mu Nt 


Wigan uon 0 

Eten the wretched Ws of relieving the 
diſtreſs of the moment by play, a reſource 
equally infamous and uncertain, was at an 


end. 1 6. . 


She ſaw herſelf, ſhe knew not why, driven 
from the ſociety in which ſhe had lived 
r her coming to town, and this in a 


manner 


o » 
= * 5 
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manner the moſt humiliating that the 
keeneſt malice could have contrived. | 


The French milliner, who had preſt her 
ſo _ for . was to — the next 


morning. i ,omb ainit's 


She was unable to 25 her; | he had 
every thing mortifying to expect from her 
reſentment on being diſappointed. 


She had to ſuffer, what was much worſe, 
the reproaches of her own heart, and the 
painful conſciouſneſs of having, broken PR 
yord. 


1 8 


The tears, which ſhe had hitherto r& 
ſtrained, now forced their way, and gave 


ſome relief to che agonizing RING Ws 
her ſoul. « F2HEQT] EO 121] 


The tide of blended paſſions, by degrees, 
APCs z ſhe ſaw the inſult ſhe bad're« 
ceived, 
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ceived, and the perſons who had offered i it, 
with the contempt they deleryed, 


Her pecuniary diſtreſs was of a more 
* alarming nature; but even there, if ſhe 

could gain a little time, ſhe had ſtdl a va» 
riety of reſources, 


Her mind, recovering its natural tone, 
became every moment more tranquil and 
collected. 


She ranged the whole expanſive region 
of indulgent fancy for ſubjects of conſola - 


tion; nor did ſhe ry that expanſive re- 
gion 1 in vain. 


The ſtorm indeed Was gathering ropes 
her, but ſhe ſaw it unappalled. 


- She had one of thoſe happy warm imagi- 
nations, which through the impendent 
darkening 


A 
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GH * radiant * "s —— 


USSÞ 


631 h i 


0 1A r. IV. 
Miss Villiers roſe in the morning 


with no little heart-ach at the re- 
membrance of her milliner's intended viſit. 


She had given her word to pay her ; the 
found it impoſſible to keep it. 


x She ſaw no immediate poſſibility of fuls 


filling her promiſe, except by borrowing 


the —_—y Re 


Her friend, 1. 2 friend in in town, had 
not only refaſed, but ny inſulted her 
| * diſtreſs. * 5 88 


darkening cloud can pierce the gloom, and | 


 & 
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She fat down to breakfaſt ; the hour ap- 
proached ; her terrors began to return. 


A rap at the door made her ſtart almoſt 
from her ſear. 


Her heart ſickened at the idea of ſeeing 
* dreaded viſitant. ä 


— 


John came up, and delivered her a letter, 
which he told her was given him by a ſer- 
vant who ſaid it equi no anſwer. 


She took it, rembllag with the appre- 
aſs of cher demands. 


The writing of the ſuperſcription, and the 
ſeal, were AY e to her. 


* 


4 "Thers; 1s no 5 her Gs, at 
finding only a cover, without a ſingle word, 


encloſing a bank-note for 100/. 
Aſtoniſhment 
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Aſtoniſhment and Joy rendered her mo- 
tionleſfs. 


After a moment's pauſe, ſhe fell on her 
knees to thank the Omnipotent Diſpoſer of 
all for an event of which her feelings told 
her her imprudence had rendered her un- 
worthy. _ „ | 


She yowed, in the fervid ardour of her 
gratitude, to merit, by her future conduct, 
this apparent interpoſition of Providence in 
her favour. * 

She reſolved to diſmiſs her carriage, to 


retrench her expence, to pay m every 
demand ſhe had incurred. 


She almoſt reſolved to return to: the 


happy roof ſhe had fo TRE de- 
ſerted. _ | | 5 


- 


She 
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She would have quite reſolved it, had not 
Lord Melvile's enchanting idea intervened, 


It was, however, ſtrange ſhe had ſeen 
nothing of him the two or three paſt days: 
but a thauſand cauſes unknown to her might 


bave prevented his calling, 


His father might be returned, might fill 
up all his time — She had every reaſon to 
depend on the ſincerity of his attachment. 


But a truce to her rellections Madame 
Vipont came, was paid, and John diſpatched 
to ay 1 her other bills. 


This at taſk eompleated, ſhe turned 
her thoughts towards the unknown friend 
who had been the inftrument of heaven in 
giving her this well-timed aſſiſtance —She 
could not form a conjecture | 


Was 
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Was it not poſlible Lady Hardy might 
have repented her unworthy behaviour, and 
have ſent the money 


It muſt be fo—ſhe knew fo. few perſons 
—and who elſe could haye ſuppoſed the 
wanted ſuch aſſiſtance f 


Yet, when ſhe recollected the unfeeling 
inſolence of her behaviour, ſhe found the 


ON impoſſible, 


She was bewildering herſelf in vain, when 
ſhe received a card from Lord Claremont, 
defiring to know at what hour that evening 
he might have the pleafure of waiting on 
her. 


Lord Claremont — Her joy was now. 
complete. 


Every 


1 Every failing viſon of "Rep returned. 


= gloomy hour of atrerfty Was paſt, 


wh ah brighter æra had commenced with na 


bappy dawn. 57 


She was ſorry Col. Dormer 1 Was not in 
town. 


Her reſolutions of diſmiſſing her carriage, 
ab retrenching her 1 were ſuſ- 


pended, - 1 hs 4 


She ſent for the frizeur, and prepared for | 


this 3 important evening. 


We will leave her for a moment to in- 


dulge her tranſports, and enquire, what is 
become of Lord Melvile. 


CHAP: 


1 
af y 


WILL SENS OF? * 


e mam oa 
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"CHAP. v. 
— Tucklay night 


from his evening viſit to Miſs Villiers, 
Lord Melvile was-informed his father was 
come to town, and had ſent a meſſage de- 
ſiring to ſee him, to breakfaß, a at ten che 
next morning. 


Ile had a ſtrong inclination to have aſked 
the ſervant whether Mademoiſelle Dorignon 
- was returned to town with Lord Claremont; 
but he felt the weakneſs of being intereſted 
in the queſtion, and was aſhamed to betray 
that weakneſs even to his ſervant. | 


He knew the was not returned to Groſve- 
nor- ſtreet; the ſtillneſs of all around him 
ſuffictently announced her abſence : he was 
therefore not a little anxious to know how 
ſhe Was diſpoſed of. | 

Vor. II. F | He 
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ke dee ſulpanded1 his anode till 
the morning; when he — Lord Clare- 


mont at the hour perde *.. % H] 
Wer ol 
up 1 cb " JO" 3? 8 
Adi ond ole 
ie ee e o tf 


'FTER the breakfaſt was fniſhed, ad 
. the ſervants had. retired, Lord Clare- 
— entered on the intended ſubject of this 
conference, the n ne of 1 


n don. er Stn 


6 You cannot conceive, my dear Melyile, 

2 how much I value myſelf on this nego- 

e tiation; which, give me. leave to ſay; re- 

4 quired fifty times more dexterity than a 
* treaty between two crowned heads. 0 


Hoteff Having firſt made Dorignom;the confi 


246 dante of your intended marken and con- 
e vinced 


— 
* 


45 
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4 yinced her that ſhe had nothing to expect 


e in future from your attachment, I car- 


ried my point, by flattering her with tlie 
hope of marrying our Weſt Indian. 


cc This hope 1 am not clear ſhe will not 


ec be able to reduce to certainty z at leaſt 
« if ſhe ſteadily purſues the plan I have 


C6 „ the dag to trace out for her. 


* 0 . "— 
P ” 2 1 2 fy — 1 


* 
1 


= «ef is, you well know, juſt a ved 


e from one of the moſt uncivilized and bar- 
© barous of our Weſt India Iflands, and 


* knows about as much of the world as a 
country ſchool· boy of thirteen. 


=; 
in 


W « 11 have regvlätec all Dorignon' 5 future 
e meaſures. by the exacteſt ſcales of ſound 


we policy and knowledge of mankind, * 


e Theſe propoſed meaſures are as much 


10 calculated” for her advantage as your 
5 ie * a F 2 | has ſafety, 
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© ſufety, though the latter 0 undoubt. 
edly * fir Pfincipſe of action. 4 

C She i is, = my 3 A in 

N 
z very liberal allowance from this young 
man; and I have, unknown to him, pre- 
& ſented her, in your name, with three hun- 
60 fred Hider for her menus plaiſt * 


If 


voy % They are to go abroad nicely: ; 
&« not to France, becauſe there ſhe 1 is rather 
„ too well known. 


on Not to Italy, becauſe the Italian women 1 


*« are as amuſing, and ten thouſand rimes 
* bandſomer than herſelf, | 


08 But they are to make the tour of the 
. Northern courts, where the cards will be 
. * almoſt played into her hands. 

. * They ſet out for Vienna to-morrow z 

78 20 Aud if the women there are not found 

3 = « ſufficiently 
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ſufficiently ennuzeuſe, ſhe may poſſibly 
ic proceed to St. Peterſbutg, itt in which caſe 
.66 1 * on her buſineſs as done. | 


; ee Sbe defined bo ſee vol bafors fe fot 
oft; but on this requeſt I thought it ne- 
ceffary to put at abſolute e 4 


«© By the way, 1 am not very diſeree in 
Ne ' mentioning this eireumffanes. 


I 17.03 00 


| (Lord Mele fgbed / 


* fee; Melvile, I was right in my pro- 

- © hibition; and, to prevent all poſſibility of 

danger, I will not loſe fight of vou eilt 
this happy pair have left London. 


! 


_ 
"+ 
| 


TF 3d 


« My chaiſe will * at the door 3 in half 
4 an — aud it al carry us to pay a 
* morning-viſit to your intended bride, whos 
_ is about twenty miles from town, at her 
Fu nder s villa in Surry 
vin. F 3 Es & Your 


F | 
Li | 
"ht 
4 
| 
F 
| 
| 
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«4 © Your! lordſhip will, 1 am dure, give me 
cc leave to dreſs.” Wot. . 11 PRe 1904 bus 
| IT] . ii 319909 Ilie 

U 0 n means: we will only call en Poſe” ö 
« ſant, as if airing accidentally that way, 
c and make our viſit of Ceremony to · mor- 
* row. 

"« Beſides, give me leave to obſerve, that 
« your preſent de/tabille is admirably fan- 
died, and extremely becoming. * 


4 Without any compliment, my dear 
cc Melvile, I know nobody who _— ſo 


" ** uniformly well.” | * 
ee 
0 CHAP. vi. 


To f EN ſer out, and reached Mrs. Har- 


ding's villa about two. 2 
Wy * i 8 4 The 


* 


— 
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The ladies, that is to fay, Mrs. Harding, 
and her daughter, the deſtined Lady Mel - 
vile, were in the dreſſing- room of the lat - 
ter, Who Was at her Harplicnord; hey! oy 
nghls viſitants grived, 290748 t 2 WN 


TY 5 


Fi#.: 4 


Lord Melvile — the houſe with Aa 
reluctance which he was ſcarce able to con- 


er 1355 If 3 2 . ft £74 37 
goa — had heard nochinn of his bride. 


from Lord Claremont, but that ſhe was 
rich, he had formed to himſelf an idea of 
her the moſt unpleaſing that can be con- 
ceived. | 


2 
» - oy 
* » 1 4 4 
. — . XKR , ee _- 
* 
o — — 1 
7 


* 4 * 
44 » 


His imagination had painted her in the 
moſt diſguſting colours; and he had on 

reconciled himſelf to the marriage by con- 
ſdering the abſolute neceſſity of this ſtep o 
the ene of the PF len 71 


108 vnn AxTd$5168%, DOVE 


Fuſrof the Idea th# che womati one mar- 
ries for money can la ve hothing but mon 
to necommend her; be bad fuppofed her 
ugly, awkward; foolifh, ill-bred, ill. dreſfed, 

uneducated ; in ſhort, wheriiſesf\ . 
of every ſpecies of * 2 


8 30 E 223 15 mo E 
If ſhe had beiten any uncommon” ad- 
yantages, either perſonal or mental, Lord 
Glazemont; would: naturally have mentioned 
(iF he andere. ates bete ac. 
mn. | 


Judge itte of his Alpine at beet 
in a deſhabille as elegantly fancied as his 
own, an extreme pretty little woman, per- 
fey Well macte; a brunette, but of the 
beſe ſtyle q unconſtraned, Mgagte, with an” 
ar df the world, and à mannet as com. 
French, as ff the had never breathed” 
beneath yy ſky Hur rifat of Verfaffes. 


2D 2 J She 


4 +4 
5 2 a — — 
f * * 2 ** . 
* * * 9 ** 
' — 
— 
Py we 
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She addreſſed kim wich the miſt perfeR 
caſe, equally remote from — — 2 
bonte, and unweildy Abatic f 


Lord Xefvie, front Ge kt dl 
the harpſichord, thought it neceſſary to all 
her to ſing, though he trembled at the idea 
of her compliance. 


Ten minutes foondy, his ebe 
would. have been circumſcribed to. 


« Love's a gentle, generous paſſion Þ'- 


They now roſe as high as 4 
SL. Belle 1 8 


.. 


Bot He was Py, ſdrprized with one: 
of Trajetta's' molk affe ing airs, ſung, in a: 
voce di camera indeed, but wih a taſte, and: 
expreſſion which would haye ſatisfied * 
malte * bad he been prelent. 


F 5 


The 


243 
| 
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we family prefled their noble. viſitants 
to pafs the remainder of the week at 
; Harding- Place; to Which, having no objsc- 
tiok But what either of hell Valets dec 
bre; by going to town, could knien it | 


We conſented. ae 
"3th din ze. "Se 


* 8 8 Wg 15 Gia * loc 
extremely to her taſte, laid herſelf 


out to eb and ſhe Cod: 


Is: 

She was not king's in peng dy to : 
be Lord Melvile's predominant paſſion, and 
Ro thar fide the made her ee N 

0a Sri itt Drift] 1 u 

She made this Aiſdovery. with 05 greater" 6 Wo a 


facility, as it was the ſide on which ſhe was . 


herſelf moſt peculiarly vulnerable. | 
_ 5 J. Without 


"TY » . 'Y 1 0 * WP 1 * * * 4 4 
P mY ä ” ' = al * 
q "FR 
”, * 
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Without departing; from what ſhe, owed 


to herlelf, ſhe behaved to him with chat j in- | 


ſinuatiug, yet moſt unperceptible atten- 
tion, which ſupplies the place af, eyery.,. 


other ſpecies of merit, where 2 Late | 


ſpecies of merit is wanting. 


This was however: * from being the 
caſe in the preſent inſtance. | 


She had, both from the gifts of nature 
and thoſe of education, an undoubted right 
10 pleaſe. 


She had at leaſt her ſhare both of mental | 
and perſonal perfections. 


Sbe bad an agreeable figure, an 1 
underſtanding, a thouſand ſtriking faſhion- 


able; accompliſhments, and,, e a dd 
ſacrificed largely to the n, 


F 6 


o 
,  ——— 
. 
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a - n 4 
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10 Tie mxovns fox, * 


But the refiffſeſs' © böchantmett 55 which 
ſhe propoſed t. to bind Load. Melvi fe A filk 
fetters, was not the power. 'of kar own 5 | 
traftions,, but the hre ſenſe ba Wien ap- 
pear t to haye of his, EWA 


p » 4 
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For her . in this attack on the yt 
of Lord Melvile, there were many very im- 
portant reaſons to be given, which, we will 
hai in the next Shane. tm 
Hel wog Ge, ae rem & £12 eee, 
5 d 99 ©; 
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« Serre aide the ogyemens of Nis 


intended bride; ſhe” could not haye 
found a' more favorrabſe-inreryall int Wick | 8 


e! his ee, * 
a A tio wobn1qt 201 Us 
AAP * 2 He 
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He, bud loſt Doron, and: was piqued 
at the ecuinidtal conduct mik ſuphoſec * 


plicity! of the lovely Marin.! RN nt 219724 
q MI Harding Bad Peßdkes city external, 


. bY 
advantage over 4 5 rivals which her fathe 


almok Fer lortuno could delten 


a was not 3 French opera-girl} a weh 
of abandoned characters, fapported by His 
infatuation; it was not a Httſe n 600 4& * 


venturer, ity a hired> lodging, who now ſoli- 


cited his attention; but the heireſs of i im- 


189 


menfe wealth whoſe attachment muſt there- 
fore necefſarily be diſintereſted and ſincere. 


2 Arels her bude of 1 her 
partment, ber attendants, . all poke rather 
Aſiatie queen than the ee ok an 


785 > pr 8 rate gentleman,” $1000 0 + 


"Phe houſe war noble, and! dende 
= the ſplendour of Eaſtern maꝑnificence: 
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The table was ſerved in the moſt ſuperb 
ſtyle, and coyered with every coſtly delicaey 
of every land, and · almoſt of (every: ſeaſons - 
with a profuſion of Watt. French. 25 11 
Oriccal . | 


Excellent BPH 1 company, Sams 


cing, high play, the latter of which Lord 
Melvile paſfionately loved, 180 n, hours 
10 


pals aq on rapid pinions, | 31 bs 1 1 


ns. " od = » 4 
* 0 
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But anongſt all Miss Harding's Al fl 
ries in her conqueſt of Lord Melvile, none 
was more powerfull i in its Ten „rr wy 


pa 1 Later 1 


Lord Claremont, who knew the effe@ . 
a coup de main, bad intentionally bounded 
bis praiſes to the myriadg Miſs Harding was 
to bring with her to her huſband, without 
hinting at her pofſeſling ,gne fog attrac- 
tive quality beſides. In ©} 9 Y0{9. 574%; (14 a 1 


The 
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"2 


The event Juſſi this precaution; 15 a I 


TT TRE: 1 
. 


Had Lord Melvile der told ſhe was 2 
pretty woman, very accompliſhed, and that 
ſhe ſung like an angel, he would have 
found her a pretty woman, very accom-., 
pliſhed, and who ſung like an angel; but A 
n0 BORE, d g, Afi Ke e 
Conuaſted with the as Aab Ke -4 
had formed of her in conſequence of his fa- 
ther's affected ſilence on the ſubje&; E 
r to him almoſt a divinity. atv 


of} 


£193, figath 131,89 ti L4G NE BO CT 

His imagination was dazzled; he forget 
Miſs Villiers, or remembered her only to 
feel bimfelf embarraſſed by the nnn! 

10 "_ this ſtar. of the Faſt had, ere 
four days had fully elapſed, by flattering 
his ſelf-· love, and leading him through! a 
round of the moſt animated amuſements, 
K convinced 


111 ton rxcuxs NGN Book 
1 insel him of the abſurdity of his 1 
jected arrangement with Miſs Villiers, and 


571 29 


determined him to put a ſtop to the treaty. 
| ob Co MAL dea. £9 30 10911» 


* Why keep, ad at a heavy expence, 2 

t mſtrefs who tlireateried, from her 2 — 
| ct affectation of ſenüment, to be as ennuicuſe 
1 « 38a wife; Wheh a wife was happily ſelected 

\ « for him by a father he wiſhed to oblige, 
« who; beſides'briuging great riches into 

Hm, 8 Sr her 72 755 and 4h 
« 1 to be as amuſing. as a e * 


. 


* Many 4 11 man of faſhion had 26.0 Ky: 
«.womn he had kept: why not ſtrike out © 
4 a diſferent path; NS the woman ond 
cc ova Mil TR bra Þ 
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66 Koop ones wife It PS 8 
«ur it would. be EW And is WOO: 
— TY dovetty? 
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Tir reafoned Lord Meile as 4 


dreling on | Saturday morning. 
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E ' communicated this idea to Lord 
Claremont, who came into the room 
juſt 14 the ardudus bufftteſs of the tòilet was 
Sinica; and was beyotid meafure pleaſed 
with a plan which prorttiſed' n 
— | 
„aa Fi, Cog nd e 
Lord Melvile N to infrony his 
indulgent parent of his ſituation in reſpect 
to Miſs Villiers, am# of the offers he, Was 
proceeding to make her, when che extraogy »» 
dinary, adventure of, the ſtranger, ahgew: ac 
diy an his beginning a attachment. TA 


| > He 


”. 
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hook IR APD lobt, We 
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"He: deſired ths Joraſhijy's opinion adde. 
lilance ! in reſpect to this lady, for whom he 


now felt not the leaſt ſhadow of inclination, 
but who would have reaſon to think him a 
man without the leaſt ſenſe of honour or of 
gallantry, if he did not come to an explana- 
tion on a treaty which was in ſo advanced a 
ſtate. BI Þ 


Lord Claremont kindly bn ce =4 
talk. of ſeeing our heroine, and of putting 
an abſolute period to this Japgnid, and un- 
meaning negotiation. 
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1 7 * 


2005 


#2 Of ? * 4 7 Y * N 

1 14 1 22 * 16 1 4 4 9 5 . v 4 
— # g - CT. 4 * * - ” 
wo 1 . i N U 5 C . | p 
21741 4 * C. A. H P A XI. 4 ö 1 
* * 


| FTER | a conſultation in What man- 
ner to conduct this delicate affair, 


without — either humanity of bien 
ſeance, 


AP nt >. 


C 


AEM a. 


Chap. XI. THE: EXCURSION. Ig, 
ſeance, it was ſettled that Lord Melvile 
ſhould continue a few days longer at Har- 
ding-Place, where a maſquerade was fixed 
for the following Monday; and that Lord 
Claremont ſhould go immediately to town, 
pay Miſs Villiers a viſit, and employ all his 
knowledge of the human heart, as well to 
diſcover her true character, as to lead her 
gently to the point of breaking off this idle 
connexion. 


i * Melvile begged his father to Elten 
the blow, as well by ſome act of generoſity i 
like that he had ſhown to Dorignon, as by 
every ſoothing art in the power of man to 
employ. 


He intreated his lordſhip to be particu- 
larly careful to avoid wounding the feelings 
of her heart, if he found reaſon to think 
her affection for him real. tl 


1 Fa 97 W 
— 


Lord bent ned rather best. 
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ald ordered his 1 cirtia ith to be af * fa 
a5 foo 48 *dinthi r ſhoul be ended. | ark I 
VIGTOU ANMRT 2 10K 5 
He ſkt off, pretending dul els if int) or 
tatice, got to town in the evening wit! ont 
beitig robbet}, and in the morning ſeit the 


card we have already recited to Miſs TH | 


lis, 


, nx | 1 
8 4 if 4 P. XII. 
E ſhould have obſerved in the fot 


Chapter, that Lord Melvile, in the 
arne his narration, had mentioned, 


. * 
4 FF, 
i Y 9 1 
5 4 142 


* 


though very lightly, Sir Charles Watſon's 


admiration of our heroine, from which a fay 


of light had darted on the mind of Lord 


Claremont, who was too proud of his. ſuc- 
ceſs in reſpect to Dbrignon, to think aby 
e his [I 


„ 8 A 


17 The 


Chap, Xl. THE @xCvR SON. 17 


The idea of diſpoſing advantageouſy of 
two ladies who had compoſed a temporary 
part of his family, was the moſt flattering 
pollible to Lord Claremont; and as he en: 
tertained not the leaſt doubt that Lord Mel- 
vile's connexion with Miſs Villiers had been 
of the ſame intimate kind as that with Do- 
rignon though Lord Melvile had aſſured 
him of the contrary), he reſolved on ſeeing 
her Lady Watſon, and in the mean time on 
ſupporting her in the ſituation, whatever 
that ſhould be, in which his ſon, as he ſup- 
poſed, had already placed her. 


As he had heard the ſtory very imper- 
fectly. and under the diſadvantage of conti; 
nual interruptions from the officious atten 
tion of Mr. Harding, theſe en 
were very natural. b | 


ike the full impreſſion of theſe con- 


jectures, he prepared for his yiſit, and regu- 
lated bis plan accordingly. 
20 T THE 


THE EXCURSION: 


BOOK VI. 


mont's viſit with an impatience which 


will eafily be imagined ; but an impatience - 
mixed with the moſt alarming 9 


ſions. 


Vor. I, | | G a He 


M Iss Villiers expected Lord Clare- - 


— 1 — — ———4 
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He KEITH not "_ hee with the fame eyes 
as his: ſan ;- he might, | ro- 
portion of fortune ſo very great, think tde 
attachment imprudent, and inſiſt on a ſacri- 
fice, which, however painful to love, filial 


duty might render indiſpenſablle. 


42+ 


ks $ 4 9 9 117 


CH AP. IT. 


Ar eight, on Sunday evening, Febru- 
ary the twenty-fixth (the reader muſt 
have been very inanentivę if he has not ob- 
ſerved the preciſion of our chronology, a 
point on (which we pique ourſelves ac much 
as Virgil an the geography af, his, immartal 
poem), Lord Claramont entered. Miſs Vil- 
hers's apartment, and by. the ealy, idee 
of his addreſs, for he was one of the beſt⸗· 
bred men in the 1 aa in five mi- 
19 N nes 


Chap. H. TMS BTO ION. 123; 


nutes all the appręhenſions to which ſhe had 
given. May before his ahpsarance. 
11qth902 gnihn mmm gd merci i 
His lordſhip was not only one of the beſt- 
bred, but one of the handſomeſt men in 
tawn ;, and thangh, conſiderably paſt fifty, 
might have paſſed for abopt thirtyreigt. 


Ha had beyond moſt men, the happy art 
of rendering bimſelf agreeable- to others, 


by putting them in good . n them- 
ſelyes. 


He practiſed this art with ſo much ſuc- 
ceſs in his firſt half hours converſation with 
Miſs Villiers, that ſhe found herſelf inclined” 
to have as imphcit-a+ confidence in him, as 
ſhe could have had in Col. an had he 
e euer, ren 


3207 


- When, 17 Agen of thembbs delicate 
and well (directed flattery, he hau brought 
her Seren very ſtate he-wiſhed; he 
2 I pro- 


184 THE EXCURS TON. Book VII. 


proteeded to communicate; but by the gen- 
tleſt gradations, the motives of his viſit, and 


bir ideas 1 in | reſpect to her future conduct. 


i «yy 1700 madam, pardon rhe lberey 
take; when I tell you, you are "TO e 
hoy Jovely wü 1 erer — | 


3 © <'You have croryithivgens ned from 
3 '« fach a profuſion of charms, but you do 
dot appeartoknow the uſe of them and 
t want a friend to conduct you nn 


_ devious path of life. 


In me behold: that: friend; command 
my utmoſt ſervices, and open your whole 
Gt . to me without reſer e. 

" Depend on my cares to pine you in 
*4the fituation to which your beauty gives 

| you the beſt poſſible right to pretend; 
but firſt tell me, with that amiable ſinee- 
246 Fry which i 10 vifibly painted on your 
EL! 8 8 & countenance, 


— — 
7 "IS 


Chap. I TE -£:X-0U;Rs HON 126 


cc countenance, what is really the. nature, of 
your preſent connexion with Lord Mel- 


66 Vile. 0 Nuit 1964 07 D: 09: 12 gaht eic 


The vivid inſet on the check\of;Mariz, 
who: was equally charmed and; embarraſſed 
by a converſation which ſeemed. to lead to 
all ſhe wiſhed; and the faltering of her 


voice when ſhe attempted, hutſin Le to 
make a reply, confirmed his lardſhip be 

the poſſi hility of + doubt in his very 5 — 
ble conjecture r e in- 


tereourſe. 75 11 
He therefore proceeded on tis ape 
tion, and, willing to ſpare her confuſion, 
continued eee Waiting for 


an anſwer. 


—— 
* 


Nt fi OV FS: 


After calling en 0 was forty, Fr nder 
br intercourſe ſhould be ſo ſoon interrupted, 
he informed her, that his ſon's. intention had 
eee ln for 


nende 63 life, 


116 Tui x cours ton. Bdet Vit. 
3 life, and to have continued her the miſtiels : 


ok his hkart, though family confidetatibhs 
obliged | bim to give his band to another. 57 


He He begged her to be affurtd of the fi 
cerity of Lord Melvile's attachment, and of 
the extreme difficulty he had found in con- 
vineing him of the imprudence of the ſtep 
ioo which his paſſion for my” m, dow wag 
ecm, ale 
F490 E 4 
He e, bat ated 4 Mais mur - 
riage with Miſs Harding, which was to take 
place in a few days, would render the con- 
tinuance of their connex ion highly impro - 
per, it was become abſolutely neceſſury to 
Put an end to it, whatever regret ſueh a fa- 
" * Erikice might cauſe Lord r N 


That, chus Auensee d gaben 
dy the arguments of an indulgent father, to 
2 por the plan of life he had promiſed 

eee in purſuing, Lord 


22¹⁰ 19 4 I Melvile 


Chap. II. THE EXCURSION, 127 


Melvije-had employed himſelf, As the per- 
ſon, deareſt to him, to convey, to het his 
moſt paſſionate adieux, and to aſſure ber 
that no time ſhould ever '6bliterare the re- 
eee 1 * * cer | 


70 


lle Noppes paiwencke, ok oi reing te 
88e unable to reply, and imaginingtt 
-affiduity. of a new lover the mot Efeval 
confoltion for the neg le& of an old one, he 
proceeded to inform Ba of the conqueſt ſhe 
had made of Sir Charles Watſon, 


He aſſured her, 2 Us opinion, that this 
young man, Who knew much leſs of the 
world than Lord Melvile, might even, be 
brought in time, if the Huey d her cards 
well, to change the roſy. fetters of illicit 
Tote, Jof fie mort Gitable Al fibre fe. 
ee Sus e rene 


vt * aA + & 10) 52 wit bj i moe + 


I M Sahel" „ Bid RR 1ordthtp, 


«6 "BY g ſupper, of which you ſhall be the 
F 1 64 3 * heroine, 
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heroine, and invite Sir Chas to be of 


. 


4 ZDiumg: | $99 
gh Wr Agile oat D124 303 204 b Hs: Sd 
t the wean n he; "raking 
out a5 pocket bock, 3 nd offerin, ger a jan 
vie Lord eee entreats 9 am, 
© as. a grateful acknowledgement of wan 
* amiable partiality be myſt for the tut 
osüthwillin gly decline, to accept this note 
or fire 12 pound, Lich“ which 1 
habe the honour to pr prelent Fo oo in his 


25 10 AC; Ddi:ts T4 $4 194) 
yam? r 
Gn N. T—7 ; 70 "as 10 51 55 e + 765 * wy T6 
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3 "ROM de commencement er Lord 
Claremont's harapgue to the moment 

om its e unexpected concluſion, Miſs Vil- 
: bl ge the "Proton ent filence. - 


- „ . 
Maas Lots 20 


! 
Aa 


| Derived 


— 9 I 112 78. Ua. {110 117 


” BEE by its beginning, pleaſure: bad 


embarraſſed her the firſt ten minutes; aſto- 
nifhment had next taken its. tutn, and had 


been ſucceeded by 2 degree of indignation 


which had almoſt ION ION | 


faculties... 
To . 
4 3; TE 1 ; \ . : 8 4 * E s 's 1 * 
1 - - 


, dl 28 * 


301 : 'T: ND 


Her exce 


rendered 
ſhe felt at a diſcourſe ſo very humiliating. | 


Petrified by the diſappointment of all her 


deareſt hopes, this offer, ſo alarming to her 


pride, and ſo totally deſtructive of every idea 


that Lord Melvile loved her with honour, , 


firſt arrouſed. her to a perfect ans of 
A GO) 240 iti 2 gn 
ingo stood d n 


Ab wounded: to. the; ſoul, and torn 
by contending paſſions, ſhe had the fortitude 


G. 4 
vid - | 1 
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b * 1 4 and — i 
from, RY ipitant, when Lord Claremont 
e ſon's intended marriage, had 

er incapable of expreſſing what 


* 0 
— — — — 


13 ##2"#£@#x's ex. Bb win 
to command all the tumultuous feelings of 


her brealk. DUTY Atitb ald ot eib 


21313 Icom duo eib A: ing! 
Her mind, . by its own native 
eonfciouſneſs of worth, roſe 170 Pee 
is che infult recen es. 


4 - " 
14 * 4 : [ * . ” 
o , ' 
- - +» & on, _ > 4 


She had acquired one very important ad- 
vantage from this extraordinary convetſa- 
tön, and the Felt it the moment her powers 
bf reaſoning returned, the ad tantage 0k 
being clearly ihfötmed a to the nature of 
Lod Melvites a 


'* She could now be no longer the pre- 
ſumptuous dupe of her own eaſy credulity, 
or of Lord Melvile's we ae addreſſes. 5 


Lord Claremont's degrading offer, like 
the ſudden ruſh of the tempeſtuous North 
wind, had diſſipated the too flattering fa- 
brick of hope, the air-built fabrick raiſed by 
defulive 1 imagination. | 


; Adieu! 


* 
N Y J — , 


13 


Chip: At. 11K Gu 210 . 
Adieu he pleafins ho 3 of expeRta» 
tionl Adieu! fortune! diſtinction _ 


25 Fs Hit NNO 297 rg DITTOO ; Br £1199 & 


Aden! what the yalyed infinitely, ore, 
the tender union of conſenting hearts, gf 
thoſe hearts ſhe had ingly fancied made 


for each, other 51 Deen. 
Aud w ao aM een ene 

She bad the mortification to find, "this 
moſt . amiable of men, this all-accompliſhed 
Lord;Melyilez. this Lord Melyite, whoſe 
ſoul was an emanation of the divinity, a per- 
fe reſemblance of the jirftigoog,, firſt per- 
feft, and firſt fair, had neyer regarded her 
in any more honourable light than that of 
a kept-miltreſs: -- 


132 n ee x N. JP 


Won bus Juni 12 2 OI < DTOL.1 


u to 
Cc. H AR IV. to, be 


7 O Lord Claremont s offer of the bank: 
note Miſs Wihiers bad made no other 
anſwer tllan a repulſive, and riot leſs grace. 
ful, wave of her Hand, and a ſmile of inef- 
fable diſdain; but that ſmile expreſſed more 
ſtrongly than language could have done the 
laudable reſentment which, filled: her whole 
ſoul. — gang, 199 LT + one y Ic; AEMT 20 
mH f 02 210 7b HO 
Prepoſſeſſed as ; Lord Claremont was with 
the idea of her diſnonourable connexion 
with his ſon, he was yet awed by the air 
of aner which the aſſumed. 


c 


IIe F Kin BY was at a loſs in what 


129 Ry Ort Ji 
manner to proceed, when, having recol- 


ſected herſelf, ſhe addreſſed him in the fol- 
lowing terms : 


Lam too fincere, my lord; to diſſemble; 
Ce) nor would diſſimulation avail with a man 
1 3 2 -11 


Hap- IVA THE: E CIFRIS, ro 143 


« of your lordſhip' 8 1 and bu 
cc ledge of the world. 25 EI. 28 


asd 2411 3 100 iin 314610 1 
, Your-lord{hip! has awakened me frm 


eSacpleaſing dream to a lively ſenſe of my 


eee en. pode i el 


1 ben N 7 Fl 1 1 38 87.3, 1 [2 „ et 
e Both Lord Melvite and "myſelf: have 
the after l „in imagining 

man of honour; he, in W _ 


«© woman devoted to I 
ra T1 "7 28 80 37 * , T7 9 40. 1219 


a 1 4 am, E CET vuife, my v 15 71 will 
« not deny that 1 Wind loved 1070 Melvile; 
ce or rather, that I have loved the beautiful 
“ idol of my own creation, the ideal, the 
- Al. perfect Lord Melvile, h no or 


14... 


« imagination. ire 
ce ne ee any: eile g ee 
« merited this puniſhment, therefore I ſub- 
G « mit 


1 | 


him a 


$34 Far cuts rox. Böck Vit. 


% mit to it withitar complaining, Ad am 
cc thankful I am undeteived {6 ſoon. 


or Inkl Ley Tonkeching in my dn vin- 
7. dicntion. I am incoherent, my lord; but 
wit is perhaps imtpeffble t be Of at 


«this moment. * 
J 4]; F 98 


1 un not condemn Lord Metile every 
« man has his own nnn "yy of 
1 thinking. eee eee 


1. 


i 


9 1 1 am aa; to-you, my lord, which 
« is your only excuſe for what I have juſt 
& heard; but from this moment learn to 
© reſpect a woman whoſe family is not in- 
cc ferior to your own, whoſe virtues do not 
6e diſgrace her birth, and whoſe error in 
this inſtance has book owing only to her 
* youth, her inexperience of the r 
f mankind, her frank her open unſuſ- 
« pecting temper, her too great eſtetm of 


S JOE 9 and, in ſome degree; per- 
« hape, 


Chap. IVW. THE t£xcttsron. 163 


« haps, to a vanity: —_— is en at 
« her ſeaſon of Re. PA Ma! 


cc 88 1 am, however, ſtil more cul- 
% pable, perhaps Lord Melvile's rank. was 
one of his attractions z perhaps my heart, 
« filled as it was with tenderneſs fer an ob- 
« je& which appeared to me moſt amiahlè, 
5 yet adVyerted in ſome degree to thoſe ex- 
* ternal advantages which ought to have 
e been below my attention, and that I 
© looked forward with to much pleaſutè 
© to a ſituation to which my fortune gave 
me leſs right to aſpire in this age of un- 
« exampled venality, than thoſe wh are in 
© every other FORO EO: NY me. 


I know not the lady Abu eh Joh 
© ſhip has mentioned as the intended bride 


* of Lord Melvile ; but perhaps fortune is 


ec the only advantage ſhe has over the de- 
& ſcendant, and that not very remote; oft 


* one of the nobleſt houſes in the king- 


5 dom. | 
« Do 
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Do not miſtake theſe tears, my lord; 
of they are not thoſe of wenne, but of 


2 2 . 


1 Your lordſhip muſt 3 obſerve 
* the prefent agitation of my mind, and the 
4 painful effort I make to behave as be- 
, comes me; and therefore have, I am con- 
«yinced, too much politeneſs to prolong a 
t viſit which cannot but be extremely em: 
e e 5 1s both. $ SIA 


Links Claremont regarded her with a 
mixture of ſurprize and admiration, 


III as he thought of human - Kind, he 
almoſt believed her a woman. of honour. 


22 © 
14. 81 


At all rents, however, he could not 
deny her the praiſe of being at leaſt a 
Foman of [Price 


2 * 
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He, could not 3 whether he 
played a part or not; but if the did,. he all 
lowed her the merit of Playing it admi- 


0 rably. 4 * * WD 0 a 101 Ti « }? » 4 
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eee ug 69 
| He felt, as engin. as Miſs Villiers. the 
propriety of ſhortening the viſit; and, aſter 
attempting an apology, which he had bertes 
haye let alone, as it only ſerved ro. encreaſe 
their mutual embarraſſment, he retired, and 
left our, unfortunate heroine to her teflec- 
tions. 


„ 


22s 


ied 


O her refletions ? Alas! what reflee- 
tions? 


She threw herſelf, exhauſted, and 3 


breathleſs, into a chair; the tears trickled 
down 
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down her face, which ſhe covered with both 
her hands, as if aſhamed of her weakheſs, 
1 without ſpectators. 


Not the inj ured royal Conſtance felt mote 
ſtrongly the Dauphin's perfidious alliance— 


1 Gone to be married! gone to ſwear a truce?” 


Impoſſible Lord Claremont had de- 
ceived her, in order to break lt the miüch⸗ 
ment. : f 77 T , 


- Theſe arts were common amongſt avari- 
cious fathers. 


She had read of them in an hundred 
novels, and at leaſt half a dozen true bi- 
. Teries. 1015331 

How ſhould ſhe k now 8 ber con- 
ee was founded in truth? 


9 1 + 4 » 1 


She 


$31 gd — 


% 


vile from whom ſhe had received this indig- 


was the genuine ſeat of honour, 
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She Sat it to Lota Maile as well as 
herſclf,. to come to an eclairciſſement. 


' Suppoſe ſhe ſhould write to him! 64 


Write to a nian who had treated her with 
ſuch indignity ? 


But how was ſhe certain it was Lord Mel- 


nity ? 


If her ſuſpicions were true, he. was not 


only innocefit, but equally in jured with her- 
ow 


They muſt be true; Lord Melvile's foul 
She ſat dowtiſhe begun ſnie butnt the 


letter ſhe wrote a ſecond—ſhe threw away 
| : the 
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the pen—all-her reſentment revived at the 


remembrance of Lord Claremont's laſt in- 


ſult. | 


| After a moments refledion ſhe 3 
mined, at all events, to write; Juſtice to 


Lord Melvile made this ſtep an abſolute 


| duty. 


The wmoſt abandoned e enmingh had a * 
; to be heard, 


She, however, thought it prudent to defer 


. the execution of this defign till her mind 
5 —_ be a little leſs . 


"The uus of her ideas was Hadol 


ingly azz 


Deine 


She Waden the RTP Wanken in 
every point of view; and every moment felt 
more ſtrongly the impoſſibility of Lord Mel- 
9 vile's. 


— 


7” 
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vile's being a party in the — ere 


viour of his father. 


ST $4 | 
<4} 14 


From thinking it ↄgſible Lord Melvile 
might ſtill be the amiable being ſhe had 
ever believed him, ſhe proceeded . to ſup- 
poſe it probable; from thence the tranſition 
to its being certain was amazingly eaſy, 


Behold the naturally progreſlive 0 of 
a ſanguine temper ! 


Her mind became, by degrees, more 
calm. 


A ray of hope darted acroſs the palpable 
ahſcure of the preceding half hour. 


Lord Melvile's idea once more preſented 


itſelf in all its charms: ſhe ſaw the ſmile ot 
truth and candour on his —_ | 


ww 1 


4 _ . 
2 9441 — 10 


We 


more than once enriched the 
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Me will leave her to renew. her acquaint- 
ance with the gay phantom which had already 
miſled her, and do ourſelves the honour to 
pay a viſit to Lady Blaſt. 


h 


CHAP. VI. 


HIS moſt dove-like of all poffible 

dowagers had taken Harry into her 
ſervice the moment he quitted that of Miss 
Villiers. 


Amongſt her other perfections, Lady 
Blaſt was a pretty good ſcribbler, and had 
Maga- 
zine wich little aneedotes of her moſt inti- 
mate female friends.; anecdotes which 
wanted no recommendation except the very 
uſeleſs one of being true. . 


0 She 


3 
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She had interrogated Harry with the pre- 
ciſion of an inquiſitor; and had diſcovered 
enough to form an admirable tete 2 ere hiſ. 
tory of Lord M-ly-le and Miſs VIII-rs. 


Harry had accidentally mentioned Mrs, 
Merrick's affectionate attachment to our he- 
roine, and that ſhe had ſometimes called her 
by the tender appellation of the dear child. 


The dear child, muſt undoubtedly have 
been Harry's. miſtake; ſhe. muſt, to a cer - 
tainty, have ſaid, my dear child, 3 


Yes, the muſt have 1 an interpola · 
tion of Harry's: nothing was ſo ang uch. 
a miſtake. 


The genuine 2 1 text Sor; andoubte- 
.edly, haye been Ye 


15 
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The meaning of this very endearing ex- 
preſſion was obvious; Mrs. Merrick was, 
to an abſolute certainty, her mother. 


This diſcovery was happy ; the brilliant 
invention of Lady Blaſt ſupplied the reſt. 


e 
CH AP. VIL 


H ER ladyſhip's manuſcript, replete 
with gall, in its journey from her li- 
brary to the preſs, had fallen into the hands 
of the compoſitor to a ſcandalous magazine, 
who, beſides his being a man of ſo much 
feeling as to deteſt his preſent employment 
(an employment by which, however, he 
ſapported a wife and ſeven children), was 
a particular friend of Mrs. Merrick's bro- 
ther, had often viſited Mrs, Merrick, and 
had 


Chap. VII. THE EXCURSION 143 


had more than once ſeen our heroine as ſhe 
paſſed the door of Mrs. Merrick's fitting 
parlour to her carriage. 


The names of Mrs. M:rr-ck and Miſs 
V-l--rs had ſtruck him on his beginning to 
ſed the preſs. 


As he proceeded, he found the ſcene of 
this infamous romance to be Berners-ſtreet. 


The ſimilarity of names and places was 
00 great to be accidental. 


His heart now became intereſted; he 
left his work unfiniſhed, put the manuſcript 


into his pocket, and haſtened to find his 
friend. 


A moment's digreſſion if you pleaſe, gene 
tle reader, on the preſent faſhionable ma- 
nufacture of printed calumny. 


Vor. IL H ' cn 
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CHAP. VIII. 


MONGST the evils of the preſent 
hour, there is not one which more 
loudly demands redreſs, or which is more 
difficult to be redreſt, than the licentious 


malignity of that preſs, the liberty of which 


is at once the glory and the ſtrengtn of our 
conſtitution. 


Beauty, youth, genius, all which can diſ- 
tinguiſh one human being from another, 
are the deſtined mark, the helpleſs prey, of 


the literary ſlanderer. 


Ile counteracts the bounty of the benig- 
nant Creator, and turns the choiceſt bleſ- 


ſings of heaven into curſes. 


His venal pen, tempted by a gain more 
ſhameful than that which pays the midnight 


robber, ſacriſices the peace of families, 
the 
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the honour, the tranquillity, nay ſometimes 
the lives, of the moſt virtuous individuals, 
on the mercileſs altar of Enyy. | 


Ves, indignant reader, you feel the atro- 


city of his crime: you juſtly execrate the 


man who ſcatters arrows and death, and 
ſays, © Is it not in ſport?” 


The murderer of reputation merits the 
ſevereſt puniſhment which human laws, 
framed for human happineſs, can inflict. 


He merits to be driven from ſociety, the 


ſweets of which he tinges with the deadlieſt 
poiſon ; to be driven from human converſe; 
to herd with congenial monſters, with the 
mercileſs inhabitants of the howling wilder- 


nels. 


The juſt object of univerſal abhorrence,, 
what puniſhment does not his crime de- 


lerye! 


H 2 The 


- — 


| 
| 
| 
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The pangs of poverty, diſhonour, exile— 
death, if you pleaſe—lI will not plead his. 


cauſe; death is perhaps too mild an expia- 
tion of his offence. . 


But let us pauſe a moment Vou What 
do not you deſerve? — Lou, who read his 
unhallowed works with approbation? 


— 


"You, who tempt his diſtreſs to forge the 
ſavage tale? 


8 You, who unſolicited by hard neceſſity, 
his dreadful plea, cruelly wound the fame 
of your unſuſpecting neighbour, to gratify 
a malignant temper, or the idle curioſity of 


a moment? 


Do you not—unfeeling as you are—by 
encouraging ſuch deteſtable publications, 
wantonly plant yourſelf the envenomed dag- 


ger in the boſom of innocence ? 
It 


* 
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It is in your power alone to reſtrain the 
growing evil, to turn the envenomed dart 
from the worthy breaſt. 


Ceaſe to read, and the evil dies of itſelf : 
ceaſe to purchaſe, and the wenal calumnia- 
tor will drop his uſeleſs pen. 


Think, whilſt the cruel ſmile yet mantles 
on your cheek, that yaur own heart may 
be the next that is rung by the malignant 
tale. | 


The amiable friend of your choice—the 
ſiſter endeared to you by the tender ties ot 
blood the blooming daughter you edu- 
cated with ſuch anxious care — 


Yourſelf — may be the next devoted 
victim. a * 


H 3 Neflect 
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Reflect one moment, and you will exe- 
crate the barbarous pleaſure you have felt 


on reading theſe flanderous chronicles of 
falſehood, 


You wiſh to be amuſed; I anden I 
commend your wiſh; but you may be 
amuſed without wounding the better feel- 


ings of your foul. 


Believe me, the human mind is curious, 
not malignant. 


It delights in well- painted pictures of life 
and manners, but does not demand that they 
ſhall be all drawn in ſhade. 


The lovely form of virtue; of virtue, 
crowned by proſperity, or nobly ſtruggling 
with the tide of adyerſe fortune, will amuſe, 


will intereſt, will charm, beyond the black- 
| eſt 
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eſt tints, wrought by the baleful hand of 
the literary aſſaſſin. 


But to our ſtory, which has been perhaps 
too long interrupted. 


N 


8 4 


O U compoſitor had a wife and ſeven 
children, dependent on his labours for 
bread. 


His heart had always revolted againſt his 
preſent employment, but there were rea- 
ſons for continuing in it which had hitherto 
ſtifled its generous murmurs. 


We have ſaid, he had a wife and ſeven 
children dependent on him for bread. 


H 4 He 
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He could not, perhaps, hope to be fo 
well paid for attending a preſs more wor- 
thily employed. 


If he declined this illiberal engagement, 
-another, leſs ſcrupulous, would certainly 
Accept it. 


He had not till this moment ſeen in full 
1'ght the pernicious tendency. of this ſpecies 
of publication. 


The injury might, for aught he knew, 
be, with the perſonages, merely ideal. 


Lord H— and Lady M— were beings 
in the moon, nor did he know that ſuch 
characters actually exiſted; they were as 
much out of the circle of his knowledge a as 
if inhabitants .of Japan, 


T hig 
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Tbis was the firſt inſtance of his knowing 
that any of the parties traduced had real 
exiſtence. | 


From this moment he reſolved to quit his 
preſent employment. 


His children ſhould not, he determined, 
eat the bread which was moiſtened by the 
tears of calumniated virtue. 


He gave notice to the perſon who em- 
ployed him, and whom he met accidentally 
on the ſtairs, to provide himſelf with ano- 

ther compoſitor. 


His heart grew lighter as. he ſpoke. 


The pleaſurable ſwell of ſelf approbation 
expanded his honeſt boſom, 


II 5 The 
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The benevolent Father of all muſt cer- 
tainly (thus he reaſoned) ſee with more than 
indulgence a reſolution founded on the 
beſt feelings of the human heart. 


To Providence therefore directing his in- 
duſtry, he reſolved to truſt for his future 


ſupport. 


To Providence we will leave him for a 
moment, and return to Berners-ſtreet, 


e 


+35 | BY Ws 
W E left our heroine ſtruggling, againft 


conviction, to believe Lord Mel- 
vile faithful to engagements which he had 
never entertained the remoteſt idea of 
forming. 


Engage- 
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Engagements, which, to do his lordſhip 
juſtice, had their exiſtence only in her cre- 
dulity, her pardonable vanity, her ſanguine 
temper, and abſolute ae of the 
world. 


He hal impetided 80 ſeduce, but had no 
deſign to deceive her. 


On the contrary, he had offered her 4 
ſettlement in terms, which, being ſufficiently 


intelligible to himſelf, he concluded were 
ſo to her. 


She was, however, determined to be- 
lieve, and therefore did believe, his mar- 
riage a fiction invented by an intereſted fa- 
ther, and for intereſted ends. 


This was not a very improbable conjec- 
ture; but it has been well obſerved by 
H 6 ſome- 
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ſomebody, that probability is not always on 
i tho fide of truth. 


She roſe: on Monday, after a ſleepleſs 
Right, half reſolved to write Lord Melvile 
à narrative of his father's viſit and conver- 
ſation, and to demand an eclairciſſement on 

- &point in which both his happineſs and ho- 
nour were ſo deeply intereſted. 


That quick ſenſibility to the beautiful, 
the becoming, in the intercourſe of life; that 
ſpontaneous feeling of 


A grace, a manner, a decorum,” 


in morals; to which women owe half their 
virtue, alone prevented her taking ſo humi- 
Aiating a ſtep. 


1 HA. 
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ö 


"HERE was another ſubject on which 
it was neceſſary for her to think; an- 
other care which obtruded itſelf even 
through all her anxiety in reſpect to Lord 
Melvile; nay, which that very anxiety con- 
tributed greatly to heighten. 


She had entered into a ſtyle of. life not 
to be ſupported at a trifling expence. 


She had not five pounds in the world, 
nor did ſhe knoꝶ Where to get a ſupply. 


She had tried her friend Lady, Hardy, 
and we have feen the mortifying reſult of 
the experiment. 


She had but one friend to whom it be- 
came her .to apply, Col. Dormer, her re- 
ſpectable 
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ſpectable uncle; and how ſhould ſhe aſſume 
courage to tell him of ber extravagance ? 


How acquaint him, that, a dupe to hope, 
miſled by the glittering of a meteor, ſhe 
had expended the revenue of years in little 
more than a month's abſence from Belfont ? 


Her literary hopes were at an end. 


Alas! was not her every hope as ill 
founded ? 


Lord Claremont's ftory, it was at leaſt 
Pot 155 12 be true. 


She muddered at taking, a view of her 
fituation. | | 


She —__ not auld another ink 
pounds to drop from the clouds: John had, 
by her orders, paid it all away, though it 


was Sunday when ſhe received it. | 


* 
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By the way, to whom could ſhe have 
been thus obliged ? 


The doubt muſt have ſtruck my reader, 
as well as the loyely Maria, 


U 
C H A P. XII. 
A S we are not writing a fairy tale, but 
the true hiſtory of a young lady in 
Old England; a country where theſe little 
benevolent beings have long left off their 
delightful midnight gambols, and do not 
even condeſcend to drop a ſixpence in the 


ſhoe of Marian; it may be neceſſary to ac- 
count for this very well-timed, Ag ano- 


nymous, act of winged 


CHAP, 
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-ADY Hardy and Lady Blaſt, whom we 

left whiſpering in a corner, at. Mrs. 

Harwood's aſſembly, were tittering over our 

- heroine's letter to the former, requeſting 

her to lend her an hundred pounds till ſhe 

- could receive a remittance from the coun- 

try; when Mr. Hammond, whoſe viſit to 

Mrs. Harwood that evening was meerly ac- 

eidental, happened to approach the bene 
volent pair. 


As he was nearly related to Lady Blaſt, 
he took the liberty of aſking the cauſe of 
their exuberant mirth, when Lady Hardy 
very politely gave him the letter to read. 


Both the name and the writing were too 
familiar to him to be miſtaken. 


* 
LY 
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He very compoſedly put the letter in his 
pocket, and left the room without ſpeaking 
a ſyllable. 


The ladies called after him, but to no 
manner of purpoſe. 


He croſſed the ſtreet to Mrs. Merrick, 
and received from her a very circumſtantial 
and very ſatisfactory account of the. birth, 
fortune, connexions, virtues, hopes, and ro- 
mantic expectations, of Miſs Villiers; ex- 
pectations of which he knew the fallacy, 
being perfectly acquainted with Lord 
Claremont's negotiation with Mr. Harding. 


After enjoining Mrs. Merrick ſecrecy on 


the ſubject of this converſation, he retired 
to his lodgings, took a bank note of an hun- 
dred pounds out of his bureau, ſealed it up 
in a blank cover; and, in the morning, ſent 
Þ.it to Miſs Villiers by a ſervant on whom he 
could 
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could depend, in the manner we have 
OP recited, 


But his philanthropy did not ſtop here. 


He ſaw her on the borders of a preci- 
pice, and determined to withdraw her from 
Ih, 1 in ſpite of herſelf, 


He faw the utmoſt adlicary mut be pre- 
ſerved | in the attempt. 


He was a poet, therefore his ideas were 
rapid. | 


He formed his plan in a moment, and 


ordered his chaiſe to the ny to put it in 
execution. 2 


| BEE . 
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THE EXCURSION: 


B O O-K VIII. 


E H A P. I. 


F Mr. Hammond's wheels had been as 
1 rapid” as his ideas, he would have 
reached Belfont (for thither he bent his: 
courſe) with the velocity of a ſpirit. 


5 e He 
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He arrived at this abode of tranquillity 
about twelve on Monday morning, and 
found Col. Dormer hanging with undiflem- 
bled rapture over an expanding roſe-bud in 
his Lilliputian green-houſe. | 


Mr. Hammond could not have met with 
a more favourable occaſion of being elo- 
quent, and even poetical, than the preſent, 


He knew all of which Lady Blaſt was 
capable. 


He had, by accident from a female friend, 
heard all the flanderous effuſions of the pair 
of dowagers, in reſpect to our amiable heroine, 


His fears for her reputation were much 
ſtronger than thoſe he felt in reſpect to her 
fortune, though he thought both in the 
moſt imminent danger, 


He 
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He might have ſimilized in the garden 
for an hour, without going a ſtep out of his 
way. 2.5109 n C1 


He: might have obſerved to Col. Dormer, 
that, whilſt his green- houſe engaged his at- 
tention, a fairer roſe than any which bloomett: 
there, was menaced with a blight from the 
empoiſoned breath of Envy. 


He might have ſaid 


In ſhort, he might have ſaid a thouſand 
pretty things, if ſaying pretty things had 
been the purpoſe of his journey. 

This, however, not being the caſe, and 
being determined not to enter abruptly on 
the ſubject neareſt his heart, the dangerous 
ſituation of Miſs Villiers, he for once went. 
out of his character, and made uſe of an in- 
nocent artifice to avoid alarming Col. Dor- 
mer too ſoon- 
5 Aftet 
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After having apologized politely for what 
appeared an intruſion, he | reminded Col 
Dormer, who had totally forgot him, of 
their having been fellow ſtudents and friends 
at Oxford; and, without entering on his 
real motive for this viſit, told him he eould- 
not paſs the door of an old acquaintance, 
Were ſtopping to e after his health. 4 
en nl i.) 
He added. that he bad an additional d- 
tive for calling, which was, to tell him he 
had ſeen his amiable niece, Miſs Villiers, a 
few days before, in town, n — let ker 


in good: WO and _ 
ert mu oc! qa 
There are no people ſo happy in meet- 
ing © nttiexpettedly with their friends, and 
eſpecially the friends of their youth, as 
thoſe who, in advanced age, PAR W 
Ae the 8 


* 


In this — the — "evenaed a 


common viſitant, is of conſequencey as it re- 
lieves 
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169 
lieves the too regular uniformity of occupa- 
tion, hich "is the hw Ay cranes on he 
mil delights of refirement, | 


The nevival of a friend, * in fuck a ſitua- 


tion, is an event, a little ara, worthy of ſpe- 


cial note in * table of ſe- 


cluded life. ; 


Col. Dormer's garden an him a ſoutce 
of inconceivable Pleaſure—But—always the 
garden! 


Beſides— more than half he real value of 


every enjoyment. depends on the ſocial idea. 


-of its being communicated, 


There 4s no me thing as ſolitary happi- 
nels, 


The vernal family of Col. "AND ac- 
quired ney charms in his eyes in propor- 


tion as they became the admiration of 
others. 


Vor. II. 1 Mr 0 
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Me. Hammond was a new admirer/ whoſe 
Bc enhanced the beauties of every 
Ne which ages his attention. 


noi 07 19737 120 
He was alſo a new companion to fill up 
the void in the ſociety of Belfont, occalioned 
by the abſence of Maria. 


Louiſa s converfation would have been 
ſufficient to Col. Dormer's happineſs, had he 
not been alſo habituated to that of her lſfer. 


We feel ſeverely the privation of every 
pleaſure to which we © have deen Tong 25 


| Neg. 4 4 34 << 54a * 0 


1 * F. 
£ 7 


Ls * 
43 * : : 
* 

7 

», © 91 an4 34 > * 


. lovely Prader! Ea 


The 0 eye of 8250 Sidi her 
tripping, with- Louiſa, r 17 Em, 
| hae. at i I $ 200 Il 5 I In 4s 10 
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- 


"Thar lovely prater“, boomasH cal... 


E 


Vis Yo 10 221108 50 30057 59218 £119 2911819 


With bat impatience dia b. he not n 
her return to Belfont! 


N 27 W 1 ” 
TY {14 1 OTE PLC > 137 © 5 e 22 * 
in OJ notas > UNS EB L 
, #. 


1 * 2 
5 . 
© / 2 
2 : 
. 11 
- - & SS && Gaagey 0 
* 


(31 i Dio 307 


sid B43 YG 


od ayer ir 4 iR. „ „H, tio. 
50, bed , elenidgq sd rsa .io3. oe e 


| A FT ER; 2. tour. round. the garden, 2 


particular viſit to every Peta 
daughter of the ſpring, and a little retro- 
ſpective chat on the ſubject of old college 
adventures; Col. Dormer, having finſt ob- 
tained Mr. Hammond's promiſe of ſpend- 
ing a few days at Belfont, preſented him to 
the bright Louiſa, who appeared to him 
ouly leſs charming s Fon her liſter. _ 


3 5753-4 


CASE 


"Fir that fitter, the wok old man 5 an 
enthuſiaſtic partialiry, which; had he-been 


eff 
In I 2 younger, 
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_—_ would have amounted to a paſ- 
HH; INI tc ? 

He td Louiſa with. als: 3 
ſhe was, he ume * 
N of ft 


Sw 


| 1 had the fineſt blue eyes in the 
. dat he Hated blue _ 
Paris 8 were eyes indeed—eyen infarmed 
by the wanted blaze of genius— 


The vivid glow of her complexioo-——the 
animated changes of her countenance as her 
ideas varied — the enchantment of her 

ſmile 


* 
28 FEA 


In Hort, he 1 was ready to exclair, in the 
wards of the Spectator, 


« Louifa5s: beautiful, but Maria, chou art 
40 3 


4 
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- 19 


They paſſed a chearful evening, — 5 res 
tired early to bed, in favour of Mr. Ham- 
men fatigue RIO bi 2 5tT 

wm Oe BIgHaIIH 20338: 91 26W-- ff} 
He ſlept little during the firſt part of the 
night; he revolved in his mind the eircum- 
ſtance which PIO his e i 


4 
2 210 1700 210% 


| He found a thouſand difficulties in reſpect 
to the manner in which be flioud enter 01 on 
the ſubject of Miſs Villiers's ſituation. 


He might have aid, "i more proptiety, 
her indiſcretion, but he would not eyen allow 
that ſhe was indiſcreet. 1 N 

e called her profuſion the ebullition of 
a a noble mind; and found merit even in that 
heedleſs inattention to forms which 2 
ened ſuch dreadful conſequences, | 


. \- USIC 2 * 


ayh TE WE bt; Bool t. 


ae af fat Aetetttäneg Abbe intended ſtay- 
Jog two or three days, to triſt to the chap- 
46 of actidents, and only be on dhe watch 
is nga Favourable moment. Mn99RingEr 


. | 
A 28 bp 


He could not, even in this ſhort inter- 
eourle, have mifſed Col. Dormer's prevail- 
ing paſſ on; and rightly judged that a mild 
vernal ſhower, or the blowing of a new 
'auricula, might have the beſt effect pole 
"vn the ma of his friend.” 


TEINS are 
„ © - a 2 55 5 


Ihe morning being uncommonly fine, the 
Eartiages were ordered to the door at eleven. 


ZU 
— 


5 Col. 1 propoſed to give Mr. Ham- 
mond the pleaſure of ſeeing Burgbley, the 
"relebrared fear of the ſtill more celebrated 
ſtateſman whoſe name it bears, from hence 
Bel font was E NN. a few miles. 


"i ; 1 * 
FLAME 8 N 4 14 
% - 


s 111 0 Burghley therefyr "i * 
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A. lover of the imitativearts,, Mr. Ham- 
mond Was charmed with ſeeing the noble 
Works gf che divine maſters with which, this | 
magnificent ſeat. is ornamented and: en- 
riched. | 


x But he fele a is a patriot. worthy + the 
name) a ji. ſublimer Pleaſure 1 in calling 
to remembrance the public virtues of the 
great, the. wiſe, the uncorrupt, miniſter, 
who raiſed” the glory of his, country 10 is 


1 n 
utmoſt ſummit, 


He regarded his portrait with reverential 
delight. 


; ne tanciecc he faw his vener: able ſhade 1 in 
every apartment [through x which he Was con- 


N ducted. 


1%}. 


Our party returned to Rellont, ar not 


101 gd of 
1 F 


They 
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„They met in the avenue, Within a few 
Poces of the houſe, Mr., Montague, the ru- 
ral philoſopher of whom we haxe ſpoken 
before, as lord of the manor of Belſont. 

4 42963} i 5081} 289 br TAS. 10 

He, was coming on a viſit to the benevce 
lent maſter of this ſuperb manſion; who was 
however, at i am, abſent * i 


His ſon, the obj ect chat had reconcile 
Louiſa" to ſhades at ſolitude, and whom 
our little family ſuppoſed to be attending 
* ſtudies at Cambridge, r was with him, ph. 


-'They were both on horſeback, and boch 
ſtopped on ſeeing Col. Dormer' $ carriage, f 


Mr. Montague the younger had been ill 
of a fever at college, and had, been ſent 


home (where he arrived. the gveting —_— 
or | change of air, by . Phyſicians. 
IT 1 * His 

411 = 


dy 


Chap. III r HE neuron 15) 


- His ilinefs had left a paleneſs which only 
rendeded his counitenance, if poffible, wore 
unn; this ever. RN 100 a 
Mr. n was e ruck with a face ſo 
full of expreſſion, and was going to aſk his 
name, when he approached the chaiſe in 
which the good old man was with the lovel7 
Louiſa. 


1 * tt 
i * 1 


"On ſeeing the obieg of * rendereſt af- 
ection in a manner thus unhoped and unex· 
pected, the cheek of Louiſa became ſuffuſed 
with the livelieſt crimſon; her heart beat 
thick, her voice faltered, and her repeated 
attempts to ſpeak terminated in bioken a0 
inarticulate accents, 


By a movement, not only involuntary, 
but unknown at the time to herſelf, ſhe, 


+ — 1 


with a trembling hand, let down the laſs 


of the carriage at "Mr. Montague“ TY 


proach. 


N Is He 


— — —— —— — 
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Fe © Ys add refled he f with an emotion which, 
| though! Wi ble to his betty; 


Was far from being ſo to his elocution:. 


x” "The confuſion, 5e agitation, the pleifure 
Filible i in the countenances of both, were 
too perceptible to eſcape Mr. Hammond 
ee A 


Sho * 210 


» 1 Theig Jooks were A intellig ible 


Wo ſtand in no need of an hiſtorian to an 
him oft the ſituation of their hearts. 5 0 


” Ih BH 
HAZEYVIL + JAY 


TY, hy now thought Louiſa as handſome as 


Ts dogs eh 


[09 16 nan: 
She 1 loſt als by air "be Ri life Which 


had at firſt bght extremely dif ſpleaſed! bin. 


9 | 7s 228 nos 


Her blue eyes were become lovely * 
Being impaſſioned. | 4 8 


AHA . fs 
KH >. | In 


7 
—— 
——_—— 

* 
OO 
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In ſhort ſhe appeared to him another 
being; o much does beauty Jepend o on 


4.99 \ 1499 


dae 2101-03 fl goigd aa 161 arr 


She was no longer x faulleſs latue, but 
"an enchanting woman; an — 555 nor merely | 
5 bi of 4 Itty + 135; £0 
: of Aer ur f paſſ lon, eq 001 
Mr. Montague left his ſon by the nde of 
Miſs Villiers ö chaiſe and, giving his horſe i 
70 a ſervant, fetutned ic Belfont in tat of 
Col. Dorer. 5 2 PHE A 10 nie O? | 


LL, 5 3 


The party A at Mr. Manas 8 
door, who invited himſelf, and his family, 
conſiſting of this ſon, and a very amiable 
F. a to 1 ſpend. the afternoon at Col. 


2 ormer s, qi J3; 25 1 5 (ie 2 
| E +4 4.4 l Sp 2 21.4 1 3&8 DS : 


16 CHAP, 


100 THR EX'CVRE 1:0: r 


* _ 6 * C1 
95991 *. C3 10 


BI eig 10 
vbgil oil. OO ai log 28) op! "oe oa £ 


70.6 rum 07 Bai PHSBO TG 0. 21 168 94930 


17 HEN w we last ſet out for London, 


we left Mr. Montag ue the you 
4 688, Dormer's 8 gate, Mg he e 
the intention of explaining himfelf in the 
cleareſt terms to Louiſa on the Ki of his 


n. 1 f * k hb - b 
Fee vas! Hon 235 15 29780 


a reſe — 2 W. have mw had 
been a little precipitated by the report, ihar 
a, man of great fortune had made propoſals 
to Col, Dormer for his niece z which n 
however, happened not to be true. 

As :ainute details of weir Pk —— 
lovers are much more intereſting to the par- 
ties concerned than to anybody elſe, we 
ſhall wave particulars, and only ſay, that 
Mr. Montague was not diffatisfied with the 
interview; and that during the three weeks 
of 


A} 'S 4 
N 
— 


Clip HS T. EL Form mt 


of his ſtay at Belfont, for he went to college 
a week ſooner than he intended, he had 


brought her to promiſe never to marry any 


other man, though he e 
to enter into any Fegg IS | 
him, ualeſs with his "Fark er 5 hs 


12 C II 
9 


. / * 9 ? FATTY — 
QT . £# 1013719801 aL 


. S, er 'to Cambridge fatisßed © in Spas 


degree with this promiſe, and determined 


to write the ſtare of his 115 to his eher 


17 ein 


He was, howerer, prorated! by a flt of 
illneſs, brought on by his fears that Mr. 
Montague, indalgent as he was, would not 
approve an alliance in which intereſt had ſ6 
little ſhare, 

293156, 490 MSIE OHA 8120880 1h 34 

He had forgot that-this — father 
was a phitoſopher in the moſt extenſive ſenſt 
of the word; and that, ſetting his philoſb- 


Phy aſide, his very prejudices would in this 


inſtance be in his favours! 11 - 9219199008 
9 In 
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Zn & | fry By ward 


forth Kos not, 2b he ought to 

have been, exempt from the baneful error 
of young people, in ſuppoſing it poſſible 
they can have any friend half as much in- 
tereſted in-their happineſs as a patina, e jel 


He wrote, ante to his gſter, 558 bad 
always: 'been the confidante of his paſfion, 
and told her his determination to aſk his 
father's: permiſſion to marry Miſs Villiers, 
as ſoon as he ſhould return to Belfont. 


On Annie of his ilnel, farmed for wie 
fe, Miſs Montague diſcloſed the ſecret to 
her father, who had ordered his carriage to 
be ready in the morning, in the intention 
of going himſelf to fetch him from Cam- 
bridge, when he arrived in a dener. at 
menden. en WS 


Lido whe 33 bappinek 
the — of every — 
82 new 


* 
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knew it did not depend on wealth, was per- 
fectly ſatisfied-with the choice his ſon had 
made; but as marriage is a ſtep there is no 
retrieving, he was anxious to be clearly in- 
formed as to the inclinations of the young 
lady, before he took any meaſure; prepara» 
tory to a union, to which, ſuppoſing their 
attachment mutual, he had not the ſhadow 
of an NT. [EDN 


The ride of this morning — abe 
rally, ſaved him much trouble on this fub- 
ject. 


e 


He had obſerved the countenance of Miſs 
Villiers, on his ſon's approach, with the 
moſt ſerutinizing eye, and had Een 
remaining.  Hhiond galog to 


is Shena9-tioq g di tay on nove ,vobtt 


7 


In the full a that the future folts | 


city of both depended on their union, he 
had taken his place in Col; Dormer's clisiſe, 


and had aſked his conſent to preſent his fon 
Wu to 


9 
—— —— — — — — 
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184' THE EXCURSION. Bock VIII. 
to Miſs Villiers in the afternoon, as a can- 


didate for the honour of her hand. 


, * 
— 4 9 FA » o2 


There was but one point in Which theſe 
two excellent men had difagreed. 


Col. Dormer was for deferring the mar- 
riage two or three years longer, and Mr. 
Montague for r N it Ur pc 


When the Tic had laute all kis 
arguments, which Mr. Montague heard 
with more patience than he was accuſtomed 
to ſhow when contradicted, Ms made the fol- 


lowing reply : 


= I cannot, my good friend, account for 
* your arguing ſo unphiloſophically, on any 
„principle except that of your-ſuppoſing a 
little aſſumed reluctance becomes you, as 


« nen in the e of the ag! lad . 


iti; | 2 But 


Chap. Mk" TuS 15-3 CUR $10, 185 
< But let me entreat you'to Tay aſide your 

« coyneſs for a moment, and talk like a rea- 

3 _ dad 180 ers sd 


AS AW 1 


4 3 n 


0 My fon 8 Mee depends on his 
being united with Miſs Villiers; and let 


« rent, add, that the qualities of his heart 


* promiſe that the happineſs n on 
<* this union will be een | 


« You and L by keeping in the forma. 
e beaten track, may poſtpone the era of 


« their felicity a few years longer. 


* But reflect a moment, and anſwer me 


« ne plain queſtion; do you think i it po ; 


dle to be happy too ſoon ? 


+4 


The poet juſtly complains, that 
« Man never 7s, but always to be, bleſt.” 
| «Iam 


© 4 
TEL 


Ll * 


* * ; | : 
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4 am \ afraid this is too generally our 
as own fault. 
1651 21 300 369W7 0? id few 10h Hb 1 ?? 
4 a We a are AER: for e when | 
1 rene -. Na nn 
46 « Human life i is too mort, and too uncer- 
-© tain, to have i its beſt hours waſted in ex- 
er dss . 


6 You call of bis — at college til 
“he has taken a degree. 
e ] have not the leaſt objection to his 
" keeping the neceſſary reſidence till that 
time, which is not very diſtant : but I ſee 
« no reaſon to delay his marriage on that 
& account, as he is not a candidate for a 
6 l 


4 As to foreign travel, I am in this re- 


40 ſpect a little ſingular; but I am not 
| te aſhamed 


Chap. III. 1E ExXovnsto8, Thy 
* aſhamed of being hn arp in the 
1 T igt. < 1 ; 

« I do not wiſh him to wear out his heart, 
'* poiſon his principles, and ruin his conſti- 
* tution, by deſpicable connesions with 
French 2 girls, or Italian courtezans. 


« Sul Jeſs do l with. him to run the affe- 
" minate circle of frivolitè and ton at Paris; 
or to pore over ruſty coins, and ſtudy 
— at Rome. 


A young antiquarian Is every way a 
bs nn 


« If a young man muſt have purſuits, as 
he certainly muſt, let them be the pur · 
1 ſuits of his ſeaſon of life. 


«© I can forgive even an irregular paſſion 
* for animated Denne: 5 but n man r Who at 
Ss; twenty. two, 7 
| « Sighs 


2x88 THE EXCURSION. Book vm. ; 
e Sighs for an Otho, and neglects his bride, 


« ſhould be c if a ſon of mine. 


But to our buf neſs. en the happieſt 
Py man on earth in the vhoie my ſon has 
4c made; and in being convinced Miſs Vil- 
lers bongurs-nio with her n 


_ The favour of ſuch a woman h. 


in 26 | A Fe) 


* 1 have Ke 0 cel child 4 = 
< tion for each other would ripen into 
«ove; and had I never obſerved, their mu- 
« tual tenderneſs before, their meeting juſt 
* now would have flaſhed Par on my 
« mind. . e Mon ur #1 


Noi 
6 ” ” 
4 | $1} 


9 . to guard my ſon againſt 

« 4he miſery. of ſelling himſelf to keep the 
< familyeſtate 8 un ee n, 
this moment in view. 1600 190 
TI £1 * My 


Chap. HL. TH E EXCURSION. 189 
« My eſtate is three thouſand pounds 2 
« year, rf which I have laid by half ever 
*« fince I was married; that I might become 


rich enough to make my children happy 
* —__ er pr my” own f f 


<1 lane ane Charles a "tooling: 
* pounds a year, with a pretty houſe; about 
fix miles off; and have ten thoufand 


« pounds to give my daughter whenever 
e ſhe chuſes to marry; and all this without 


leſſening my paternal fortune a ſhillwg ?” 


Pd 
As Mr. Montague pronounced the laſt 
ſentence, the chaiſe ſtopped at his door. 8 


7 


Col. Dormer ſet him down, and ona | 
his own houſe with an air of ſatisfaction 


Which did not eſcape Louiſa, EY 


He was gay beyond his uſual ai! as 


eye ſpoke the moſt perfect content whenever” 
is met * thar of his amiable niece. 2301 


CHAP, 


* 
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r IV. 


"AT\] Arey 2] Goms 


R. Hammond, 3 obſerved this 

4 without abſolutely knowing the 
cauſe, could not find in his heart to damp 
the joy of his friend by ſpeaking to him on 
ſo painful a 89 5 as that of Maria” s indiſ- 


cretion. 


A day or two had elapſed i in viſits to and 
from the unn 


Tbe moſt important articles of the mar- 
riage treaty were ſettled; Mr. Hammond 
had arranged, in idea, his intended conver- 
ſation with Col. Dormer, and was waiting the 
latter's'return from the manor-houſe, where 
he was in conſultation with Mr. Montague, 
when he received, by the poſt, from Mrs. 
Merrick, 'the malevolent hiſtory of Maria, 
which had been brought to her by the honeſt 

A: 571 compoſitor 
2 
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compoſitor of whom we have . in the 
laſt book. _ rookies anal dtd 


Our heroine, in this infamous iy 
ny 


was drawn in the darkeſt colours that 
hood and 1 in conjunction could furniſh. 


be was” Jeferibe3, ind with. abs 
pearance of plauſibility, as an adventurer, 
and of the moſt abandoned kind. 1 


As the illegitimate daughter of Mrs. 
Merrick, by a certain foreign dancer, whom 
we are authorized to ſay Mrs. main pond 
never beheld. 


As having received from this ideal father 
an education which diſtinguiſhed her from 
her equals, and a degree of art and addreſs: 
which enabled her to undertake, and to ſup- 
port, the difficult rl. of a woman af birth 
and condition. 


41 


1 
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As having been educated by her ſuppoſed 
parents expreſsly tor the purpoles of proſ- 
—_—_ 10. Wann | . ' | | 


As having been ſold at ſeventeen to Mr. 
Hammond, who had taken an apartment at 
Mrs. Merrick's for that very purpoſe ; and 
as having been ſupperted by him in an ex- 
penſive ſtyle of life, in order to draw in 
* 2 man not faſhion to ny. her. 


_ Sk failed in ber plan in 505 to 
Lord Melvile, and as having condefcended 
to live with this nobleman on other terms, 
when ſhe found her hope of ſeducing him 
into mee engagement abortive. 


As having been left by him on the ap- 
proach of his intended marriage, and anten 
nom on ſale to the higheſt bidder. 


1455 | The 
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The reader will judge of Mr. Hammbnd's 
feelings on reading this diaboheal ſcroll, 
but no words can paint his aſtoniſhment at 


finding himſelf one of the heroes of the 
* — 


* he had wanted a proof of its falſe- 
hood; could one have Wn me _—_— 
2 with this? { 


He was now — ee to ſtand 
forth her champion. 


How ſhould he act on ſo ane 
ogcaſion? . 0 vo t Matin 
Should he communicate this vile fable to 


Col. Dormer? | 
SSI rebar _ 


4 0 


Þ le knew. his warmth of teraper and quick, 
ſenſe of honour, and therefore dreaded the 


conſequences of truſting him with a ſecret 
Vol. II. K | of 


194 THE EXCURSION, Book VIII, 
of this kind, in which he was ſo nearly in- 


tereſted. e 


| He knew the world, and the delicate nas 
ture of temale honour, 


The preſs muſt be ſtopped at all events, 


He trembled at the idea of what Na 
happen i in bis abſence. 


He * the manuſcript with more 
attention. | 1 


The hand-writing was diſguiſed, but he 
inſtantly. knew it to be that of Lady Blaſt, 


Afraid of truſting ſo dark a tranſaction 
ta an amanuenſis, this good lady (who had 
made the penny-polt her vehicle of convey- 
ance) had tranſcribed this benevolent off- 
ſpring of her brain for tne * herſelf.” 


' F.. 
C us SNN N | f [RAO 
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This circumſtance was extremely fortu 
nate for our hergane. 


| Her ladyſhip hated, but the alſo feared, 
Mr. Hammond. 


It was not probable ſhe had ſent the 
printer a ſecond copy of her libel, as ſuck 
a ſtep might have led to a diſcovery of me 
author, 


The firſt was happily in Mr. Hammond's 
own Poſſeſtion. | 


The moſt important point was to fee 
Lay Blaſt as foon as poſlible. | 


In ſuch a firuation not an ' Toflunt was t 
be * 


It was not _— to ebenen cel. 
Dormer with this diſagreeable affair, 


K 2 


His 
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Az mind was more pleaſingly: occupied 
by the approaching marriage of Louik. , 


It would be inhuman to diſturb the feli- 
city of his friend. 


Abus, donc! The. carriage was immedi- 
0 ordered. 


- 


"Col. Dormer returned from his early Vis 
ſit, and was aſtoniſhed to find Mr. Ham- 
mond's chaiſe at his gate. 


The good old man- eee for this 
unexpected flight. 


Some bafinck. which he had only that 
moment recollected, rendered it-1m1pofſible 
for him to continue an inſtant longer one of 
the happy group at Belfont. 


G 
fit 
_ " bd 
— A 


CHAP. 


7 | 
p . as i 
\ 
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CHAP. v. 


R. Hammond's wheels never ſtopped 
till he reached the door of Lady 
Blaſt. 


He defied, and he eſcaped, all the dan- 
gers of Enfield chace, and arrived about 
eleven at night at the houſe of this reſpec- 
table dowager, which he found full of com- 


. 


He ſent for her down to her dining- par- 
Jour, and, without the leaſt preface, looking 
her earneſtly in the face, | 


Do you know this paper, Madani?” 


If ſhe could have turned paler, ſhe would 
at the ſight. . She heſitated— That paper, 
- £6. couſin? '— | 


K 3 I di- 


— 
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& diſclaim all relationſhip, Madam, till 
96 you have atoned for this infamous ac- 
* tion. | 


665 I will not expoſe you to your viſitants, 
but let me ſee you at my lodgings early 
* to-morrow morning : I hope, for your 


* ſake, I am the only perſon who knows 
« of this affair.” 


His looks, his authoritative tone, and het 
own conſciouſneſs of guilt, appalled her. 


She told him with heſitation, ſhe would 
ſee him in the morning, and returned trem- 
bling to her company. 


Mr. Hammond went from thence to Mrs. 
Merrick's, where he learned from a ſervant, 
Mrs. Merrick being out, that Miſs Villiers 
had been gone three days into the country. 


7 ä K 2 « Into 
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* Into the country ? on was not at Bel- 
$6 font,” 178 5varl 110 


He was bewildered ; but as he was alſo 
extremely fatigued; he thought it belt to go 
home, and give the night to repoſe. 


His mind was till that of a knight-errant, 
but his body was not quite ſo able to keep 
pace with its flights as it had been at twenty- 
tWO, ' | 4.4 


S 


Q AA 


H E morning after Mr. Hammond 
had ſet out for Belfont, Miſs Villiers, 
though the knew not half her danger, had 
' riſen in a ſtate of mind which Lady Blaſt 


herſelf would almoſt have pitied. 
K 4 She 


\ 
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She faw the precipice on the borders of 
which ſhe ſtood, e ſhe law it not in all 
its * Natron | 


She knew not Lady Blaſts inventive ge- 
nius, nor did ſhe k now herſelf the wen of 
her malice. 


She ſaw diſappointment, ſhe ſaw diſtreſs, 
before her; but ſhe had not the remoteſt 


apprehenſion of infamy. 


She knew not the blow now levelled at 
her fame. 


She knew not that the ſtroke, if given, 
would probably be fatal; that the wounds 
of calutany 2 are never pertectly healed. 


The human 1 impelled by its own 
reſtleſs nature, fond of the marvellous, and 
ever ſeeking food for wry curioſity which 


carries 
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carries us to ſo much good and fo much 


evil, imbibes with eagerneſs the animated 
tale of ſlander, becauſe animated. ', 


Jo inveſtigate its truth, to withdraw the 
veil which covers a well-inyented falſehood, 
requires a cool diſpaſſionate exertion of the 
underſtanding, a patience of enquiry, to 
which few, not Freun intereſted, my 


ſubmit. 


It is an effort, and from all eu the mind 
of man naturally'flies. Ui et e 


Infatuated girl! Why did he leave Tel 
houſchold gods ? 


; Thoſe houſehold. gods are alone the-cer- 
tain guardians of female honour. | ' 
Me have ſaid, her quick ſenſibility of the 
ae had prevented her ting, e 
Monday, to Lord Melviles us 
2 That 
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NV N 14 FY 4 ” 
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That ſenſibility gave way, on Tueſday, to 
the e rn of e 


$1 


Lord Mite had 'a right to be dend in 
Kis own defence. ö 


1405 loving; doubting. re-relolying, 
an hundred times, ſhe ſat down, and wrote 
him a letter full of confidence and ſenti- 
ment, 


* 1 
* 4 
x ol 14 


0 What inconſiſtency * 1 i is true, bur 
the buman heart is inconſiſtent. 


& / 3145 = * of 1 


She owned her tenderneſs a teueweß 
juſtified, and even rendered meritorious, by 


* = 
: 


is virtues; by virtues en it r be 


Nr even to doubt. 


* 


"If l Se Neustäd, dut with as much ſoſten- 


zug as the eaſe would admit, the ſuppoſed 


Vartifices of * aw ae to break this 


LOA 0.2 union 


Chap. VI. HE  EXCYRSION. 20g 
union of two enamoured hearts; of two- 
hearts ſo evidently a i \eash abr. 

She proceeded; Une 3 e n fn 
Wades, to promiſe him A Mw | 


* 1 1978 


Could ſhe dy leſs He was 10 . 
to all his ſex “ To her the whole uni- 
85 verſe Contaliied' tio other N Af ns | 


Pre per b 


In ſhort, ſhe ran on in the high romance 

ſtyle the length of two quarto pages, and 
then diſpatched John to his lordſhip's hoyſe,, 
with orders to deliver it to himſelf, if at 


Whigs and to wait his anſwers... .- . - - 


; 28 2 
| fi \ | At i. Gr 
ä Her A akich fs hath Rn 
indeed to keep only that little week (a week 

could not make much differenee in the ex- 
pence), drove up to the door about a quar- 
ter of an hour after John ſer off and in ſire 
minutes was obl ed to give way. to another, 

Sta which 
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which Miſs Villiers took for cee was 
that of Lord ne a "lf FR- 


* 4 (x? 87 fy 


- Intereſted as ſhe was in ata alk ng the 
had not courage to ſatisfy. herſelf by. going 
to the window. | 


>The ruſtiing of Glks.on the ſtairs firſt i in- 
formed her ſhe- was miſtaken i in her 8 


ture. 4:4 5 


The door opened, and ſhe ſaw—not Lord 
Melvile, but Mrs. Herbert, whom ſhe ſup- 
Poled 1 to be Nill i in F rance. 


Mrs. Herbert! What expe hap: 
8 ln. 


The friend df her Sin at the moment 
"when a friend was moſt apo 


—— bregidelsiaichiions A g 
<2 *66 My 


9 
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My dear Miſs Villiers, need I fay how 
* charmed I am to find you in town?“ 


» F% 2 
£ 


u dear madam—no words" 


«I was afraid you had company, 481 
"= ſaw: a <hariot at your door,” 


Ho way 


Maria bluſhed— 


Be. By the way, my dear, you will pardon | 
* the digreſhon '—May I aſk whoſe cha- 
« riot it is? It is by much the prettieſt T 1 
* have ſeen in en 4 


t 


, She hefirated— 
<< Tt is—it is mine, madam. 


„ Yours, my dear? Do I underſtand 
emen 
4 60 Not 
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£116 er-. 1 am * o happy: to ſee 
pen 8 „ „ 1 ? : 


At ;this moment 7 * entered, and in- 


formed Miſs Villiers, that having aſked for 


Lord Melvile, he was informed his lordſhip 


was gone into the country, to the ſeat of 


bis intended father-in-law, Mr. Harding, 


and would not be in town till after his war- 


riage. 


His marriage l Her miſery was Apen 
certain—ſhe fuok motionleſs imo a chair. | 


As Miſs Villiers had too Waite art to hide 
her feelings, and Mrs. Herbert too much 
knowledge of the world to miſtake them, 


the latter was ſoon au fart as to the intereſt 


her friend took in all that related to Lord 
Melvile, 


1 


1 She I act 8 _ 
her ſhe looked pale, that ſhe ſaw the town 


9 did: 


do give her time to recover from the ſhock, 
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did not agree with her, and inſiſted on 
taking her for three or fout days to the villa 


of her mother-in-law, Lady Sophia * 
| about twenty miles from town. 


4 will ſend off one of my Akbar this: 
moment to apprize Lady Sophia of bur 
intended viſit, and if you pleaſe, my dear, 

e will be with her at dinner to-morrow: 
4 this day I infiſt on yout ſpending with me: 
& we will be denied, and chat over all our 
* Rutland adventures.” 


Our heroine was too unhappy at home, 
and too weary of her own ſociety, not to be 
delighted with the propoſal. 


5 She endeavoured to hide the emotion ſhe 
could not abſolutely reſtrain; and Mrs. 
Herbert, who faw her diftrefs,. and wiſhed 


pretended to have viſits to Pays and left her 
= dinner to herſelf. 


We 
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We have ſaid Miſs Villiers had a mind, 
which, though full of ſenſibility, was natu- 
rally carried to ſee every thing on the 
brighteſt ſide. 


Mrs. Herbert's abſence "was, as ſhe ima- 
gined it would be, a relief to her friend. 


She fat down, ſhe read the letter John 
had brought back; ſhe dropped a tear of 
regret—ſhe dropped a ſecond. 


She wept the loſs of the moſt charming of 
mankind; the grieved ſuch a letter, for it 
was admirably written, ſhould be threwn 
away. 

No ray of hope remained as to the fieſt 


fource of her grief; as to the ſecond, ſhe 
determined to inſert this letter i in her next 


| novel. | 
"Ew Wn -« Her 
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Her next novel?“ Is the not then 
cured of the diſeaſe of writing : = | 


Alas! my friend, it is plain you have 
never been an author, 


= «One aten motive of conſolation how- 
ever remained. | 


Her folly in writing that letter was only 
known to herſelf. 


It had not: reached the hand for which it 
was deſtined. 


*. had not ſwelled the bk of the i in- | 
tended Lady Melvile. | 


She alſo felt that certainty of evil is more 
enen than 98555 


Theſe refleRions were inerrupted bye | 


keizeur. 
A freſh 
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A freſh ſubject of conſolation now of- 
fered, | 


- She eme the aka 


O Vanity ! benevolent goddeſs How 
much are human miſeries alleviated by thy 
celeſtial influence 


5 #0 A Im 


UR fair heroine, dreſt with the ut- 

— moſt taſte, and with an air of von 

which ſurprized Mrs. Herbert, arrived a lit- 
tle after four at the houſe of that lady. 


They dined: Miſs Villiers wiſhed to un- 
boſom herſelf to her friend, but wanted 


Courage. | 
Her 
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Her preſence, however, reſtor'd _ 
part of her tranquillity. 


They talked of Belfont, of Col. Dormer, 
of her ſiſter ; her heart ſeemed W of 
half its load. Y + | 


Mrs, Herbert woke her ſmile by drawing 
ridiculous pictures of ſome of her country 
— 


; They were drinking their. coffee in Mrs, 
Herbert's dreſſing-room when a ſervant 
threw open the door, 


*« Blockhead ! Did I not give orders to 
* be denied?“ | 


6 Tt is Col. Herder, madam.“ 


6c « My brother? You will 55000 me, my 
dear Miſs Villiers; I am never denied to 
c“ him.“ 

Maria 
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Maria roſe, and turning her head, ſaw 
enter the room the very man who had 
broken-in on her fete d tete wih Lord 


Melvile, 


He was even in the ſame dreſs ; it was 
impoſſible ſhe could be miſtaken, wt 


She bluſhed—ſhe looked down— | 


Mrs, Herbert introduced her brother; he 
addreſſed Maria without ſhewing any con- 
ſciouſneſs of having ever ſeen her before. 


His eyes had, however, betrayed him. 


Maria had remarked a glance of mixed 
enquiry and ſurprize, from which he reco- 
vered in a moment, but which convinced 
her he had not forgot the adventure. 


She 
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She felt his "delicacy, and was charmed 
with it; but it humbled her infinitely in 
her own eyes. 


Was there a moment of her life for which 
ſhe had occaſion to bluſh 2 


In what a light muſt ſhe have appeared 
to the brother of her fl 


What muſt he think. of her when he felt 
it neceſſary to diſſemble that he bad ſeen 
her before | | | 


She was ſuperior to * evil but vlt of 
honour. 


Was Hers falpetied?. And for whom ? 
For a man who had: left her for another 
who had not even n deigned. to bid her Fare 
well; 2 : SF 


' þ 


& 1 
9 4 1 . 
SEX. # » * 


, Would 
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Would to Heaven ſhe had never r Teen 
Lord Melvile ! . | 


Her reverie was s interrupted by Col. 
Herbert, who acquainted his fiſter he came 
ambaſſador from Lady Sophia to invite her 
to ſpend a few weeks with her in Surry. _ 


& And I, my dear brother, have this 
& morning ſent William to acquaint Lady 
“ Sophia of my intention to paſs ſome days 
s vith her, and to have the Neaſure of in- 
&« troducing this young lady.” 


_ « What ſay you, Miſs Villiers? will you 
te do the maddeſt thing in the world, de- 
< ſpite the danger of travelling in the dark, 
and ſet out for. Surry this moment !” 


Col. Herbert looked at his fiſter : he had 


been * at finding with her a perſon 
Dai? * | as whoſe 
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whoſe character appeared to him AY 
beyond _— 


He was Foyt more ſo to find he intended 
to introduce her to his mother. 


He muſt be miſtaken : ſhe could not be 
the perſon whom he had ſurprized at mid- 
night-##e d tete with Lord Melvile. 


It was neceſſary to clear his ſuſpicions be- 
fore the viſit to Lady Sophia was under- 
taken ; yet he would have died rather than 
. hinted thoſe oy, wovapend to Mrs. Herbert. 


He called her into another room on pre- 
tence of buſineſs, and after ſpeaking in rap- 
tures of the beauty of her viſiter, aſked, 
but in a careleſs manner, as i a mere acci- 
dental — he ae w. [ts 


Mrs. Herbert, who obſerved the emotion 


Which he endeavoured, tg hide, and Who at- 
I. tributed 
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E444 © 


tributed it all to the charms of Miſs Villiers, 
ſmiled at his affectation of unconcern, and 
aſſured him her friend was as amiable as ſhe 
was lovely, and had but one fault in the 
world, which was, that her fortune was 
ge t ner irt. | 


ASP 


That ſhe was a woman of * bo- 
nour; but with all the fire, and ſhe was 
ſorry to ſay, all the indiſcretion of the very 


oppokite character. | 


* 


| That, as a proof of 2 he had. found 
her in town, on her return from France, in 
the moſt "improper ſituation imaginable, 
alone, in a lodging, a and arr her time in 

en qrecs * 091 


5 1 


th A ſets my 8 which 1. ooh 
&© not tell you is the very worſt of all poſſi- 
* ble ſociety, eſpecially for a young woman, 
© hole reputation is equally: Wr 
« by ene and eee 

1 nud — | lute *A kt, 


— 1 


hw. 


Il OTOL uon aT Bus 
H. THE EXCURSION B17, 


: 
4 


Chap. 


11 
: * 89 / - Y * 
- 14 f i * 
_ 4 34 # # P IL 18 4 © — _ 
* 


| og 4 2121581653) *? 

« A ſet, who are wholly engroſſed by 
« play, intrigue, and ſcandal; and {9 pars 
* ticularly devoted to the firſt, that they ſeg, 
« the approach of the \genial ſpring with 


horror. | 
&© For them no vernal ſhower” deſcends, 

* no roſes bloom; they prefer December to 

K Jay e : Bi „ee 

* May, and execrate the (lling Zephyrs, 

for blowing away their cards, 


In order to reſtore the bright poliſh of 
4 her fame, which muſt have been a little 
« injured by this indiſcreet connexion; 1 
te am going to introduce her to the ſhrine of 
© honour; that is, in plain terms, I intend 
« to put her for a few weeks under Lady 
«© Sophia's protection. | 


* 113 1412, 91 8. 4 1 
.. 


© ſummer in Rutland, where I found her 
in the boſom of domeſtic happineſs, with 
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her uncle, one of the moſt reſpectable 
© charaters I know. Im nige 2 7 


MM... 4 
— 


40 x man if the nel nadie 95 
© politeſt manners; and who, I believe, 
et never did a fooliſh thing but when he ſuf- 
« fered Miſs Villiers to come to town un- 


ys protected. | 


© In ſhort, it is Amazing to me how A 
© man of Col. Dormer's turn of mind could 


ce ſuffer his niece—” 


= Col. ; JR Let me e underſtand you, 
« ſiſter: did you ſay Miſs Villiers was: the 


* niece of Col. Dormer ?” 


£1. did.“ 


« Ts it poſſible you can be in earneſt ? 
«You have no idea, my dear fiſter, how 
= happy ow have made me. 

EIN FL, « « ] began 


* 
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« I began my military life à eadet of 
te ſeven years old in Col. Dormer's regi- 
© ment: he is the nene to whom 
4 5 moſt obliged. nn en 3 


8 4 
— — 7 4 1 v2 * — 
l' . 9 if ee. 15 


„ Herb bert ſmiled N 
They returned to Maria, who began to 
be alarmed at their abſe ence. 


ry & 4 
>. 
1 7 9 — 


t . 


| Col. Herbert, whoſe doubts were 4 dic. 
pelled by the converſation which had j juſt | 
paſled, approached Miſs Villiers, his eyes 
ſparkling with pleaſure, and made a thou- 
ſand enquiries after the health of his 
friend. 


Mrs. Herbert 8 chariot, and her brother's 
horſes,” came to the door; they ſet off, 
though it was almoſt dark, and reached 
Lady Sophia's little 2 __ at ten 

3 
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T2 Vie gentle; Wie FOG 
Virtue, had choſen ro defe&tht on earth 
in a human form, ſhe would have aſſumed 
that of Lady ee 22 


Wink a bigute* tut elegant, 3 at, and a face. 
which wanted only the 5 of youth. to, 


be beautiful, ſhe had, an air which. ſpoke 
her birth to have. been the molt. diſtin- 


guiſhed: an air which; would” have Pans 
commanding, had not its impreffion been 
ſoftened by the ſtile of undi flembled Sol 


_— | > Dab 


Her countenance | poke, in the moſt ex- 
preſſive language, that calm ſunſhine of the 
ſol which js the happy; monopoly of virtue. 


She was perfectly well. bred, withour be | 
— IE X20 0 banter 
ade 14 laghgn 


1 2 of 
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N 923 
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She had mixed in the w but her in- 
clination, and the mediocrity of her for- 


rave, had preſerved ber from nieing in i 
. 


— 1 - - 71 9 1 


Let a dd ce Bags 15 kad 
de rpied her whole time to the care of edu- 
cating Col. Herbert, ber only child, and 
pointing our his road to glory, by ſowing 
Him the Paths marked! out 5 his illuſtrious” 
anceſtors. r eee e ee „ "ft 
75 At A 4; er x 1; #1 mY "+ nag 
He hall wie ber bares by inerttiog- 
them,” ade, by 4 flial affeftion, Which ol 
cereg on enthuſfaſm. n 


Mr. Herberts eſtäte had been inherited 
by his eldeſt ſop, born of another mothers, 
the huſband of Miſs Villiers's' friend... * 


0⁰ his death, widhourtiiſiicen; ubenbb- 
mained of the family fortune had deſtended 


toc. Coll Herbert. 


L 3 
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He received it a good deal impaired by 
his brother's A and by Mrs. Her- 
ada, Wan | 1 


. \ 
FO 


Be ind, e remaining about ſeven 
hundred pounds a year, Which he divided 


with his mother, whoſe ſituation. was before 
by no means ſuitable to her birth, but which 


ea wy oo: ROWE 19 5 


3 


58 bs rightly. peat that 8 Was 4 


dingle man, and that whilſt he continued fo, 
a handſome lodging, and a hired chariot, 
were all the exteriors for which he had oc- 
caſion, and that his pride was much more 


ea N her way 8 PS than 


bis own. 2 
m ae 0 eig DN 
1 * $ ” \ : 

4 8 * 3 — 9 4s * 1 20 1 TED 
. x 
al 2M 
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A Word or two, aa Kaders in re- 
ſpect to this young man; after which 
we will leave the party at Lady Sophia's to 
get acquainted, and ſee what 1 is "PO of 
aun en 8 200, 0109 
col Herbert had entered into my army, 
as we have obſerved, a perfect child, where 
he had acquired all the frankneſs and gene- 
roſity of the military character; to which, 
by the cares of his mother, he had added A 
competent ſhare of learning, and 2 * 
lar "_ for 0 Iterntures.” 1,16 3198 


. 
qTC . 646.54 olle 


He kad tate not in * e 
ſtyle, under his own guidance, at nineteen, 
with ſome needy dependent French adven- 
turer as an apology for a tutor, but with a 
nobleman, his near relation, who had been 


" We ambaſ- 


Las 


in 
= 


— 9 
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ambaſſader at pd ” of the iſt! outs 13 


Europe. 


He Kade\izcrefore: reren et courts, 
and had converſed, not wit Httle Abbes, 
Pariſiin'-Gens'de Lais, or the defpieadle 
beings: that in France aſſume the N 
Philoſophers, but with the firſt, the beſt, the 


moſt accompliſhed, perſons in every coun» 
try through which pd accompanied Lotd 


L R © 81998 2 


Too poor to be flattered, too well born 
to deſcend to flatter others, Be had acquired 
dightry of mind without” vanity or pride, 2 
and eafe and attention Sihoot n. 
e LEST; ee eee e eee 

He had fine ſafes: which his natüral LD 
and proper ſelf-confidence, p e 
All bccaſions to the belt advatird 7 


892 44-1 TS 3TH 9 22h Age: 
' > þ Toit: 


He was open, Bw 1 ae, 
well red; and, being n perfen” 800d. 
gas Pf GH en — 4 humour 


8 — 
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humaus: wits 2; 208 er ws via 
clined to be ſdmirh othen ss. 4 


Ho loved wemeng but hes alſo elected 
them, becauſe che: hadi been aecuſt eil Ito? 
the- ſoeiety of the moſt eſtinmblea aud had 
bee eee rr 
beautiful light at home. e 


His perſon was rather plxing chan bes 
13 generally called trandforne. - — 


He was of he middleꝭſtadire, well made, 
eaſy, genteel, and had the air and Rn" 
ment of a.mai off faſhion;- 1 


His Aöeaenz 0. his military Liſts Mad 
given him great perfection in thoſe exerciſes 
which. improve the figure, and. are becom - 
ing a ſoldier and a gentleman. 


 His>complexioni was brown, and ren- 
lebed brouner bye his: profeſſion; he had 
Ft 091984 L - very; 
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very fine cheſnut hair, and the moſt ex- 


* 
* 
- 


Jn _ A 8 1 word. ING: Pac 


18 


Agen ene friends 6 aide oy 
ſelves: by: little tours about the neighbour- 


ing country; to read, chat, ſing, dance, 


play at quadrille, and be happy, whilſt we 
return a moment to town. ** O Hate 
INV i D0 MTITTESIUH 133 . | oy 


” * * 
1 2 1 1 * % 1 7 8 - 
Yb. I nονẽ¼mt oe 328249 ape | 
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* FTER a — night's deer 


Mr. Hammond roſe, in good e 
to receive ee „ane 

ag MH J's, 

Sbe came, he apa, the alk; 

bloſhed. | 94144 wart ge 


He menaced, ſhe trembled, the zeceded 


to the conditions of forgiveneſs he propoſed, 
which 


. . 
o& ok 
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which were, to burn ber delectable manu- 
ſeript, and give the honeſt compoſitor an 
Wen pounds as a ſmall reward for hav- 
ng ſaved. her the inſamy of ene ſo 
amel 8 io D491 01 140 gu 
Our 1 fame being thus reſcued 
from the danger which threatened it, Mr. 
Hammond pleaded buſineſs to ſhorten Lady 
Blaſt's viſit, and went to Mrs. Merrick's; 
where, finding the good woman at home, 
he learned that Miſs Villiers was at Lady 
Sophia Herbert's in Surry, where ſhe was 
to ue a fortnight _ 


_— 


His heart glowed with pleaſure; half bis 
work was done to his hands; he was the 
intimate friend and near relation of Lady | 
Sophia, knew her virtues, the eſtimation in © 
which they ſtood, and the importance of 
the 155 to Mifs Villiers. 


it n eme 


LS He 
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wan. ohen . 


He enquired into the ſtate of her Gretna 
and, venturing to act as her parent for the 
time being, paid the few debts: the; had re- 
maining, diſcharged her lodging and her 

chariot, wrote to Col. Dormer that ſhe was 

in the country on a viſit to the moſt re- 
ſpectable woman in the world, where he 
intended to join the party, and, attended by 
Miſs Villiers's faithful old John, who had 
beenleft __—_— ; hows out an ROY er [ 
gd 1 [6590909 0 hs 


COT | 
CHAP. XT. 
| HERE are Ene Sespte wWho have 


A. © the happy art of gaining, not only 
your r but Jour wanne! in a 


moment. 


\ 7 2. Ar 
Col. 1 Was one of - Ag 


Warm, e open, undi guiſeg 


4 * 14 2 ja 2.3 5 10 * 
e e 1 CEE 
11e WI 4 
741 CI. 0 bt (4 5 497 3 


He had made it a elite to N * * 


eſteem and eon . gi Mere 
wa ucceeded -# 

Acſter paſling five or fix Yee: 7 
at Greenwood, in that ſweet Jocial. intęr- 
courſe of wg minds * wants a, 


name, ſhe hac aken courage, as the ente 
Wie in the Sarden together, w it { the, 
two la ies were * Payer 's a ißt. of form hs 


Fr: .TF 
mention the evenir in Berner's 5-Atrect.. 
1914. 1 Ine U Firs 


4] am aſhamed, - ha ” ſaid ſhe, wich, 


ſome b "> own have teen, Jou, 
before, and feel moſt ſenfibly yo 1 r deli- * 


* * in not appearing to recolle FA Cir 


* 


10 


' * 0 6 
11 VI | 7 1. My a 


a 
= _ = — 
* —— — — — — 
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ee 117 :ndiſcretion did not merit this yo 
1 lcaey; and yet I feel that I could not 
« bear my folly ſhould be known to any 
55 e leſs candi d 1 vourſelf. 


2 ſhould ereh be wockel if it K 
s Known to Mrs. Herbert, though I bore 
« her with the n affectioen. 

0 As I muſt appear to you at preſent. in 
« very unfavourable light, and as 1 have ; 
« the moſt ardent deſire of convincing you 
c I am not unworthy your eſteem, I will 
«beg you to hear me with patience whilſt _ 


« T explain to you every little particular in 


« reſpe& to my acquaintance with Lord 
« Melvile, whom I bluſh to own I did love, 
“ and whom perhaps I do not yet think of 
10 with the indifference I ought,” "= 


She pröctsded to relate her little hiſtory, 


and to draw a faithful picture of her heart, 
with 
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with a ſincerity in which Col. Herbert 
rob fond Flows; 705 1 N on 

She even 38 that * r 
Lady H's equipage had firſt miſled her, and 
that ambition had had too large a ſhare in 
her partiality for Lord Melvile; though 


ſhe inſiſted, and with a vehemence which 
Col. Herbert did not diſlike, that ſne really 


had loved him. 


£ 


Ye knew * a. woman e allen ce 


paſſion till it ceaſes to exiſt. 


Melvile far from a dangerous rival, eyen 


had not his ſituation in reſpe& to * 1 


Harding been what it Was. 


He, who was himſelf a man of fre, be- 


lieved it impoſſible a man of ton ſhould in- 
ſpire a laſting affection: ſenſibility alone is 
the food of ſenſibility. 


He began to love her, nt thought Lord 


He 


Its, DRE12 Re 853 1 e 
373 507011 103 11 

He had been at fend Miſa: 
Villiers's 8 perſon the firſt moment he ſaw-. 
het, Bog ibeught no.mare. of her till they 
agi Meg Herbert „% 


Wben be Found ber. ner only a. home 
of honour, but the niece-of his friend, her: 
charms — redoubled luſtre. | 


5 that evening he ee to TY 
at leaſt; Sher. friendſhip, . | 


* * 
. s 
4 - 


Her friendſhip ! How arg we. mild by: 
ords without meaning? | 


4 * 


4 . 


It was her love to which be aſpired, 1 
which he reſolved to gain. 


e Lopdon, at eme: 
vnd he her divine. 


.- 


ATT Having 
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Having 3 him po debgns, n 
fions, ng views cir er Aichated x LN 
or Tove, he . vith bim Per fecl y at 4 ales. 
and only exerted that general Jar re of 
pleaſing, which, a young and beautiful 
woman natarily fee Wich A — man 


whohews her articular Aten * 


1 if! whe it ol ts 4464 on on, Oe 


The thorn of anxiety, which her vifionary 
ſchemes had planred in her boſom, and 
which had always g iven a ; conſtraiff to ber ; 
manner in her converſations with 'Lord 
Melvile, was withdrawn, and had left ber 
all herſelf. 


She was how natural, artleſs, 5 viras | 
cious, undeſiguing- 4 239 brat 


| In wort, ſhe was t / Ma. FS! 
not or el e e 708 FRY * ber 


On 915 Vat 


- 4 


—- 
18 127 & . e 9 I 
+» 1494 n 
ag * * 
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— 


— ut. — 


234 THE EXCURSION, Bock VIII. 


Abe i in Ot of he confelbon "ou had 
juſt been making had touched Col, Herbert 
in 17 mon lively manner. 


"Te was not her beauty, kar genius, ws 


various accompliſhments, which had riveted 
his chains, but her noble * and the 
c of her heart. 


a F 


. 
- 


She ex xpreſſed [a PRE, for Lord Mel. 
vile, of which be died to de bintelt, the 


object. 


A momentary ſilence had taken place, and 


both; ſeemed immerſed in thought, when 
they were arrouſed by the ſound of car- 


_ 


As the road was + diredly wk me low 


wall on the top of which they were leaning, 


_ Villiers immediately knew Lord Mel- 


vile, 


Senn 
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vile, who was in a ſplendid chariot with 


Lady. Melvile— for "Gel hands had, been 
joined about an hour. | 


The train of adden coaches, and the 
white favours in the hats of the ſervants, 
made it unneceſſary for her to aſk. any 


1 of mingled difdals, Spi lobe. 

and wounded vanity, ſulfuſed her 2 5 

I. + +441 of 

We need not fly i in what manner. Col, 
Herbert felt this event. 


It is however neceſſary to account for 
the new - married pair's having pallet Lady 
Sophia's wall, 15705 * 8 
The ſeat of Mr. Harding, though we aid 
not find this of conſequence enough to men- 
tion ſooner, was only two miles diſtant froth 
the vilþ of Lady — 1 ll 2 
* As 


: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
. 


5 t 
- >” —— ———_ ů . —— ew {— GG 


. — ͤ —— — 


— 
— — * A 


— lo 
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=” thei famtiies 451 not vilt, his bad 60. 
e Villiers" s knowledge, | 
| 1 8 1 N 1570 

Lady Sophia "We little company, and was 
ae delicate in the choice of it: meer 


money was by no means a ſufficient Patt 
mt to the happineſs of her acquaintance. 


- She had A particular objeQtipn t to ad mit- 
ting Mr. Harding into her coterie, which 
was that his father had N 5 ee * 
want to hers, 


- 2 F . . * * & - 90 1 
a a # Cad mis 64. 1 nn tH 

w Þ '* | a 4 

un o aur hpligeſs fo 4 5 

*. — — 8 ; 1 4 


en heroine was embarraſſed; ho ech . 
Herbert a little at a loſs how to reſume the 
SH ans when: they were, relipved by 

rival of the Jadies.and Mx. Hammong. , 
Potent the gate. 


Msn. 


2 


ry 
. 

S * 4 * 8 
4 Inn I. 
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Mr, Fiirpfbnd aft Hot? 128 
inferd Fed Str "Wh 


72 
a pleaſing ſur prize to 1180 e oy 


ae ate batte geb K fte Ek 1 Ai 
Pert the" eabdiHe of Her duch well 


| oY 
She hoped he had too "Ak" FOE to 
Sonny vers | 


DBA 3116 


Hesabp, athena uf wth " qt 9 9 a 
of ſixty-five, proclaimed His pallon before 
the whole company; and obſerved, after 
St? Evremohd; that chere was not the leaſt 
infipt6pricty in an ofd' man's loving) th ough 
there might be i his exp ecking to be be- 
1dVea; to which ASS he Mere \ Herhe if 
made nhut the ſmalſeſt de e b ce 


Ale 4 ward Wbt the Barde 1% Lady 
3 Rach opoled adjournitig' to a 224 * 
Io in tit Uta Wing Too. 

175 Whilſt 


, +43) 
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Whilſt the cards were Wan Me. 
Flanimond regarded Maria with looks of 


the ſtrongeſt compaſſion. 


« cannot ſuffer her to return to town. 
« I muſt withdraw her from the precipice, 
ce but without letting her ſee the * 
oy which faves her. | F 

The utmoſt delicacy is requiſite on this 
* occaſion : a mind like hers will bear no 
« reproof but its own.“ 


Theſe were his reflections; and — pro- 
duced a propoſal of making a tour of a 
week, in which he was to be maſter of the 
revels, with unlimited power to amuſe them 


in whatever manner he thought proper. 


Miſs Villiers, who, not having money to 
ſettle her affairs, was unable to quit London 


intirely, who dreaded r returning to it, who 
wiſhed 


Chap. XI. THE EXCURSION: 239 
wiſhed to avoid even the poſſibility of meet- 
ing Lord Melvile, and who was too happy 
in her preſent ſociety to think without re- 
luctance of changing it, accepted the pro- 
poſal with W 


”. 


It was at leaſt chrowing reflection at a 


week's diſtance, cn is an n Point 
ned, | I 


Whilft Lady Sophia and Mrs. Herbert 
were ſettling the neceſſary preparations for 
this little party, Miſs Villiers and mar Col. 
ſet down to Piequet. | 


Miß Villiers had never obſerved bim ſo 
attentively before; the fire of his eyes, the 
ſpirit of his whole countenance, formed ſuch 
a contraſt with the maukiſh, unmeaning, 

uninformed, macaroni faces about town, as 
could not fail to ſtrike very nn, a wo- 

| man of her turn of mind. 


He 


T 
N. 


15 ei Iren 5105 Deck Vil, 


[is 7 cert rtl 85 vl Fanal ome as 
a 11 1 5 ao pot 4 . wt 
yy Je! 


And yet ſhe knew not how—but he was 
rfore” intereſting mor - foul 4 


There was an Animateur ſo 
ſpeaking i in his every look—not an atom of 
Loved Melvile's '/ang' froid, 


0 In ſhort; he was 4 very alnjable man, and 
though a woman would be unpardonable 
who ſhould ive twice, yet there was cer- 
tainly, no impropriety in haying a friendſhip 
for a man of fuch diſtinguiſhed merit. 

f Mt: ; 
There, was e ſomething fo charming i in 1 
attention to his mother —he was ſo per- 
feftly well · bred to women ſo much more 
than well-bred, ſo much in earneſt, ſo em- 


pPreſſe, to oblige them 
FE But 


& 
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But * was all this to het W tbre Mel- 
vile was falſe, but his falſehood would be 
a very inadequate apology for a 0 


: Yes, he was indeed falſe, but he was ſtill 
as dear to her as ever. 


* 
——  - — 
— — _ — 
o 


' 4 Adored object of my tenderneſs, dug 

* this heart bears, it mall beat for che "i 

44 | 

Col. Herbert interrupted this ſenchdbatat 

reverie by producing point, quint, and qua- 

torze, which finiſhed the game almoſt as 
ſoon as it was begun. 


The ladies and Mr. — returned; 
the play became general; loo took the place 
of picquet: ſupper was arnounced, Pam 
retired; they chatted away an extremely 
pleaſant evening, and ſet out at nine che | 
next day; Lady Sophia and Me, Hammond | 
in her ladyſhip's poſt-chaife; and Col. Her- 

Vol. II. M bert, 
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bert, with Miſs Villiers and his fiſt in 
chat of Mr. Hammond, TINS 


a . 18% 23:97! 


de 


Af. XII. 


HE plan of our travellers was to have 
1 no plan at all, which we take to be 

the moſt rational and eligible that human 
invention can ſuggelt. c 


5 They went every day exactly as far as 
they choſe, without giving attention either 
to hours or mile- ſtones; flew like the wind, 
or paſſed leiſurely to obſerve the face of 
the country, juſt as inclination pointed 
out. | 1852 = 


They mounted every hill that promiſed 
an agreeable proſpect, whether it lay in or 
out of the direct road ; ſtopped at a twelve- 
"Tits S - £f > : penny 
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penny hop, at a ſtrolling play, at a wake, 
at a village - wedding; and partobk of twenty 


more little innocent amuſements which we 
have not time to ſpecify. 


They ſaw all the fine houſes on the road 
which contained any thing worth obſerva- 
tion; but, as we think ſeeing fine houſes 
the dulleſt of all things which aſſume the 


name of pleaſure, we beg to be excuſed des 
ſcending to particulars, 


he fixth day of their tour arrived: the 
n week was almoſt at an end. - 


„ Salty Sophia firſt obſerved it was me to 
think of returning to town. 4 
CLIO 

Miſs Villiers heart ſunk at the propoſal : 


return to town return to anxiety, to foli- 
my I 7 geen ho $5445. x 43h * 


; LY Y 7 FY 0 , 4 \ : ” * S >» 
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She had been ſo happy! They were be- 
come ſo much one family! She adored 
Lady Sophia; perhaps the might never ſee 
deer 


21 


4 po ſudden Jar e, every. — MY i 

they lamented that the hours of happineſs 
ſhould ever have an end; that friends ſo 
well ſuited, to each thay ſhould ever a | 


A fob of regret Sas) Maria; Col. 
Herbert obſerved it, and preſſed her hand 


by an inyoluntary impulſe. A a0 


Ihe dreaded order was given; the horſes 
heads were turned towards London, from 
19 hoy pr ty now n ant ae n. 
4 hit ayolled later this evening than 
they had ever done before, in order to reach 


B48. which Mr. Hajyniond ſtrongly re- 
commended, 


*. £ 


L 
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commended, and which was kept by one of 
his ſervants, for whom he had a great affec- 
tion. 1 n 65 ＋ 01 1990 981 5807 


Py - 


| LIBS: o Sr. 
In vain the hoſt of the inn they left ex- 
hauſted all the common: place rhetoric uſual 
on theſe occaſions ; aſſured them the roads 
were bad, being eroſs the country; that 
there were highwaymen e 1 hat ie 


chreatened a TOO © 904 Aon: 
| T Ta, I 3 


Mr. Hakata was obſtinate, the ladies 
— 11 we chaiſes rn e 


After they bad gone "Ss ten * in 
a very indifferent road, the night came on 
n imperceptibliyxg. 


'To W its ſhades more gloomy, 3 
thick cloud obſcured the whole horizon. 


They were now at the entrance of an ex- 


tenſire common: the poſtilions ſtopped, 
X Ae 


en 
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declared themſelves utterly unacquainted: 
with the road, and unable to proceed far- 
ther without a guide, which it was now im- 
poſſible to Ae 


It was happy for them tas Col. Herbert 
had been accuſtomed to reconnoitre : he 
quitted the chaiſe, mounted his ſeryant's 
| horſe, and directing the poſtilions to ſtop 
ti]! his return, undertook to be their auant 
caureur. 


I 


-T by 3 now nn at once upon 8 
the big tempeſt roſe, the winds whiſtled 
round and ſhook the trees to their Joweſt 
roots, the rain deſcended in torrents, the 
thunder rolled, the ſtreaming lightnings 
ran along the ground, and produced à lu- 
minous glare more e than darkneſs 
mes oats vio; bib heaotg ms] Iv 


Col. be had been gone from them 
half; an hour; au, interval of; which my: 
reader will imagine all the horrors. 


What 


8 _— E EXCURSION. * 


What a faunion for women. „ For women 
delicately bred, and unuſed [4197 19 


„To bide the pelting of the pityleſs do al „* 


e en were more than doubled by 
Col. Herbert's long abſence, and by their 
anxiety on his account.. 


They called to him, but no ſound re- 
turned, except that of their own voices, 
reverberated by the echo. 

* is eaſy to image the feelings of a mo- 
ther on ſuch an occaſion ;. nor were thoſe of. 
Mrs. Herbert and Miſs Villiers much leſs; 
Lern | 81 


Mr. — ſaid every an he could; 
to encourage them, but to no purpoſe : their 
apprehenſions were raiſed to the higheſt 
y_ all contributed to make them pant 

| M 4 for: 
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for an aſylum, when Col. Herbert returned, 
and informed them, that, dark as it was, he 
had diſcovered the track of wheels, and had 
heard, though faintly, 7 the e of vil 
lage dogs. 8 NOR 

With what OR they received this 
intelligence none but thoſe wha have been 
in a fue ſituation can conceive. 


ven now hoped to regain the rd of 
men. IS 4144 (Sh! 15 6. $44: 918 


At all events Col. Herbert was ſafe. 


The ſtorm loſt half its terrors from this 
conſideration, 


They advanced, thovgh ſlowly and with 
caution, in the track Col. Herbert pointed 
out, and in about an hour had the happi- 
neſs to hear a clock ſtrike; and fo ſee, 
through a coppice of trees, a glimmering 
light at a little diſtance, 


Directed 
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1a 


Directed by the Vets, Mie uf ag the 


corner of the coppice, and paſſed a row of 
cottages, at, the end of which, a little de- 


tached from the road, on a gently-riſing 


ground, they ſaw a houſe from whence the 
light which had directed AFM RIPON. 5 


They r rang at the bell, two ſervants came 
wich lights, a lady and gentleman followed 


them to the gate, and on getting out of the 
chaiſe Miſs. Villiers found herlelf in the 
arms of her ſiſter. 


„„ Maria!“ 
« Louiſa!” “ 


They could ſay no more: , aſtoniſhment 
and joy rendered them breathleſs. 


Col. Dormer, though not leſs happy to 
ſee her, was leſs agitated, and enough maſ- 
M 5 if « 16 ig 


G=s * 
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ter of himſelf to do the honours of his 
bene. ee. 

{114 . 4 
He was charmed to ſee Lady Sophia 
p with 1 whom he had been acquainted i in hex 
. ſtate, ongi he bad not ſeen her 


| Wore? e had been a widow, 


„What furprized Maria moſt was, to find 
Mr. Hammond ſo well. et in ihe 
W. 01 pi YG . | 1 nyt 


(Qua canine EO, 155 boſpitable 
walls of Belfont, and, inſtead of being in- 
truders on ſtrangers, as they expected, had 
* delight of ms Ta at home. 
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. * 
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G H A R. III. 
; ” , £75 
& is. unneceſſary to paint the joyous: 
evening at Belfont; but it may not be 
amiſs to obſerve, that Mr. Hammond was - 
in ſuch ſpirits after ſupper, that he fairly 
owned the meeting of this group of friends: 
to have been; not accidental, but a furprize- 


of his contriving; and that he had commù- 
nicated the ſcheme, by letter, to Col. Dor 


mer, who therefore had expected and pre- 


pared for them, but without betray ing the 
ſecret, even to Louiſa, . who was as mack» 


aſtoniſhed at the meeting as her ſiſter. 


ö % +». . 1 * 


<<] proteſt, however, ſaid he, that Ti 


© did not act in concert with the ſtorm;. 


though I found:it a. very uſeful auxiliary. 
: " . 
I was under particular obligations to 
«the thunder, becauſe, being unſcaſonable,. 
| M. 6. 6 and. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
1 
1 
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e and therefore re it bad ten 
lätimes the more effect; 17. 10 216M} ei 


* 


84 ** | 
* . * * 51 11. + 2 1 4 30 — * a 1 * 


u I. muſt give the Hates credit for delt 
4 cgurage; they faced with heroiſim à war 
of elements, which would hate fertig a 
*" Macaroni into Na pe If 


Jeri! i 0. 3 v & 


.« Cartfeſs, ladies, did you ever ſee fa 


charming. KY ol et, af the, le, in; this 
5 Ay wind W 5 ef 


4 $74 « | 
4 7 -Y 


eh 


22115 141 AE! ; AN : 


The — maſſed. on. fo ps it 
Was. four in the morning before even the 
female part of the company hovght of re- 


Wing. | TP? l 


© p - * „* 44 


Me. Hammond, who 1 Was a 2 w vn vant, 
hecauſe it had been the tan in his yeutb, 
inſiſted on one bottle of claret more to the 
health of the ladies who had Juſt left them. 


— 


+ FORE YO " * 145 
„ 5 His 


3 Y E 2 BC)U+R4S ro. 5 * 


52e: A t 77 6 


© £ S «4 


| Uis * of this bs nts Col. 
Herbert, who was before a little in alt, ta 


the, pitch of declaring. his paſſion fon Miſs 


Villiers to her uncle, and proteſting, that, 


though he was too poor at preſent to marry 


her himſelf, he would run any ather, man 


through the body who ſhould dare to think 
1 rin 


my 4 0 
ee T 


lle was the Gan e that 
can be imagined, ſung beviano tu tre, 
danced an allemande with Mr. Hammond, 
drank the king's health, and the ladies, on 
his knees, threw the glaſſes over his head, 
and committed a thouſand indecorums, not 
one of which had the leaſt analogy with tlie 
preſent ** of e Team | N 
| 7 1M 
Not but that he was one of the e fobereſt 
men in the world, but—after a ſtorm to 
the health of one's prince, or one's miſtreſs 
—] forgive him with all my heart. 
2011 It 


Ss 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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It was with great difficulty Mr. Ham- 
mond prevailed on him to retire to his 
chamber, where, inſtead of going tô bed, 
he kept the good old man two hours to hear 
kim proteſt fiye hundred times over, and in 
nearly the ſame words, that Cleopatra and 
Helen of Greece were dowdies men to 
wo in Maria Villiers. | 


© Morphens-arTaſfitook Hed Merc: 
Hammond, and inclined our young Cour 
to let him retire to his een e194 


The leaden: god kept poſſeſſion of the 
whole company till eleven the next day, 
when on aſſembling in the breakfaſt par- 
lour, they met Mr. Montague with his fon 
and daughter, who, having heard of Maria's. 
arrival; with her friends, came to invite 
them to a Nen 125 The next ay at Hed 
manor-houſe.. 


4 


yp py Pt 


The 
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The invitation?” was accepted, and the 
Montagues contented to n _ re wp 
CORES „ ron T Jobs 

Col. Maerdens whey — A | thouſn# 
apologies to Col. Dormer for having kept 
him up the night before, took him into the 
garden; and having, as in duty baund, paid 
his devoirs to the reigning Sultans of his 
green-houle,. a; hyadinth of diſtinguiſhed: 
beauty, very ſoberly OEM apt +4 to: 
addrels his lovely niece. 


“ Your, claret, my dear 155 has done a: 


great deal for ma, by. SER 
06 confeſſion. | i $5 805+ 7 lex: 


JL. love Mig Villiers, and my reaſon and 
* my heart are equally touched. Heſides 
regarding her as the moſt lovely of wo- 
* men, I find myſelf unhappy at the idea of 
* loſing her ſociety, 

ns L « If. 


6. THE. TROUT Sax ak YI 
. ien. K Vm. 


. 7 4 * n T3 


off v1 had a throne, I would offer jt to 
4 bers 'S have only. cottage, and I eſteem 
af Aly enou h to believe, that, if I am ſo 
-& happy as to be aoretible to her, the dif- 
F ference between one and the other is not 
; « eſſential. s 4 700; 24544: 
9 8. 70 i s ne 
«My e. fortune is ſmall ; and 1 
« Aivide it with my mother, whoſe little in- 
ceſcbme before was really ann to'ſup- 


port her with decency. | eds eum 


se (134 eee 

« have only to alter, the glorious hopes 

« of a ſoldier; a ſoldier well-born, well- 
«allied, and fond of his nn Which 
« he has not diſgraced. . Pt 


6“ If Miſs Villiers will condeſcend to ſhare 
ct thoſe hopes, and, in the mean time, to 
« conform to my preſent ſituation, I ſhall 
1 be the amen man on d earth. | 


* 1 


e js e My 


4 1 
"# #* Ff ; 
IA. 


= aw, 


af Kiki. NIK ar | 
THE EXCURSION. 

. e Ki +» [ V 712 71 1 IT 5 

« " mother, is at this moment p bed. 


11 ing my cauſe with Miſs Villiers; { may L | 
* aſk you, to add your perſuaſiohs?” can 


TOI! $1 731 15 An Hijts Ai nac 9 18181 * 


. « Here the comes herſelf, my, dear: 
* Charles, and I leave you to ſettle the 
66 1.009% MAPS Sete ene nei 
4 You will ſoy more: for yourſelf i in 2; "a 
85 &© minutes, than Lady Sophia and . 
« ee in ten years. 


66 have only to obſerve, that gain wy 
i niece's conſent, and you are ſure of mine 
ho at any time.“ 


4 


- — . 


There is no eloquence fo ſucceſsful as the 
language of an impaſſioned heart : before 
this converſation ended, Miſs Villiers was 
convinced of two truths very important to 
exe . that it is poſſible to love 


* " 
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twice, and to be happy without cicher a 
chend, or d. title. 


oy MIG Villiers left ne devoid of hope; 
and haſtened to dreſs with her filter, her 
own apartment being given up to Lady 


Sophia. | 


During this interval the two fiſters en- 
tered into mutual confidence on all which 
bad happened to them during this abſence; 
-* and Maria had the pleaſure to find the ami- 
able Louiſa was in a few days to be united 


to a man ſhe had always loved. 


She then related her hiſtory, and dwelt 
particularly on ber firſt interview with Col. 
Feine 5 * | 


If I mould warry bim,“ ſid ſhe, © it 
< would" be the moſt extraordinary com- 
mencement of a nnn ae 


| 3 — 11 
L have 
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dic dl MK f od mir Wait 


«1 have been very indilerect indeed, 
© Louiſa, but the inconveniences I have 
t found from that, iudiſcretion will make 
„eme a- pattern of Kaen for cus 
100 future.“ 5 . | 


» : 
5 1 


— 


On relating the circumſtance of the bun- 
dred pounds which had dropped from the 
wha Louiſa's OY, ball very Feb 
. Hammonds | 

. 

The whole conſtellintonine friends the: X 
Montagues included, wed linking their 
coffee after dinner, when Dormer's ſer- 


van, whom he had ſent M Mets to Stam- 
ford, returned, and brou % in his lern 
* the ene os: WE 7 

The felt — In bie - 


merchant at the Hague; with advice of his' 
having purchaſed him a polyanchus, which 
he 


IIS 1 _ 
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7 


hs —_—_— him would grace * _ of 
e gy | N So P 


? 
N F ! 


Joy lighted up his whole countenance on 
reading the ſecond; he gave it to Mr, 


Hammond, who, oy his defire, read aloud 
as follows: | 


* 


= Mr La F Jan, 1 16. 1775 


Ir i is my duty to inform your lordſhip, 
that my old lord, your honoured kinſman, 
the Earl of Clairville, died this morning, 

and has leſt your lordſhip the family eſtate, 
94 cha thouſand ee in the Ae bf 


Tei is exp peel in \the will hi my lord: 
left the p> 6, and money. to your lordſhip, 
both that it might not be divided from the 
title, which is your lordſhip's by inheri- 
tance, and to make you amends for his 
haring treated 55 * in his life-time... 


1 _ 
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* 


1 hops to hai the honour of eg con- 
tinued i in your lordſhip's ſervice, and am, 


16 3 15 My Lord, 18 5371 Li Tm 
1M Mith zefpeR, -- 895 
Tour Lordſhip's dutiful GR: 


WILLIAM Jourkwons 


p. S. [ hw directed the letter in your 
lordſhip's old ne for fear of f miſtakes at 
dh poſt office.? e e 

EHM bond v el lo vm 

The relatiohſhip' was ſo alla 101 the 
late Lord Clairville's treatment of the pre- 
Tent fo unworthy, that grief could not be 
ſuppoſed to have any tare 1 in Are feelings 
of the latter. | : the 


" 4 
QIU bro 10. * Dom vas 


best, are pa mY for 
granted, had' not every perſon preſent been, 
what however they were, perſonally. inte. 
reſted in the change of Col. Dormer S fitua- 
tion. | 
ec, Ibre I 


* . 
& 4% * 


262 THE EXE v& 910, Book VIII. 


er 1 have always,” faid he, addreffing his 
nieces, expected this event, but would not 


cc communicate my hopes to you, leſt they 
« ſhould end in diſappointment. I may 


A now be allowed to build caſtles in the 
t© air; it depends greatly on you, my dear 
girls, to realize them. 


„ 4 


þ | | 4 | e . 
have more money than I know how 
© to make uſe of myſelf: I therefore pre- 
& ſent each of you with twenty thouſand 
pounds, and leave it to yourſelves to be⸗ 
if ſtow 1 it as you picgle. 


* wiſh you (though in this I leave you 
<< perfectly free) to fix in this neighbour- 
<« hood, becauſe no. acceſſion of fortune 
would make me amends. for the Joſh of 
ve your ſociety, | 601. 


N & Louiſa 
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'* Louiſa has already made a choice which 


< leaves me ang to with. in reſpect to 
fm her. | 


„ Maria, are you determined on celi- 
cc bacy $99 A 3+; 9 


Her eyes were involuntarily turned on 
Col. Herbert; ſhe perceived it, looked 


tand you, and am happy: L wil 
& ſpare your confuſion, my dear Mai ia, and 
* give you to my- cadet. 


„ And now for my airy project; it is to 
form a neighbourhood of perſons en- 


*« deared to each other by the moſt tender 
ww 


« My 


£64 THE ETC UR sT1o N. Book VIII. 


My duty to my prince and my country 
ee will. oblige me to reſide part of the year 
tc jn London: I will take a houſe there ſuf- 
« ficiently large for us all, where every one 
«ſhall be at home, and wirhout the ſhadow 
« of reſtraint. 1 


cc For our beſt, our rural, houſe, 2 as Lord 
& Clairville, who lived abroad, and hated 
te his native country, long fince ſold the fa- 
ce mily ſeat of his and my anceſtors, IJ have 
« 2 houſe and little domain in view for my- 
te ſelf, not two miles diſtant, at the top of 
yon hill, on the other fide the rivulet 
e which divides the two counties *. E 


C Col. Herbert and Maria, being ſoldiers, 
© and therefore citizens of the world, ſhall, 
« if, as I hope, it is agreeable to them, 
© make mine their country-houſe. 


ef Rutland and Northampton. 
: « There, 
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There, perhaps, Mr. Hammond, to 
© whom Maria has obligations of which ſhe 
js at preſent ignorant, will join, Our Fog 
ſp van party, and be literally 


8 
* 


e Our guide, philolopher, © and friend,” 2 


And there,” Laid the good. ola. man, 
<c your lordſhip ſhall build” us a theatre; 
cc And Miſs Villiers and I will, in defiance 


© of managers, write e and 13 
ce them ourſelves.” 


Math bluſhed, and Lord Chairville pro- 
ceeded. 


3 
4 


- We will build a little, plant a great 

i * deal, and aboye all, Sarge: to Infinity, + 2 
72 Verkins 1457 Sophia will dilpole of 
* her villa in Surry, and honour Belf6nr oy 


hy RAY it het future reſidence. 
10 Vol. . . | N | ? 66 You 


a AB π , 84 6 x. A 


4 «You anderes. u madam; 
4 Wy 


A land ene by barbarous wealth,” 


40 and inhabited by our old race of Eng 
« liſh Rs. | | 


J will write. AireRly.ro my lawyer, and 
my correſpondent at the Hague: the mar- 
« riage ſettlements ſhall be drawn, and the 
* e N 


«71 will auge an innacent folly, if it is 
a folly, which gives offence to no one, and 
e extremely gratifies myſelf. 


. Anf now Who will fay that Fortune, 
cc though in herſelf contemptible, does not 
ce ſometimes contribute to n 2 


* ghe has enabled me to ſpend:the' even- 


4. ta tr the ſociety of all thoſe 
& moſt 
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e moſt dear to me, to give my amiable 
* Louiſa and Maria to the two men on 
c earth who, in my opinion, moſt deſerve 


40 them, and to have a collection of vegeta - ' 
ce tive beauty which ſhall be the wouder 
* — W ry 

9 


